The Church Mouse
Ascension Lutheran Church Newsletter

Summer 2016

The wonderful fiftieth anniversary theme was set by a reflection from Ascension’s founder,
Judy Wuensch, who wrote, “God Planted a Seed.”
I have been reflecting, prior to and after our wonderful celebration on June 26. Seeds create a
variety of plants. Just so, churches manifest varied fruits.
Pr. Nancy Wright
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The unknown author of the book of Revelation addresses churches in Ephesus, Smyrna, and
other locations by writing “To the angel of the church in Ephesus…’I know your works’ and ‘to
the angel of the church in Smyrna….I know your affliction and your poverty’ [Rev. 21-2, 8-9].”
Is there an angel of Ascension? Is so, what is the angel’s essence? What can Ascension’s angel
teach us?
Perusing the anniversary booklet, “Fifty Reflections on Fifty Years,” I think possibly the angel
of Ascension may be described as one of hard work, Christian faithfulness, and spirited
entrepreneurial creativity.
Hard Work

Letter from Steve
Snook

Have you heard people say that in churches 20 percent of the people do 80 percent of the
work? That is not true at Ascension! As pastor, I have an eagle’s eye view of the congregation.
I see some people working quietly, in the background, others more visibly. True, sometimes in
our own lives we put more hours into church work than at other times. But overall, it is the
congregation at Ascension that is hard working. And, we never forget that the root word of
liturgy is “the work of the people.” Whenever we pray or worship at Ascension or with any
member anywhere, we are working in the best sense.
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Entrepreneurial creativity

Spring Fling and Bell
Tables

Ascension created the Good News Garage, the ecumenical youth ministry Ripple, Ascension
Child Care, and the meditation trail and labyrinth in Ascension’s woods. As Bishop Hazelwood
said during his anniversary sermon, Ascension has created ministries to children, the elderly,
people who have needs in the community, and now anyone who so wishes can come to enjoy
the beauty and peace of Ascension’s woods. Through fifty years, we have been
entrepreneurially fruitful.
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No one comes to worship on Sunday who doesn’t desire, even yearn for something
intangible, which is at bottom a relationship with God. Here, too, there... (cont’d next page)
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Here, too, there is variety. Each of us is on our own spiritual paths. We have different gifts. We have different
understandings of the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. But our congregation’s faithfulness is very moving to me.
That is, this congregation’s love of Jesus Christ, the mystery that is the risen Spirit of the Living God, free in our lives
and creation, is faithful, long-lasting, and true.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for being such a wonderful congregation! May God continue to bless the
angel of Ascension!!
Faithfully, Pr. Nancy
Happy Summer!
I hope you all have had as wonderful of a summer as we have! We haven’t made it to church much this year, but have had a few
pretty fun adventures with the kids. One thing I still have fresh in my mind though is the amazing 50th anniversary celebration
we shared back in June. I would like to thank everyone again for attending and all of the “worker bees” that helped make the day
a success. We had quite a few letters and email thoughts shared with us in the office, and we wanted to use this Mouse issue to
share them with you, as well as share some more pictures. We are also sharing our “50 Reflections” booklet with this issue of the
Mouse for anyone who may have missed it!
There are many other things in this extended issue of the Mouse. We hope you enjoy it! And be sure to check out the
information about our next big event here at Ascension, “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday! You’ll find everything you need to
know to be a part of this event on the last page.
Blessings,
Kelli

God planted a seed.
In 1962, just before we moved to Vermont from Indiana, I heard the

Assistant to the head of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod tell an LCA women’s
group how to start a mission church.
When we arrived in Burlington and found no LCA church, I wrote to
the head of the New England Synod about the need for an LCA church in
the Burlington area. He visited Burlington, saw the need, and go the ball
rolling.

Pastor Dale Gustafson, a tall handsome Swede, just out of Seminary
was called by the Synod to be our first Pastor.
We met in the Orchard School Gymnasium. About 50
people attended our first service. Mable Fisher fashioned
an altar out of a folded bleacher.
Jody Wuensch

50 YEARS

Page 3

50 YEARS

Page 4

50 YEARS

Page 5

50 YEARS

Page 6

50 YEARS

Page 7

50 YEARS

Page 8

QUILTS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

Page 9

Quilts for Lutheran
World Relief
The Ascension Quilters gathered
twice a month from September to
May to make mission quilts for
Lutheran World Relief. Some work
was done by individuals at home,
such as cutting pieces and sewing
them together to make the quilt
tops, as well as sewing large pieces
of fabric together to make quilt
backs. When we met, the pieced
tops were tied together with the
batting and the backs. As we
completed a group of quilts, they
would be placed on the altar rail
and blessed at a church service.
We were delighted to receive a
$250 grant from Thrivent, which
allowed us to purchase 58 yards
of fabric to use as backing for the
quilts. We were able to purchase
fabric at a good price at the “5
Bucks a Yard” website. The
company was made aware of our
project and voluntarily donated
some additional fabric.
Between September 2015 and
May 2016 the quilters completed
43 quilts. The quilts were boxed
and delivered by Marcia Gustafson
to the Ingathering Center in
Dartmouth, N.H. on May 18th.
From there the quilts were
shipped to the Lutheran World Relief distribution warehouse in New Windsor, Maryland to be prepared for shipment
to people in need in various parts of the world. The quilts we made last year were distributed in Georgia (a country at
the intersection of Europe and Asia), and Angola (a southern African nation).
We had more volunteers working on quilts this year, therefore we were able to produce more quilts. The women are
motivated to make as many quilts as possible and go above and beyond, doing everything from finding, washing, and
cutting donated fabric, to donating the money needed to ship the quilts. This year several quilts were taken to the
Women’s Retreat the end of April where other people got involved in tying the quilts.
The ultimate purpose of a Quilt is to provide warmth, an essential need for people in every climate. In addition to
being a cozy, clean new bed cover, it also can be a baby carrier, tied around a mother’s back; a market display, spread
on the ground and piled with vegetables; a sack for transporting those goods to market; a sunshade; a shawl; and
most importantly, it is a constant reminder that someone, far away, cares a lot.
Members of Ascension Quilters are Kay Antos, Jean Fahrenbach, Suzanne Furst, Karen Grant, Marcia Gustafson, Lois
Hellman, Karen Martin, Donna Pittman, Gudny Rivers, Carolyn Watters, Pastor Nancy Wright

YOUTH
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Pr. Nancy teaching 5-6th graders in Burlington!

LETTER FROM STEVE SNOOK
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Dear Pastor Nancy and Ascension Church Members,
Here’s what’s been going on with me since the last time I wrote.
By the way, I appreciate getting the E-News and Pastor Nancy’s sermons because they let me feel like I’m still able to be there
with you.
In April my life here was very much brightened by the visit of Rosine, Jessica and Gabriella. We stayed at an all-inclusive beach
club where when you check in, they give you a bracelet, and after that everything is free except jet-skiing. Over and above the
waiters, bartenders, masseuses, etc. etc., the place had a staff of “animators” – young men and women mostly from Haiti and
the Dominican Republic who were both very attractive and excellent dancers. Once every two hours they trooped around
clapping their hands and yelling to herd people into organized activities like Zumba and water polo, and then at night they put
on shows and extravaganzas like what you see in Las Vegas casinos. Our daughters loved it, and I was happy to turn off my brain
and enjoy food, drink, sun, sand, sleep and, most of all, just being with my family.
The job is going well despite the political situation here, which is teetering on the brink. More about that later. As you’ll see, I
often feel like this project is swimming really hard, but it’s swimming against the current, working full out only to find that it’s
actually going backwards.
Remember that we work with nine municipalities trying to help them become more transparent and accountable so citizens
have a say in what the municipality does through regular town hall meetings. What’s the big deal about town hall meetings, you
say? Things that are very normal in Vermont are very novel in Haiti. We’ve had to convince local authorities that the budget is
not a secret document. That was huge, getting the municipal authorities to open up the books for everyone to see. Not only
that, people should have a say in what goes into the budget, so that they know what their taxes are going to be used for. Finally,
at the end of the year, citizens should know what the taxes were actually spent on. Then citizens become more willing to pay
their taxes. No citizens anywhere in the world like to pay taxes (check that; maybe in Scandinavia they like to pay taxes), and
Haitians are no different than most people in the world. Just a lot poorer.
So we have helped the municipalities develop plans to improve things that the citizens have said through the town hall meetings
are important to them: improve public sanitation, expand access to safe drinking water, build more schools, build more health
centers, fix rural roads, improve storm drainage systems. This is the stuff that municipalities are supposed to do, and it all
sounds very ordinary and boring to Americans who just expect their city and county governments to make it happen. But in Haiti
this is all new thinking.
The hard part is getting the money. At the end of the day governments can only hope that citizens actually obey the law and
show up and pay their taxes. In Haiti the average per capita annual tax paid is about ten dollars. A year.
But guess what? In our municipalities they are coming to pay their taxes! They’re not exactly coming in droves, forming in lines
that wrap around the block, but they’re coming to pay their taxes! One municipality called Caracol has exceeded the annual tax
revenue target we helped them set by 400%, and the fiscal year is only half over! All nine of our municipalities are receiving
more tax revenue than they ever have before, money to be used to improve public sanitation, expand access to safe drinking
water, build more schools, build more health centers, fix rural roads, improve storm drainage systems, etc. etc., etc.
So, job done, right? Not so fast there, partner. This good news at the local level is offset by the news at the central government
level, where the runoff election has been postponed since December. In Haiti, unlike in the U.S., where Bill Clinton, for example,
was elected twice with less than 50% of the vote, you have to have 50% of the vote to win. In the first round of voting in October
there were 52 candidates on the ballot.
Take a moment to think about that.
With 52 names for voters to choose from, no candidate got anywhere near to 50%, so they have to have a runoff between the
top two.
Cont’d Next Page...
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Yeah? So what’s the problem? The problem is the voting last October was such a mess (think Chicago-style politics, “vote early,
vote often”) that no one agrees who the top two should be. Two names are on the top of the list but lots of people disagree that
those are the two names that belong there. One is from the former president’s party (no surprise there) which he founded, and
which, because he shaves his head, is called the Bald Head Party.
I’m not making that up.
You will remember that Haiti is currently being run by a provisional government. The name of the provincial president
is Jocelerme Privert. I happen to have met him back when he was still a Senator, before I came to live in Haiti, at a time when we
were helping him draft a law. I went to his book signing to get an autographed copy of his book. The title is “The Haitian
Taxpayer.” I haven’t gotten past page 2 yet, two years after I bought the book, but I’m sure it gets better. Or not.
President Privert declared in April that Haiti cannot possibly hold the runoff elections before October. Rather than moving
forward with organizing the runoff, he formed an Electoral Verification Commission to verify the results of the October 2015
voting. The Bald Head Party denounced this as a ruse to disqualify their presidential candidate, and began barricading streets and
marching to demand the runoff election be held at once.
Here are some pictures from one day in April, a day when the Snook family was a hundred miles away, lolling around on a beach.

Meanwhile, on April 11, seven months after the voting, Haiti’s new provisional electoral commission began certifying the election
of mayoral cartels. Each cartel is a slate of three candidates: a principal mayor and two deputy mayors. They were elected on a
list system, where people voted for a list, and not for individual candidates. On May 16 swearing-in ceremonies began taking
place in the courts of the local justices of the peace. Having elected mayors is a huge step forward for Haiti.
But there’s more. May 14 marked the end of the first session of Parliament, which adjourned, and the members headed back to
their constituencies having passed no legislation at all. (Kind of sounds like the U.S. Congress). President Privert summoned
Parliament to come right back and vote on the most important bills, at least. One is a law we have been pressing Parliament to
pass: a bill to create a local government civil service to assure key positions in Haiti’s municipalities are not political appointees
who serve at the pleasure of the mayor, but rather are nonpolitical government employees. But among the bills the President
wanted Parliament to vote on was an amendment to the budget which, among other things, would defund something called the
Public Investment Program, or PIP. Sounds innocuous, right? Who could be against public investment? Okay, I take that back. In
America, a lot of people are against public investment, and the PIP is an example of the reason why they are. The PIP provides
about $170,000 to each constituency for the representative of that constituency to spend as he sees fit. I say “he” because there
are no women in the Haitian Parliament. That’s right, zero. Up to right now the Parliament has refused to reconvene unless the
PIP will not be defunded, and so in the middle of this mash up the very important law to create a local government civil service is
languishing. All because of a pork barrel slush fund.
But wait a minute, we’re happy that elected mayors are being sworn in, right? Well, without that law, hold on. It turns out they
are acting like mayors of 19th century America. The first day they walk in and sit behind that great big
desk they fire everyone in city hall. This is so they can hire their political supporters. Jobs for the boys.
Cont’d Next Page...
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They can do this because the law that would prevent it is stuck in Parliament.
What this means is all of the people that this project has been training for the last three years are under threat of being swept
out into the street. That is my current emergency. Or rather, one of several.
On Memorial Day, while Americans were munching hotdogs and hamburgers, the Electoral Verification Commission issued their
report. To no one’s surprise, they reported massive voting fraud last October in the form of ballot box-stuffing, dead people
voting, people voting over and over and over. The report has recommended that the results of the first round of voting be
annulled, and the whole election be rerun, starting from scratch.

They say that if you take a job in a line of work trying to make Haiti better, it’s a job for life.
But apparently it’s worse in Brazil. At least Haiti isn’t trying to host the summer Olympics in the middle of its political crisis.
We should all give thanks for all we have in America, even if we have to face the prospect of Donald Trump running against
Hillary Clinton.
What did Tiny Tim say? God bless us all, everyone Love and peace. I will be home for a few weeks in August, and look forward to
seeing you all then.
Steve

Spring Fling 2016
As part of our plan to bridge the
gap in the budget, Ascension held
the First Annual Spring Fling
Dinner, which raised $750+, back
on June 4th! Parishioners enjoyed
a wonderful evening of fellowship
with good people and the great
dishes of food they brought to
share. The Financial Stability Team
contributed grilled chicken and and
a seemingly endless supply of
chicken jokes. All of the funds that
were raised went to help defray
the 2016 budget deficit. Many
thanks to all who attended and
helped make this event a success!
We hope to do it again next year!

If you haven’t seen them already, please check out the BEAUTIFUL new
bell tables that Gary Pittman has created for Ascension’s Bell Ensemble! These are a wonderful new addition to our Sanctuary, and we
hope they will be put to work by many generations of bell ringers to
come. Interested in testing them out? We’re always looking for more
bell ringers. No experience needed at all! Contact Jeri Bergdahl if
you’re interested!
THANK YOU GARY!!!

ELCA WORLD HUNGER APPEAL
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Thank you to all who contributed to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal that was collected in the weeks
leading up to the New England Synod Assembly back in June! Pastor Nancy and Kelli Tylenda delivered
the $675 check to the Assembly on behalf of Ascension, and as Bishop Hazelwood mentions below,
thanks to generous donors in our synod, our money was doubled!

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS
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Join us for God’s Work, Our Hands Service Sunday!


Sunday, September 11—immediately following service



Lunch provided!



We will be packing mac & cheese meals for area food shelves (yes,
they stay local!). Meals cost $0.25 a piece, and we need to raise a
total of $3,000! So far, we’ve raised about $1,250. Keep an eye on
the macaroni level in the Narthex to track progress! (see picture)



45-50 people needed! Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Jericho
will be joining us, and hope to host their own event soon as well
(and we plan to join them)!



There are jobs for ALL ages and abilities, and childcare will also be
provided so younger families can more easily participate as well.



How do you sign up? Check the Social Action Bulletin Board!



Questions? Ask Alison Hampson or Richard Butz

Here’s a little more detail:
Early in September members of the Social Action Committee will drive to Rutland, with a trailer, to pick up
the bulk supplies and assembly line equipment. When we get back to the church we’ll need help
unloading and storing the materials we picked up. On the day before the event, volunteers will set up two or three assembly lines
in the fellowship hall and stage the bulk supplies.
On Sunday, September 11, after the service, lunch will be provided and then we’ll assemble to begin the process. A volunteer
from another congregation, who is certified to oversee a food packaging event, will oversee the process that will, ideally
employ 45 - 50 people. On the assembly line we’ll use special equipment to carefully measure ingredients to produce individual
packets of nutritionally enriched meals. 12,000 packets will be boxed up for efficient distribution, and the whole event should
take about three hours, can you imagine that? Then we’ll clean up and, later in the week begin to distribute the bounty.
So, we need your encouragement, your help unloading, setting up, and packaging, and we need your financial support. This is
what Ascension is all about!
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