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E-News for Sunday, September 9, 2018
16th Sunday after Pentecost
Service This Week
Worship Participants
Pastor: Pr. Nancy Wright
Liturgical Asst: Leah Burke
Altar Guild: Julie Valliere
Communion Asst: TBD
Lector: Richard Butz
Musical Leadership: Contemporary
Choir
Greeters: Everyone!!
Ushers: Gene Heyerdahl
Coffee Hour: Lunch at North Beach!
Readings
Psalm 19:1-10
James 1:1-4, 8-10
Revelation 22:1-4
Upcoming Birthdays
9/6 Arlene Krapcho, Gabriella
Snook
9/8 Bonnie Lombardi
9/11 Andre Sturm
9/12 Katie Gonyaw
9/14 Easton Kemp
9/16 Aaron Fiore
9/17 Rex Forehand
9/21 Heidi Western

Upcoming Week
Thursday, 9/6

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Quilting Group

Saturday, 9/8

9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Celebrating Sacred Waters Event
(SEE ANNOUNCEMENT)

Sunday, 9/9

10:00 a.m. Worship Service at North Beach
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental)

Monday, 9/10

6:00 p.m. Finance Committee

Tuesday, 9/11

6:00 p.m. Property Committee

9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Embroidery Guild (Rental)
Wednesday, 9/12 12:30 p.m. Men’s Breakfast/Lunch (SEE
ANNOUNCEMENT)
View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
Need to add something?
Call or email: 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org.

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY!!
for our second annual Rally Sunday at the Beach
Sunday, September 9th at 10:00 a.m.
Lunch will be catered, but bring your own drinks and a
desert to share! Bring chairs!
The worship service at North Beach will include a sermon, hymns
led by the Contemporary Choir, a renewal of baptism, and
Communion. Children will register for Sunday School. Remember if
you have a Green Mountain Pass, your parking will be free,
otherwise parking is $6.00. Handicap access is directly adjacent to
the pavilion. Questions? Contact the office or Pastor Nancy directly.

Pastor’s Message
Dear Ascension Family,
In the next weeks we will begin studying together, especially through Sunday school classes.
Jessica Summer, with the Education committee and parishioners, is completing plans for four classes for children:
Nursery, pre-kindergarten, grades 1 to 3, and grades 4 to 6. They will use the excellent Spark curriculum. Beth
Dreibelbis and I will teach Confirmation class for 7 youth using Colaborate curriculum focusing on Lutheran history
and Lutheran living. The adult class, taught by each member and overseen by Sarah Flynn and Claire Anderson, will
focus on Luther, beginning with an excellent essay by the theologian Hans Kung in his book Great Christian Thinkers.
Finally, John Fritsche will convene a group of parents of Sunday school children (and other interested persons in that
age bracket) to talk about their lives as well as broad questions about living as Christians in a complex world.
Luther believed strongly in an educated clergy and an educated family (which is why is wrote the Small Catechism).
Further, Lutheran theologians are very active today in addressing our current challenges from a Christian perspective
(as one example see Daill and Martin Schramm’s book of collected Lutheran theological essays, Eco-Reformation:
Grace and Hope for a Planet in Peril).
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America supports all excellent study and inquiry, as we believe that God’s world is
complex and challenging, and we are called to do our best as ministers who are humble, informed, and inspired.
Blessings,
Pr. Nancy

Sunday School News
Happy Back to School season! I hope you’ve all had a great first few days of school, and a wonderful Labor Day
weekend!
I have a few updates for you all as we gear up for a new year of Sunday School! First, join us Saturday for a day of fun
and faith at the waterfront. There’s still time to register! It’s just $10 a person for a whole day of fun (or $30 for a
family of 4!). You can sign up here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2018-celebrating-sacred-waters-paddle-row-andtrail-walk-tickets-46881806746?aff=erelexpmlt. I can’t wait to see you all there!
Second, this Sunday is our Rally Sunday, with our service at the waterfront at North Beach! Bring lawn games to share
if you have them, and stay for lunch after the service. You can register your children for Sunday School at the same
time!
Want to get a head start on signing your family up for Sunday School? You can register your kids online now, too! You
can find the Google form here: http://bit.ly/SSReg2018. This years classes will be a pre-k/kindergarten, a 1st-3rd
grade, and a 4th and up, along with our Confirmation classes. New this year, we’ll also have the nursery space
available for parents of infants and toddlers to have coffee and share about parenting and faith questions during the
Sunday School hour.
Our first day of Sunday School is September 16. Come at 9am for a welcome breakfast,
time to meet your teachers, and time for us all to gather together.
I’m so excited to see you all soon! As always, feel free to call or email with any questions.
Thanks!
Jessica
jessica.l.summer@gmail.com or 828-612-3899

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events
Congregational Meeting
Reminder: Per the information shared with committees via Council Liaisons after the last Council meeting, reports are
due to the office by Monday, September 17. The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, September 30th.
Keep an eye out for more information soon!
Attention Outdoor and Water Enthusiasts
Join fellow Ascension members and others from the community for a family-friendly event on Lake Champlain and the
LaPlatte River in Shelburne on September 8. Plan to come, row, paddle, hike, eat lunch, come all day or just half a day
in a beautiful place. Registration is strongly recommended, contact Barry Lampke at: blampke@echovermont.org. or
call the church office.
Note: Several volunteers are needed early on to assist with parking and directing people to the venue - comes with
free registration.
Note from Claire Anderson
I got to thinking about Mabel Fisher. She started the tradition of after worship coffee hour by buying doughnut holes
and making coffee. Soon others were offering to bring doughnut holes. One thing led to another, and it has evolved
into the veritable feast we have now. Thought you would be interested if you didn't know. She loved to quote from
James, “Be ye doers of the word, not hearers only [James 1:22].”

-Claire Anderson note to Pr. Nancy
Turbidity Tubes
Bring back your turbidity tubes for Worship on the Water. Let's bring the tubes back, along with the record of your
readings. If you only gone out once, try it again at the same spot and record that reading. If it was dry when you did
the first one, try it after a rain event for the next or visa versa.
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Our September Men’s Fellowship Breakfast will be a lunch at 12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 12, at Papa Nick’s
in Hinesburg. We will decide at this time when subsequent fellowship gatherings will be held, where, and some
general topics for discussion for this year. If you cannot make this meeting but would like to comment on the above
items please email J Fritsche: Fritsche@ic.edu.
Service for Jody Wuensch
The family and Ascension have arranged for the service to be held at Ascension on Sunday, Sept. 16, following our
worship service, making it easier for parishioners to attend. The service will begin at 12:00 pm and be followed by a
reception. Jody and her family were founders of Ascension. Fred Wuensch and other close family members will be
with us. We owe a great debt of gratitude to Jody for wanting to start a church in this part of Vermont and working
with the synod to do so, thereby creating Ascension as a mission church. So, we feel great gratitude to Jody as our
church’s foundress. May God bless and comfort those who mourn and we pray for all those living in God’s eternal
light and life. I believe that people who have passed on continue to support our struggles to be loving and good
Christians.
Memorial Service Reception Help
Johanna White has asked for help setting up for Jody’s memorial service reception. She needs help setting up for the
reception at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 15. Donations of finger foods would be very much welcome as well!
Questions? Contact Johanna White.

Ascension Lutheran Church —"Transportation Angel” Sponsor for month of September
JUMP Director Wanda Hines announced, the Ascension Lutheran Church has been named the "Transportation Angel”
Sponsor for the month of September. Lack of access to reliable transportation can be a barrier to the 45% working
poor and low-income families who visit JUMP with transportation gas needs.
Clearly much needed, the Ascension Lutheran Church made a generous $1,000 donation to sponsor the
transportation needs of 50% of working poor families and low income people throughout Chittenden County and
Vermont during the month of September.
Asked why this is so important, Beth Dreibelbis; Member and JUMP Board of Directors shared, “One way Ascension
Lutheran lives it’s beliefs is by supporting JUMP and it’s mission. Transportation is vital for everyone. We are happy to
help with this unique aspect of JUMP’s mission. ”
Last month, "Transportation Angel” Sponsor for month of September was Rick Robinson. Rick a longtime independent
JUMP donor and member of the Cathedral Church of St. Paul donated $2500 to sponsor all client transportation
assistance for the month of August. He advocates JUMP educating and informing the community about
transportation assistance needs, “I think you (JUMP) have a good idea about people being encouraged to be
transportation sponsors or, to encourage a lot of people to raise $2,500.00 for a month of the year.”
Last year…JUMP assisted more than 2,100 neighbors in need. They requested nearly 5500 vouchers valued at
$98,000. The most requested voucher was for transportation gas assistance valued at $30,000 plus voucher
assistance for Bus Passes and Bikes. Combined JUMP spent over $35,000 for transportation assistance to help the
working poor and neighbors impacted by poverty.
Benefits of access to dependable transportation include: can maintain jobs, shorter waiting period for assistance,
higher household income, able to accomplish more daily, improve quality of life, less stress, economic independence,
increase employment opportunities, able to engage and contribute to community.
Celebrating a 30-year milestone, JUMP is asking faith communities, businesses, partners and independent donors to
please support the Gas Card Project and help match Ascension Lutheran Church for $1,000. We invite you to become
a “Transportation Angel” Sponsor for a remaining calendar month; September, October, November or December or
select a month next year.
To learn more about the Gas Card Project and how to become a “Transportation Angel” visit JUMPs webpage “Go with
Gas Card Project”
The TimberNook Proposal
“TimberNook is not your typical nature program. TimberNook intricately weaves the therapeutic aspects of nature
with its unique understanding of child development to create an outdoor program that supports every aspect of the
growing child. We do this by skillfully using the environment as inspiration for creative play opportunities that
challenge the mind, body, and the senses.
TimberNook is Transformative
Providers speak often of the "magic" they witness at TimberNook in even just a course of a week. Children of all
abilities come and challenge their social, emotional, sensory, and cognitive skills at TimberNook. The therapeutic
benefits of this program are vast and often surprising to all involved.” (Quoted from the Timbernook website:
timbernook.com)
Colleen Christman, who has leased space from us in the past to conduct children’s play programs, has proposed that
we lease space to her, primarily our woods, so she can implement a TimberNook experience at Ascension until her
own property in Hinesburg is ready to permanently host the program. The Property Committee reviewed her
proposal, developed a list of questions/concerns and referred the matter to Council for review. After discussion
Council added some questions and Gene Heyerdahl and I met with Colleen, recently to walk the property and address
the questions. This is what we learned and what we recommend:

What Will Happen in Our Woods:
One Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday per month, from September 10, to December 12, children, ages 3 - 8+, will
arrive at 9:00am, gather in a meeting place within the church’s playground area, with parents in some cases, and then
go into the woods to a base camp to begin the day’s activities. The base camp will be a loose ring of log/seats
salvaged from some of our downed trees, circling a self-contained steel fire pit, located at the southeast corner of our
property. Then various activities will find them exploring, building temporary structures, engaging in craft activities
and other experiences using natural materials found on our property along with other things brought on site. They
will also use art and craft materials, cardboard, tarps, and ropes to facilitate their projects. All of this is intended to
foster curiosity, problem solving and team-work in the freedom of the natural environment. At 2:00pm they leave and
staff will clean up
Concerns Addressed:
•

The fire pit will be an above ground steel device, screened and supervised/monitored at all times. It will not be
used on windy days or when there are dry conditions and it will be doused at the end of the day’s programs.
(Colleen’s husband is a South Burlington fireman who will help her site the pit.)

•

Most activities are expected to take place in the southern and eastern part of the property and a sign will be
posted at the entrance of the trail, advising visitors when kids are on campus.

•

There will be simple structures built out of sticks and branches and craft items will be made from natural debris
found on the ground. Ropes may be attached to trees to support the constructions.

•

Some structures and other constructions may be left standing during a given month’s sessions, but these will
generally be out of sight from the street, parking lot and church and cleaned up at the end of the month’s
sessions.

•

The bathrooms, fellowship hall and large Sunday School room will be accessible with an adult to the kids through
the day as needed and may be used during inclement weather. It is understood that no church materials in either
space will be significantly disturbed and all will be put right at the end of the day.

•

Colleen has obtained insurance and will forward a copy to Gene and Gene has talked to our insurers..

Conclusions:

The Property Committee and Council were open to this proposal once their concerns are addressed. Gene and I feel
our meeting did that and that we can have an open and responsible relationship, addressing any additional concerns
as they arise. I personally see this proposal as an opportunity to use our property in a new, dynamic way, one that
may bring some interesting benefits. For example, we are trying to attract younger members, particularly those with
children, and a program like this may appeal to them or, at least, show them we are open to new things and ready to
grow with them. Having young kids running around our property, enjoying and learning in and from the outdoors, is a
real creation-centered ministry.
Richard Butz, Council president
Choir Rehearsals Start Soon!
Choir rehearsals are starting back up on September 12th! If you’re interested in joining the Adult Choir or the Bell
Choir, contact Jeri Bergdahl! No experience is required!
Liturgical Assistants Needed
The liturgical assistant is usually robed and stands with the pastor at the altar to lay the table for communion and
assists in the communion distribution. The liturgical assistant also leads the congregation in the Psalm reading and in
the prayers. Please tell Pr. Nancy if you are interested. This is a wonderful ministry!

Have you been a Meals on Wheels volunteer?
On June 29, after 40 years of service, Ascension ended its participation as a congregation in Burlington Meals on
Wheels (MOW). Individuals can still volunteer with the new MOW program that covers the northwestern part of the
state and is administered by Age Well Vermont. https://www.agewellvt.org/services/meals-on-wheels-communitymeals
We will celebrate Ascension’s long-time participation in September and want to identify members who have
volunteered through the years. If you have been a volunteer, please sign the sheet in the narthex and list the
approximate amount of time you helped. Most of us will have been drivers or runners but please indicate if you have
served in some other role with MOW, such as board member, too. Thanks!
Mowing at Ascension
Can you help mow at Ascension? We need folks to mow our lawns weekly through the fall using our new riding lawn
mower. The sign-up sheet is on the Property Committee bulletin board in the Fellowship Room. Questions? Contact
Roger Watters or any other Property Committee member.
Rain Barrels are Back!
Been thinking about a Rain Barrel? You can order them at Ascension for delivery in about a week. The order form is
posted on the Social Action bulletin board in the fellowship hall. Cost is $55.

Additional News and Opportunities
"How Does It Feel to Be a Problem? Being Young and Muslim in America," Lecture
On Thursday, September 6, 2018, the Will Miller Social Justice Lecture Series presents a talk, "How Does It Feel to Be a
Problem? Being Young and Muslim in America," by Moustafa Bayoumi, Brooklyn College professor, journalist, book
author, and radio and television commentator. The free, public event is at 7 P.M. in the Livak Ballroom in the Davis
Center at the University of Vermont.
Bayoumi will discuss themes from his critically acclaimed book in light of recent challenges, especially the Trump
Administration. Sponsors include a number of UVM organizations: Critical Race and Ethnic Studies, Global and
Regional Studies, English Department, Interfaith Center, International Socialist Organization, Middle East Studies,
Students for Justice in Palestine, United Academics: AFT/AAUP. Community sponsors are: Black Rose/Rosa Negra,
Global Justice Ecology Project, Peace and Justice Center, Vermonters for Justice in Palestine, and Will Miller Green
Mountain Veterans for Peace.
Vermont Interfaith Action
In June, Ascension made a $250 contribution to Vermont Interfaith Action (VIA) from the local benevolence
budget. Perhaps you noticed the thank-you note from VIA for this contribution in the summer issue of the Church
Mouse. Recently, VIA issued a statement about State Representative Kiah Morris’s decision not to run for a third term
in the Vermont legislature. The Social Action Committee would like to share this statement with you. It is a sad
commentary on racism in Vermont. CLICK HERE to read the full statement.
Join us for the annual Run or Walk for JUMP on September 22nd at 10:00 am!
This year the run will be as fun as ever and has set a goal of raising $15,000 to support the work of JUMP:
•

Vouchers for transportation, food, clothing, household goods, laundry, utilities, ID’s and prescription co-pays

•

Thoughtful, caring support and informed referrals from JUMP staff and volunteers during JUMP’s Drop-In Center
hours: 9am to noon, Tuesday through Friday.

•

Food bags, personal hygiene items, cleaning products and toiletries for neighbors in need

Run for JUMP is a fun event for students, adults, children, grandchildren and the entire family as it includes an open
5K run, a 1K run for kids under 14, and a 1K walk – all on Burlington’s beautiful Waterfront. Become an event sponsor
or register as an individual to participate. Help those in need while also having fun! FREE PARKING
Local businesses, including many restaurants, donate prizes for the top finishers, top team, age group winners, and
youth and adult fundraisers. Every participant will have an opportunity to win terrific raffle prizes.
Celebrating a 30-year milestone in 2018, JUMP, the Joint Urban Ministry Project, has a dedicated history of helping to
meet critical needs for families and individuals living in poverty throughout Chittenden County and Vermont. JUMP
operates an emergency Drop-in Center in donated space at First Congregational Church of Burlington providing
compassionate care, practical assistance and informed referrals to thousands of Vermont adults and children annually.
Thanks to the generosity of more than 25 area faith communities, many individuals, businesses and foundations, JUMP
is a reliable source of assistance year-round.
In 2017, JUMP assisted more than 2,100 adults and children as volunteers and staff distributed 5650 vouchers valued
at $97,634. JUMP provided vouchers for much needed assistance with transportation, utility bills, groceries (including
perishables not often available from food pantries), laundromat usage, prescription co-pays and helping those who
need updated ID’s acquire them. At $30,000, the most requested voucher was for transportation gas assistance; plus
$5,000 in voucher assistance for bus passes and bikes. Combined JUMP provided more than $35,000 for transportation
assistance to help Vermonters impacted by poverty.
Register on line at: https://www.firstgiving.com/event/jumpvt/RUN-or-walk-for-JUMP-2018
or download a registration form at: http://www.jumpvt.org/runforjump2018.html
Also, forms will be available at event.
For more information or Signed up to Volunteer: visit www.jumpvt.org or please contact JUMP Director Wanda Hines at
777-3821, or email or run@jumpvt.org if you would like to serve on the event committee, volunteer on race day from
8-Noon, or help recruit participants. We need your help to make the run the best it can be!
Bread for the World
Act Now: Pass the Global Food Security Act! Call (800-826-3688) or email your representative today. The House could
vote on the Senate version of the Global Food Security Reauthorization Act (S.2269) as early as the first week of
September.
The Global Food Security Act, which authorizes the Feed the Future initiative, has helped millions of people improve
their lives in the last decade. Through the initiative, over 23 million more people now live above the poverty line and
over 5 million more families no longer suffer from hunger. Right now, we have an opportunity to ensure millions of
people have the tools they need to move out of hunger and poverty. Urge your representative to act now.
- Ryan Quinn, Interim Co-Director of Government Relations, Bread for the World
P.S. Learn more about Feed the Future and its important work in improving lives.
ANEW
ANEW is a ministry that Ascension supports each month with a $25 donation that is matched, providing $50 for
ANEW’s work each month. ANEW was previously called the Burlington Emergency Shelter. Its work still serves the
same population but in new ways. Please check out their electronic news that just arrived today.
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY FAIR & CONCERT
The VT Ecumenical Council and VT Christian Music partner up to present a Christian Ministry Fair & Concert on
Saturday October 20, 2018 1-6PM at North Avenue Alliance Church, Burlington VT. This will be a gathering of
CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS, CHURCHES, MINISTRIES, and INDIVIDUALS with the sole purpose of Sharing Information,
Building Relationships, Offering Support and bringing us ALL closer to Jesus! A closing concert with ELIAS DUMMER

(CITY HARMONIC), THE DWELLING, and ERIK MICHAEL will begin at 4PM. To register for the Fair and for more
information, visit http://vecncc.org/ministry-fair/
Food for Thought Pot-Luck Forums for Fall 2018
The Development of Artificial Intelligence- When the Created Reflects their Creators
Food for Thought is a series of community wide pot-luck forums addressing topics of interest and concern, held at the
library of Mount Mansfield Union High School, and cosponsored by the High School and Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Jericho, Vermont.
Tuesday, September 11, 2018, 6:30 pm: What Is Artificial Intelligence, It’s History and Present Purpose?
Television programs such as Battlestar Galactica and West World have entertained and incited questions and fears
concerning robotic or artificial intelligence technology. We shall explore the history and present stages of this
technology.
Tuesday, October 9, 2018, 6:30 pm: What Are the Potential Benefits and Challenges?
It has been suggested that the purpose of robotic technology is to free humans from labor they would prefer to avoid
to pursue more creative outlets. What does this mean in relation to employment, warfare and space exploration, and
are the benefits mainly for those who can afford them?
Tuesday, November 13, 2018, 6:30 pm: Do Robots Have an Ability to Reflect Moral Judgment?
Does artificial intelligence have the ability to think and act independently of their creators, understanding the moral
consequences of their actions? What happens if their creators are morally deprived? What are the ethical dimensions
we must consider in the development of artificial intelligence?
Facilitator, Josh Bongard, Ph.D., Director of the Morphology, Evolution and Cognition Laboratory at the University of
Vermont
Racism in America And Why We Should Care
How far have we come as Americans in confronting racism? This is a topic that remains so insidious, intimidating and
painful that we prefer not to talk about it in public for fear of what we might say or reveal, or how others might see or
treat us. In this series of monthly forums, we wish to create a safe space where we can speak openly and honestly as
people of good intent who seek the best for each other and our nation as we honestly face each other and the racial
divisions of our past and present with the hope of reconciliation.
Each forum is a potluck gathering where we invite you to share a dish along with your thoughts.
Hosted by Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 273 VT Route 15, Jericho, VT
Tuesday, September 18, 2018, 6:30-8:30 pm, Professor Harvey Amani Whitfield, UVM: How Did We Wind Up Here?
The Historical Context of American Racism
Tuesday, October 23, 2018, 6:30-8:30 pm: Abolitionism: When the Church and Republicans Were Radicals

Wednesday, November 7, 2018, 6:30-8:30 pm, (Because Tuesday is Election Day): The Great Migrations from South to
North
Tuesday, December 4, 2018, 6:30-8:30 pm, Rabbi Amy Small, Ohavi Zedek Synagogue: The Alliance of African Americans
and Jewish Americans
Tuesday, January 15, 2019, 6:30-8:30 pm: Us and Them: To What Extent Do We Identify with the Norm or the
Abnormal?
Tuesday, February 12, 2019, 6:30-8:30 pm: Power, Privilege and Prejudice: The Present-day Infrastructure of Racism
and Oppression

Tuesday, March 12, 2019, 6:30-8:30 pm, Dr. Debra Leonard, UVM Medical Center: Is Race a Social Construct, and Why
Does It Matter?
Tuesday, April 9, 2019, 6:30-8:30 pm: What Did an African American President Reveal about American Racism?
Tuesday, May 7, 2019, 6:30-8:30 pm: The Browning of America: Reconciliation or Retribution

