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E-News for Sunday, April 15

3rd Sunday after Easter
Service This Week

Upcoming Week

Worship Participants

Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright
Liturgical Assistant: TBD
Altar Guild: Kathe Bruno
Communion Assistant: Julia Valliere
Lector: Jim Wilhite
Organist: Ann Gnagey
Greeters: Beth & Doug Dreibelbis
Ushers: Doug Dreibelbis & Ron Ulmer
Coffee Hour: Johanna White and Joe
Oppenlander

Readings

Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48

Upcoming Birthdays
4/11 Suzanne Furst
4/17 Katie Huggett, Mark Hampson,
Barbara Fritsche
4/18 Sharon Norton
4/22 Molly Fry
4/25 Cheryl Couillard
4/26 Jessica Snook
4/27 Deacon Bruno
4/30 France Leblanc, Paul
Rittershausen
5/1 Mary Hondal
5/2 Harriet Richards
5/3 Elsa Breiland
5/6 Aida Qubrosi

Wednesday, 4/11

6:15 p.m. Choir Practice
7:15 p.m. Bell Practice

Thursday, 4/12

8:30 a.m. BAMA Meeting
9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental)
11:00 a.m. Mutual Ministry Meeting

Friday, 4/13

8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)
2:30-4:30 p.m. Watershed Toolkit Group Meeting
5:00-8:00 p.m. Shelburne Playgroup Fundraiser (Rental)

Saturday, 4/14

10:00-11:00 a.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Sunday, 4/15

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental)

Monday, 4/16

4:30 p.m. Education and Mutual Ministry Joint Meeting
7:00 p.m. Council Meeting

Tuesday, 4/17

9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental)

Wednesday, 4/18

6:15 p.m. Choir Practice
7:15 p.m. Bell Practice

View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
Have an item to add? Please contact the church office with the space needed,
the start AND end times, and any special needs (table set-up, projector, tv,
etc…) Elizabeth can be reached at 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org.

Pastor’s Message
Dear Ascension Sisters and Brothers,

We continue to celebrate the Resurrection. This Sunday, the Gospel reading is Luke 24:36b-48. The mysterious story of
Jesus meeting the disciples on the road to Emmaus culminates in Jesus showing his “hands and his feet.” He eats with
them and then also opens “their minds to understand the scriptures.”
How does Jesus open our minds to understand the scriptures? The Lutheran Book of Worship helpfully gives four ways in
which the scriptures are open to our reading and understanding. I suggest that after considering the four ways below you
read the entire story of the Walk to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-48), using one or all of these methods. (An excellent resource
for literary and historical reading is www.textweek.com. On the home page click the link for the appropriate Sunday and
then the link for the passage you wish to study. Many resources open up there.)
The Book of Faith Initiative recommends a 4-fold method of reading Scripture.
For many of us, the encounter with Scripture is limited to the excerpts that are read on Sunday morning. Many of us—
and many of our neighbors—are biblically illiterate, unsure of how to engage Scripture. Many of us are unaware of the
rich Lutheran insights that have been helpful in understanding the many ways that God engages us through the Bible.
The challenge of Book of Faith is to address these realities directly and to experience more fully the power of the Word.
1) Devotional Reading
We begin by reading the Bible text and reflecting on its meaning. We ask questions and identify items that are
unclear. We bring our unique background and experience to the Bible, and the Bible meets us where we are.
2) Historical Reading
We seek to understand the world of the Bible and locate the setting of the text. We explore who may have written
the text and why. We seek to understand the particular social and cultural contexts that influenced the content
and the message. We wonder who the original audience may have been. We think about how these things
“translate” to our world today.
3) Literary Reading
We pay close attention to how the text is written. We notice what kind of literature it is and how this type of
literature may function or may be used. We look at the characters, the story line, and the themes. We compare
and contrast these with our own understanding and experience of life. In this interchange, we discover meaning.
4) Lutheran Theological Reading
We consider the Lutheran principles that help ground our interpretation of the Bible text. We ask questions that
bring those principles and unique Lutheran theological insights into conversation with the text. We discover how
our Lutheran insights can ground and focus our understanding and shape our faithful response to the text.
Devotional reading; we return to where we started, but now we have explored and experienced the Bible text
from four different dimensions. We are ready to move into the “for” dimension. We have opened Scripture and
joined in conversation for a purpose. We consider the meaning of the text for faithful living. We wonder what God
is calling us (individually and as communities of faith) to do. We consider how God’s Word is calling us to do
God’s work in the world.

From http://www.bookoffaith.org/biblemethods.html
Faithfully,
Pr. Nancy

Children’s Classes

Sunday School News

Join us at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday School room! Parents and Grandparents are always welcome stay with your children
and join in their classes.
This Sunday we are learning about the Great Commission in which Jesus told his disciples that they would need to take
over the teaching He had done, because Jesus would leave them and ascend to Heaven. This is the beginning of the
shift from Jesus directly healing and teaching, to the part in which followers of Jesus are called upon to spread the Good
News. Even without Facebook or social media, Christianity has spread around the globe, and has influenced the
foundations of democracy. We are the ELCA, or the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. We are all called to be
Evangelists for Christ and Christianity. Lutherans usually evangelize through acts and deeds as witnessing to our faith,
more than knocking on doors or TV evangelism. However, spreading the Good News is our continuing commission from

Jesus, and we should embrace it in our daily lives.
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL APRIL 22 - SCHOOL BREAK. ENJOY! April 29th we resume our classes, based on curriculum.
Warmly, Lydia Wisloski SS Supt

Confirmation Retreat

Living Your Faith Retreat, April 27-28th at the Dreibelbis house. Beth circulated an information packet to all parents via
email. If you did not receive it and need information, please contact Beth ASAP.

The Adult Sunday School

The Adult Discussion group is planning on taking up The Road is made by Walking by Brian MacClaren. This is a
provocative book about being a Christian in modern times. You don't have to read it beforehand, just come! We need
you! The class meets in Pastor Nancy’s office each Sunday at 9 am.

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events

Church Mouse Coming Soon

The next issue of the church is coming to a newsstand (ok, or an email inbox and Narthex) near you! If you have
something that you would like to submit, please send it into the office (church.office@alcvt.org) NO LATER THAN
Wednesday, April 18.

A Beautiful, Well-Kept Nursery area

All groups who use the nursery area in the wing endeavor to keep the toys in their allotted spaces, according to the
photographs. This makes the space enjoyable for all. For Ascension folks, please be mindful to put the toys back if your
child has played in the area. The Education committee will oversee this to the extent that they can after Sunday school.
The church office has alerted our renters to this policy, and they are extremely cooperative. We have a great space, and
we are so glad that so many children and families enjoy it.

May 6 is Meal Packaging Sunday
Sunday, May 6, after church, save the date and plan to staff the assembly lines as we pack up 15,000 meals! Lunch will
be served at 11:00 and we’ll package up from 11:30 - 3:00. And, please begin to put your contributions in the offering
plate, thanks to those who have already done so. Mark “meal packaging” on the notation line. If you have a food pantry in
your neighborhood that you’d like some of the meals to go to, send an email with contact information to Gail Butz at
butzra042@gmail.com.

A Parishioner Responds to last Sunday’s Sermon:

Johanna commends the following story:” I thought this story is relevant to Pastor's sermon yesterday”. https://
www.commondreams.org/views/2018/04/07/how-do-you-tell-kids-grandma-jail-resisting-nuclear-weapons
(Note: Pastor’s sermon focused on confession and the ecumenical Christian statement, : “Reclaiming Jesus: A Confession
of Faith in a Time of Crisis.” (www.ReclaimingJesus.org).

New England Synod Assembly
The 2018 New England Synod Assembly will be held at the Mass Mutual Center in Springfield, Mass. from Thursday,
June 7th through Saturday, June 9th. Our 2018 theme, “Stir it Up”, is what we plan to see happen across the New
England Synod this coming year. We’re opening ourselves to be stirred up by the Spirit. Will the Spirit of God encourage
New England Lutherans to connect their faith and everyday lives? We’ll be discovering how to stir up those connections
so that faith may come alive in the sharing of our stories! Stir up your power, O Lord, and come!
We’ll be joined by our ELCA Representative Stephen Bouman, who will guide us through the Bishop’s election process
that will begin Thursday afternoon shortly after the opening of assembly. The Rev. Jeff Thiemann, CEO of Portico will be
with us and presenting a Keynote on Discipleship. The Rev. Carrie Smith of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Jerusalem will
be preaching, as well as presenting a session on her work in partnership with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan
and the Holy Land (ELCJHL). She'll be joined by Deacon Adrainne Gray, Communications Coordinator for the ELCJHL,
In addition, we will receive greetings from Aida Mansour of the Islamic Association of Greater Hartford. This year we are
planning 245's, which are two hundred and forty-five second glimpses into some of the unique ministries of our
congregations, new missions and experiments.
If you are interested in going to represent Ascension with Pastor Nancy, please let her know!

Additional News and Opportunities
Vermont Summit on Sanctuary to Be April 15: THIS SUNDAY
On Sunday, April 15, 2018, a number of local faith organizations will sponsor a conference on sanctuary, “Welcoming the
Stranger, Our Neighbor: An Introduction to the New Sanctuary Movement” from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m., at Holy Family Parish
Center (4 Prospect Street) in Essex Junction. The program will begin with a keynote by Pastor Vicki Kemper of the First
Church Amherst MA (Congregational), which is protecting a Guatemalan immigrant from deportation while he pursues his
case in court and raising funds to support his family. This will be followed by two concurrent sessions, one on policy/
advocacy and one on rapid response networks. The third segment is a legal panel comprised of Michele Jenness of the
Association of Africans Living in Vermont, Erin Jacobsen from Vermont Law School, and Jay Diaz from the ACLU. The final
time will be for networking.
Sponsors include the Burlington Friends Meeting, the Edmundites, First Congregational Church, Migrant Justice, Ohavi
Zedek, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, and Vermont Interfaith Action. In addition, Ascension Lutheran Church’s Council has
endorsed the conference.

Conference organizers prefer that people planning to attend preregister, but people will also be able to register at the
conference itself. There is no charge, but attendees will be invited to make a contribution as they are able. The eventbrite
link is : https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vermont-summit-on-sanctuary-tickets-43265675801.
Note to Ascension members: In view of the New England Synod’s recently issued Call to Sanctuary, which follows below,
Ascension’s Council has endorsed the conference. We hope that a number of our members will attend.
CALL TO SANCTUARY
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we as the New England Synod of the ELCA declare ourselves to be a Sanctuary
Synod in opposition to policies of massive deportation of undocumented immigrants.
RESOLVED, that the New England Synod, as a Sanctuary Synod, coordinate and draw upon resources from local and
national sanctuary movements as well as immigrant rights groups such as LIRS, the Matthew 25 Movement, Sanctuary
Not Deportation, the Southwest California Synod, etc. in order to enhance our efforts in education, organizing, advocacy
and direct actions to promote the safety and well-being of the undocumented community and, be it further
RESOLVED that the congregations, institutions and ministries of the New England Synod be encouraged to become
sanctuary communities providing refuge and pastoral support for those at risk of deportation as well as advocacy in
defense of immigrant rights and, be it further RESOLVED that the New England Synod assist in equipping our
congregations, institutions and ministries to engage in these expressions of sanctuary, appropriate to local contexts,
capacity and discernment.
RESOLVED that the New England Synod calls upon the Congress of the United States to create and adopt a pathway to
citizenship for all lawful and undocumented immigrants now living in the United States.

PCAVT Meal Prep Helpers Needed

Meal prep needed for parenting groups! We provide the ingredients, you graciously prep meals that can easily be frozen
to later warm up in a crockpot or oven. Family favorites include shepard's pie, chili, baked ziti and other comfort classics.
We currently have six parenting groups that meet weekly. Having meals ready to grab and go is extremely helpful. If you
are interested in knowing more or lending helping hands, please reach out via email hniquette@pcavt.org , phone 802498-0607, or stop by the office.

Join us for our 1st Annual Spring FUN-Raiser.
Sunday, April 29, from 4-6PM at the First Baptist Church of Starksboro's Community Room Rte. 116 in Starksboro Village.
There will be:
A POTLUCK dinner (please bring a dish to share & your own table service if you can), FREE GARDEN SEEDS (bring
some to swap or just take some!), KIDS ACTIVITIES MUSIC, UPDATES on NCP's work in the local community and around
the world.
All ages welcome! Please invite your friends! Free will donations will be accepted - any funds raised will go to support
NCP's work in Starksboro and surrounding towns and help us purchase new light weight tables for our Food Justice
Program/Share On. New Community Project is a non-profit organization whose primary mission is to work for social
justice and ecological healing as the foundation for building a culture of peace and non-violence.
(If you are able to help at this event please let us know) Thanks and hope to see you there!
Pete Antos-Ketcham, pantosketcham@newcommunityproject.org, 434-2333

ANEW

Ascension supports ANEW (formerly Burlington Emergency Shelter) through our local benevolence budget with a $25
monthly donation. This $25 is matched by another ANEW community donor so puts $50 to work for the program. They
recently shared a fantastic update which included interesting stories and statistics, which we’ve included below:
After losing a family member unexpectedly, Jeff found himself homeless and struggling with addiction. He made the
choice to enter rehab then became a guest of ANEW Place. Jeff is now 16 months sober, preparing to graduate our
ANEW Leaf transitional housing program, and moving into his own place this spring. ANEW's case management team
will provide two years of after-care to insure Jeff has a solid runway for the future.
Click the link here to view the video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6DCR_rENPI

