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E-News for Sunday, April 8
2nd Sunday After Easter
Service This Week
Worship Participants
Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright
Liturgical Assistant: Kathe Bruno
Altar Guild: Suzanne Furst
Communion Assistant: Marcia Gustafson
Lector: Cheryl Couillard
Musical Leadership: Contemporary
Greeters: Katie and Bill Huggett
Ushers: Sharon Sturm & Richard Butz
Coffee Hour: The Lemleys
Readings
Acts 4:31-35
Psalm 132
1 John 1:1-2:2
John 20:19-31

Upcoming Birthdays
4/5 Joyce Gallimore
4/6 Joe Oppenlander
4/7 Lydia Wisloski
4/11 Suzanne Furst
4/17 Katie Huggett, Mark Hampson,
Barbara Fritsche
4/18 Sharon Norton
4/22 Molly Fry
4/25 Cheryl Couillard
4/26 Jessica Snook
4/27 Deacon Bruno
4/30 France Leblanc, Paul
Rittershausen

|

Contemporary Worship
Upcoming Week

Wednesday, 4/4

6:15 p.m. Contemporary Choir Practice
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir Practice

Thursday, 4/5

9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental)
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Quilting Group

Friday, 4/6

8:00 a.m. Meals on Wheels
8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Saturday, 4/7

8:30-10:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
10:00-11:00 a.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Sunday, 4/8

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
11:30 a.m. ONE Campaign Letter Writing
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service

Monday, 4/9

6:00 p.m. Finance Committee

Tuesday, 4/10

9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental)
6:00 p.m. Property Committee Meeting
6:00-8:00 p.m. Nunn’s Men’s Group (Rental)

Wednesday, 4/11

6:15 p.m. Choir Practice
7:15 p.m. Bell Practice

View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
Have an item to add? Please contact the church office with the space needed,
the start AND end times, and any special needs (table set-up, projector, tv,
etc…) Elizabeth can be reached at 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org.

Pastor’s Message
Thanks to all the worship leaders, church council, educational team, and all Holy Week participants. You made this a
very special Holy Week! This week we continue to celebrate Easter and the Resurrection of our Lord.
One of this Sunday’s readings is from 1 John 1:1-2:2. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us…” The
church, when it tries to live in the spirit of Jesus Christ, views the world from the perspective of God’s Kingdom of love
and justice, which Jesus inaugurates (see Luke 4:14-22 and Mark 1:14-15). At its best, the church is penitential and
confessional about all that does not reflect God’s kingdom: violence, oppression, and injustice. The church prods
society toward the Kingdom and away from sinfulness.
During this week we have two examples of the church prodding society toward the Kingdom.

First, we remember the fiftieth anniversary of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King’s assassination. His speech “From the
Mountaintop” recalls his struggle for not only racial equality but for the dignity of all people. He spoke out against
poverty, oppression, war, violence, and racism.
Second, a group of highly respected denominational leaders created a statement on Ash Wednesday. It addresses the
unique and very troubling situation in the United States at this time: “Reclaiming Jesus: A Confession of Faith in a Time
of Crisis.” (www.ReclaimingJesus.org).
I will refer to this statement during my sermon. I believe that this statement is a faithful way in which the church
responds to the present context and addresses sin today by looking to Christ’s message and teaching.
We will have a sermon response time after the service, gathering in the library with our coffee, to discuss this
statement (copies will be provided).
As the church should be a place where open and honest discussion about our country, church, and world issues can
take place, we will hear out each person’s response to this statement. You might ask yourselves: What do you agree/
disagree with? What in the statement helps you realize that you are passionate about ? What response for action
does it call forth from you?
Easter blessings,
Pr. Nancy

Sunday School News
Children’s Classes
Join us at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday School room! Parents and Grandparents are always welcome stay with your
children and join in their classes.
Dear Parents, Grandparents and Friends: Thank you sincerely for your many engagements in Easter and Palm Sunday.
Last week, as you saw, we really needed your help. We truly appreciate that you stepped up to stuff eggs, hide eggs,
sing our songs, and generally helped to manage the kiddos with all the activities throughout our two very special
weeks. It seemed that the children are learning the Stories of Lent, Palm Sunday, and Easter, but are also learning that
we can have fun along the way as Christians.
This week we are back to our curriculum, with Doubting Thomas. We will also be doing an "Ascension" small puppet
craft. Our curriculum does a three-year rotation, but since our name is Ascension, we need to include that story every
year.
We have Sunday School next week, April 15th, but there is NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on April 22, school break.
SS Supt.

The Adult Sunday School
The Adult Discussion group is planning on taking up The Road is made by Walking by Brian MacClaren. This is a
provocative book about being a Christian in modern times. You don't have to read it beforehand, just come! We
need you! The class meets in Pastor Nancy’s office each Sunday at 9 am.

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events
Good News and Bad News
First the good news. Vital, life-saving foreign aid programs (like PEPFAR, GAVI and the Global Fund) were spared
draconian cuts in the federal budget when Congress passed, and the President signed the recent budget bill for Fiscal
Year 2018. Programs were level funded at the FY2017 level. So, while there were no increases, at least the programs
were spared the 30% cuts proposed by the President. Now, the bad news. The President proposed the same 30% cuts
to those same programs (among other cuts to other needed programs) in his FY2019 budget. But Congress gets to
pass the budget, not the President. So please join Bill Valliere at the ONE Campaign table in the Fellowship Hall THIS
SUNDAY to thank Senators Leahy and Sanders and Representative Welch for their work to maintain life-saving foreign
aid, and urge them to keep working hard to preserve those same programs in the 2019 budget. It will only take a few
minutes and it will save lives in the poorest regions of the world. Thanks.
A Beautiful, Well-Kept Nursery area
All groups who use the nursery area in the wing endeavor to keep the toys in their allotted spaces, according to the
photographs. This makes the space enjoyable for all. For Ascension folks, please be mindful to put the toys back if
your child has played in the area. The Education committee will oversee this to the extent that they can after Sunday
school. The church office has alerted our renters to this policy, and they are extremely cooperative. We have a great
space, and we are so glad that so many children and families enjoy it.
May 6 is Meal Packaging Sunday
Sunday, May 6, after church, save the date and plan to staff the assembly lines as we pack up 15,000 meals! Lunch will
be served at 11:00 and we’ll package up from 11:30 - 3:00. And, please begin to put your contributions in the offering
plate, thanks to those who have already done so. Mark “meal packaging” on the notation line. If you have a food
pantry in your neighborhood that you’d like some of the meals to go to, send an email with contact information to
Gail Butz at butzra042@gmail.com.

Additional News and Opportunities
Joan Chittister: Her Story, My Story, Our Story: THIS THURSDAY
St. Michael’s College in the Recital Hall, April 5th at 7 PM
Joan Chittister: Her Story, My Story, Our Story is a play about the Benedictine nun-turned controversial spokesperson
for international peace and social justice - written and performed by Verde Valley resident Teri Bays.
The play introduces the audience to two women: Sr. Joan and the playwright herself. Bays has long been fascinated,
and influenced, by Chittister, whom she calls “a prophet for our time. Bays says, “By ‘prophet’ I don’t mean a
predictor of the future. I mean someone who offers a countercultural voice and says the things that are not easily
heard. Sr. Joan charges all of us to ask questions and challenge each other.”
Throughout the performance Bays speaks in both women’s voices, moving back and forth across the simple set,
literally shifting between the perspectives of Sr. Joan, the public advocate for humanity, and herself, an everyday
modern woman searching for her professional and spiritual place in the world.
The Winooski Peace Initiative supports this event. Free and open to the public. Donations accepted.
For more information, please contact: pat.mckittrick@uvmhealth.org Or call, 802-847-6534.
Vermont Summit on Sanctuary to Be April 15
On Sunday, April 15, 2018, a number of local faith organizations will sponsor a conference on sanctuary, “Welcoming
the Stranger, Our Neighbor: An Introduction to the New Sanctuary Movement” from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m., at Holy Family
Parish Center (4 Prospect Street) in Essex Junction. The program will begin with a keynote by Pastor Vicki Kemper of
the First Church Amherst MA (Congregational), which is protecting a Guatemalan immigrant from deportation while

he pursues his case in court and raising funds to support his family. This will be followed by two concurrent sessions,
one on policy/advocacy and one on rapid response networks. The third segment is a legal panel comprised of Michele
Jenness of the Association of Africans Living in Vermont, Erin Jacobsen from Vermont Law School, and Jay Diaz from
the ACLU. The final time will be for networking.
Sponsors include the Burlington Friends Meeting, the Edmundites, First Congregational Church, Migrant Justice, Ohavi
Zedek, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, and Vermont Interfaith Action. In addition, Ascension Lutheran Church’s Council
has endorsed the conference.
Conference organizers prefer that people planning to attend preregister, but people will also be able to register at the
conference itself. There is no charge, but attendees will be invited to make a contribution as they are able. The
eventbrite link is : https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vermont-summit-on-sanctuary-tickets-43265675801.
Note to Ascension members: In view of the New England Synod’s recently issued Call to Sanctuary, which follows below,
Ascension’s Council has endorsed the conference. We hope that a number of our members will attend.

CALL TO SANCTUARY
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we as the New England Synod of the ELCA declare ourselves to be a Sanctuary Synod
in opposition to policies of massive deportation of undocumented immigrants.
RESOLVED, that the New England Synod, as a Sanctuary Synod, coordinate and draw upon resources from local and
national sanctuary movements as well as immigrant rights groups such as LIRS, the Matthew 25 Movement, Sanctuary
Not Deportation, the Southwest California Synod, etc. in order to enhance our efforts in education, organizing,
advocacy and direct actions to promote the safety and well-being of the undocumented community and, be it further
RESOLVED that the congregations, institutions and ministries of the New England Synod be encouraged to become
sanctuary communities providing refuge and pastoral support for those at risk of deportation as well as advocacy in
defense of immigrant rights and, be it further RESOLVED that the New England Synod assist in equipping our
congregations, institutions and ministries to engage in these expressions of sanctuary, appropriate to local contexts,
capacity and discernment.
RESOLVED that the New England Synod calls upon the Congress of the United States to create and adopt a pathway to
citizenship for all lawful and undocumented immigrants now living in the United States.

