
E-News for Sunday, April 22 

4th Sunday after Easter 

Upcoming Week 

Wednesday, 4/18 
6:15 p.m. Choir Practice 

7:15 p.m. Bell Practice 

Thursday, 4/19 

9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental) 

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Quilting Group 

5:30 p.m. Social Action Committee Meeting 

Friday, 4/20 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Saturday, 4/21 10:00-11:00 a.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Sunday, 4/22 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

11:30 a.m. Worship & Music Committee Meeting 

3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental) 

Tuesday, 4/24 
9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental) 

6:00-8:00 p.m. Nunn’s Men’s Group 

Wednesday, 4/25 
6:15 p.m. Choir Practice 

7:15 p.m. Contemporary Practice 

Thursday, 4/26 

9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental) 

5:30-7:30 p.m. PCAVT (Rental) 

7:00 p.m. Care for Creation Meeting (Rental) 

Friday, 4/27 
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

5:00 p.m. Confirmation Retreat Begins  

Saturday, 4/28 
10:00-11:00 a.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation Retreat Ends 

Sunday, 4/29 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental) 

View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html 

Have an item to add? Please contact the church office with the space needed, the start 
AND end times, and any special needs (table set-up, projector, tv, etc…) Elizabeth can 

be reached at 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org. 

Upcoming Birthdays 

4/18 Sharon Norton 

4/22 Molly Fry 

4/25 Cheryl Couillard 

4/26 Jessica Snook 

4/27 Deacon Bruno 

4/30 France Leblanc, Paul 

Rittershausen 

5/1 Mary Hondal 

5/2 Harriet Richards 

5/3 Elsa Breiland 

5/6 Aida Qubrosi 

5/7 Sarah Gottschalk 

5/9 Claire Anderson 

5/13 Julia Hondal 

5/16 Johanna White, Kelli Magnier 

 

95 Allen Road, South Burlington, VT 05403 

(802) 862-8866 

www.alcvt.org     |     https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurchVt/ 

Service This Week 
Worship Participants 
Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright 

Liturgical Assistant: Leah Burke 

Altar Guild: Lucy Beck 

Communion Assistant: Bob Furst 
Lector: Bob Furst 

Organist: Ann Gnagey 

Greeters: Karen & Peter Grant 

Ushers: Peter Grant & Jake Hansen 

Coffee Hour: Ishaq Family 
 

Readings 
Isaiah 24:4-6 
Psalm 23 

Acts 17:22-28 

John 1:1-17 

http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
http://www.alcvt.org
https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurchVt/


Pastor’s Message 
Dear Ascension sisters and brothers,  
 

I look forward to seeing you on Earth Day Sunday, April 22. I am happy that Presiding Bishop Eaton gave an Earth Day 

Statement from the ELCA, which is accessible at www.elca.org (and which I have excerpted below. 
 

This week, I take a vacation day on Wednesday to travel to New Haven to give the opening keynote address at the Yale 

School of Forestry on Ascension’s watershed work and background theology to it. The occasion is a Graduate Conference 

in Religion and Ecology, https://gcre.weebly.com/. I have attached my paper. (This is a shorter version of my dissertation, 

which I will send to you next week, so if you want to read a 20-page version instead of a 200-page version, this is the 

one to read!). I would love to receive your feedback and comments! Our watershed awareness work enabled us to reach 

out to the community, create enjoyable activities for our families, and foster our own leadership. And, we are still 

continuing the work under the guidance of the Care for Creation committee, while now we are an example for other 

groups and graduate students in varied fields of study.  
 

On Friday, I will drive from the Yale conference to meet Ascension’s bell choir in Bennington, VT, on Saturday for the VT 

Spring Ring, for which we are playing a solo, returning to Burlington Saturday night.  
 

Bishop Eaton writes in her 2018 Earth Day message:  

As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), we share a deep love for all of God's creation 
and a profound responsibility for it. Made in the image of God, we are called to continue what God is already 
doing for the earth (Psalm 104), enabling it to flourish. God assigns humans to care for the earth as God does, in 
loving servanthood. (Philippians 2:7, Genesis 2:15)…. 
As presiding bishop, I give thanks for all the ways this church embraces our common responsibility to care for all 
of God's creation. I call on us as individuals and congregations to continue efforts through stewardship, education 
and advocacy. I am reminded of the 2016 Churchwide Assembly resolution  "Towards a Responsible Energy 
Future," among others, that urges members of the ELCA and its related institutions to exemplify personal and 
institutional responsibility. Such efforts could include practicing energy conservation, congregational energy audits, 
purchasing more energy efficient appliances and vehicles, and investing in renewable energy systems. These 
resolutions also urge advocating at all levels of government for public policies that support clean, renewable 
energy sources. 
The present moment is a critical and urgent one, filled with both challenge and opportunity to act as individuals, 
citizens, leaders and communities of faith in solidarity with God's good creation and in hope for our shared future. 

 

Blessings in Christ,  

Pr. Nancy 

CLICK HERE TO READ PASTOR NANCY’S PAPER 

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events 

Church Mouse Coming Soon 
The next issue of the church is coming to a newsstand (ok, or an email inbox and Narthex) near you! If you have 

something that you would like to submit, please submit it no later than TODAY, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18. If you have any 

questions, please contact Kelli. 

Sunday School News 
Children’s Classes 
Join us at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday School room! Parents and Grandparents are always welcome stay with your children 

and join in their classes.  

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL APRIL 22 - SCHOOL BREAK.  ENJOY! April 29th we resume our classes, based on curriculum. 

Confirmation Retreat 
Living Your Faith Retreat, April 27-28th at the Dreibelbis house. Beth circulated an information packet to all parents via 

email. If you did not receive it and need information, please contact Beth ASAP.  

The Adult Sunday School 
The Adult Discussion group is planning on taking up The Road is made by Walking by Brian MacClaren. This is a 

provocative book about being a Christian in modern times. You don't have to read it beforehand, just come!  We need 

you! The class meets in Pastor Nancy’s office each Sunday at 9 am.  

http://www.elca.org
https://gcre.weebly.com/
http://alcvt.org/docs/Yale_plenary4-13-18.pdf


Earth Day THIS SUNDAY 
We will celebrate Earth Sunday by joining together to take action as individuals and as a congregation to help protect our 

climate.  During the coffee hour after our worship service Ascension’s Care for Creation Committee invites you to: 

• Create an individual “photo promise” that expresses your commitment to taking action to address climate change 

• Sign up for a free home energy visit by an expert from Efficiency Vermont who will help you learn things you can do 

at home to protect the environment and save money by using less energy 

• Send postcards to Senators Leahy and Sanders expressing support for plans to get us to 100 percent renewable 

energy by 2050 

• Reaffirm our individual and congregation support for the international plan to address climate change embodied in the 

Paris Accord. 

• Bring home a high efficiency “LED light bulb” to replace one the remaining old inefficient incandescent bulbs that may 

still be lighting some part of your home. 

• Learn about the Earth Charter and sign the letter Pastor Nancy is carrying to the Synod that requests the ELCA to 

commit to supporting the principles set forth in the Earth Charter. 
 

Bob Bergesen 
Bob Bergesen passed away on Sunday very peacefully. He had been in hospice care at home for a few weeks. Jean 

reports that last November, he ran a marathon with his two daughters. When the family plans the memorial service, it will 

be held at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Middlebury. Cards may be sent to Jean Bergesen at 10 South Gorham Lane, 

Middlebury, VT 05753. May he rest in peace.  
 

STEPHEN F. WISLOSKI SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
A $1000 scholarship will be given this spring, in memory of Steve Wisloski, to a deserving student who has 

demonstrated: 

 High academic achievement 

 True financial need 

 Clearly stated educational goals 

The applicant must be accepted at an accredited college, university or technical school. 

Students may apply with a letter of request, stating need, achievement, and goals, with supporting informational material 

and documentation as needed. Please submit your letter to Lydia Wisloski, 310 Cobblestone Circle, S. Burlington, VT 

05403. 
 

May 6 is Meal Packaging Sunday 
Meal Packaging is coming up on Sunday, May 6, and you can help: 

 Donate to help defray the cost of the supplies. ($3750) 

 We need help setting up on Saturday afternoon. A sign-up sheet is on the Social Action bulletin board in the 

fellowship hall. (6-8 people) 

 Come to work on Sunday, wear comfortable clothes and have fun as we pack up 15,000 meals. Invite your friends. 

Lunch will be provided. (60 people) 
 

Property Committee Work Day 
Tuesday, May 8: 9 A.M. to ? Bring lunch! 

This work day replaces regular 2nd Tuesday evening meeting. (Ascension members welcome to come and help). 

Tasks: 

1. Refinish front doors to Narthex and secure handles 

2. Replace missing  lights behind outside cross on north side of building 

3. Replace posts edge of driveway near road 

4. Repair electrical conduit near outdoor sign 

5. Finalize plans for Saturday , May 19 congregation spring cleaning day 

Thanks, Suzanne Furst, Property committee member 
 

New England Synod Assembly 
The 2018 New England Synod Assembly will be held at the Mass Mutual Center in Springfield, Mass. from Thursday, 

June 7th through Saturday, June 9th.  Our 2018 theme, “Stir it Up”, is what we plan to see happen across the New 

England Synod this coming year.  We’re opening ourselves to be stirred up by the Spirit.  Will the Spirit of God encourage 

New England Lutherans to connect their faith and everyday lives?  We’ll be discovering how to stir up those connections 

so that faith may come alive in the sharing of our stories!  Stir up your power, O Lord, and come! 
 



Additional News and Opportunities 
 

PCAVT Meal Prep Helpers Needed 
Meal prep needed for parenting groups! We provide the ingredients, you graciously prep meals that can easily be frozen 

to later warm up in a crockpot or oven. Family favorites include shepard's pie, chili, baked ziti and other comfort classics.  

We currently have six  parenting groups that meet weekly. Having meals ready to grab and go is extremely helpful. If you 

are interested in knowing more or lending helping hands, please reach out via email hniquette@pcavt.org , phone 802-

498-0607, or stop by the office. 
 

Burlington Housing Authority 
Jennie Davis at Burlington Housing Authority has told us that they have lost their storage space and cannot take any 

donations for newly placed homeless families at this point.  She said her clients will be looking to Resource or Goodwill 

and suggested I pass that along as where donations could go for now.  I asked her to please let me know when there is 

a specific item needed and I would pass that along.  In the meantime, many, many, thanks to everyone who has been so 

generous in donating household items to make a difference for others. -Karen and Pete Grant 
 

Join us for our 1st Annual Spring FUN-Raiser. 
Sunday, April 29, from 4-6PM at the First Baptist Church of Starksboro's Community Room - 

Rte. 116 in Starksboro Village. 

There will be: 

A POTLUCK dinner (please bring a dish to share & your own table service if you can), FREE GARDEN SEEDS (bring 

some to swap or just take some!), KIDS ACTIVITIES MUSIC, UPDATES on NCP's work in the local community and around 

the world.  

All ages welcome! Please invite your friends! Free will donations will be accepted - any funds raised will go to support 

NCP's work in Starksboro and surrounding towns and help us purchase new light weight tables for our Food Justice 

Program/Share On. New Community Project is a non-profit organization whose primary mission is to work for social 

justice and ecological healing as the foundation for building a culture of peace and non-violence. 

(If you are able to help at this event please let us know) Thanks and hope to see you there! 

Pete Antos-Ketcham, pantosketcham@newcommunityproject.org, 434-2333 
 

ANEW 
Ascension supports ANEW (formerly Burlington Emergency Shelter) through our local benevolence budget with a $25 

monthly donation. This $25 is matched by another ANEW community donor so puts $50 to work for the program. They 

recently shared a fantastic update which included interesting stories and statistics, which we’ve included below: 
 

After losing a family member unexpectedly, Jeff found himself homeless and struggling with addiction. He made the 

choice to enter rehab then became a guest of ANEW Place. Jeff is now 16 months sober, preparing to graduate our 

ANEW Leaf transitional housing program, and moving into his own place this spring. ANEW's case management  team 

will provide two years of after-care to insure Jeff has a solid runway for the future.  
 

Click the link here to view the video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6DCR_rENPI 

(See Graphs Next Page) 

We’ll be joined by our ELCA Representative Stephen Bouman, who will guide us through the Bishop’s election process 

that will begin Thursday afternoon shortly after the opening of assembly.  The Rev. Jeff Thiemann, CEO of Portico will be 

with us and presenting a Keynote on Discipleship.  The Rev. Carrie Smith of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Jerusalem will 

be preaching, as well as presenting a session on her work in partnership with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan 

and the Holy Land (ELCJHL).   She'll be joined by Deacon Adrainne Gray, Communications Coordinator for the ELCJHL,  

In addition, we will receive greetings from Aida Mansour of the Islamic Association of Greater Hartford.  This year we are 

planning 245's, which are two hundred and forty-five second glimpses into some of the unique ministries of our 

congregations, new missions and experiments. 
 

If you are interested in going to represent Ascension with Pastor Nancy, please let her know!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6DCR_rENPI



