95 Allen Road, South Burlington, VT 05403
(802) 862-8866

E-News for Sunday, February 17, 2019
6th Sunday after Epiphany
Upcoming Week

Service This Week
Worship Participants
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Nancy Wright
Liturgical Assistant: Lois Helland
Altar Guild: Kris & Mousa Ishaq
Lector: Doug Dreibelbis
Communion Assistant: Johanna White
Organist: Ann Gnagey
Greeters: Sam Swanson & Joyce Gallimore
Ushers: Roger Watters & Joe Oppenlander
Counters: Jim Wilhite & Joe Oppenlander
Coffee Hour: Matthew and Desiree DiBella

Readings
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm 1
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26

Upcoming Birthdays
2/15 Jim Wilhite
2/16 Bekki Earp, Bill Huggett
2/18 Bill Valliere
2/19 Robert Wilhite
2/20 Jack and Ben Tylenda
2/21 Ronald Uttecht
2/22 Stephen Wisloski, Will Fry
2/23 Karen Martin, Meghan Kimball
2/25 Richard Butz
3/1 Matt Henson
3/2 Ryan Brackett
3/4 Katie Wilhite

Wednesday 6:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice
2/13
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir Practice
Thursday
2/14

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Quilt Group

Friday
2/15

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Saturday
2/16

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Sunday
2/17

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental)

Monday
2/18

7:00 p.m. Council Meeting

Tuesday
2/19

9:30-11:30 a.m. PCAVT (Rental)

9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Embroidery Guild (Rental)
Wednesday
6:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice
2/20
7:15 p.m. Contemporary Choir Practice
View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
Need to add something? Call or email: 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org.

Pastor’s Message
Dear Ascension sisters and brothers,
This Sunday’s gospel reading is the centerpiece of Jesus’ teachings, the Beatitudes (Luke 6:17-26). Jesus’ radical
teaching challenges all norms and hierarchies: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.”
Jesus believed passionately in God’s coming realm. All is turned upside down in this realm. The Beatitudes reflect
Jesus’ first sermon: he preached that “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; because he has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor.” (Luke 4:18)
The Beatitudes also include the “woes”: “Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. Woe to
you who are full now, for you will be hungry.” (Luke 6:25)
Jesus reveals that God’s compassion especially looks out for and suffers with the poor. Thus, if we allow God’s love
deeply into our hearts, we will feel such compassion and be moved to care for the poor and address the many causes
of poverty.
God’s compassion for the poor includes overturning the hierarchies and injustices that humans construct, expressed
in Mary’s song, The Magnificat (Luke1:46-56): “he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away
empty.”
God’s compassion for the poor and vulnerable has emerged as central in Christian ethical and social teaching in the
past decades. Christians have given their lives in service to the poor, at risk of conflict and even death, especially in
stratified Latin American countries. God’s “preferential option for the poor” seems clear in the New Testament. For
more information on this central Christian teaching, see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Option_for_the_poor.
I am grateful that at Ascension we continue to gift ourselves with opportunities to live into Jesus’ teachings by
following him in care for the vulnerable and needy. His teachings, though, will always remain a challenge, as we are
rich by worldly standards. Are we the recipients of the blessings or of the woes? I trust in God’s grace, because how
difficult it is to see ourselves as we really are.
Blessings, Pr. Nancy

Sunday School News
Children’s Sunday School and Confirmation
Join us at 9:00 a.m. for Sunday School in the Children’s Wing! Classes will break off into classrooms after a brief
welcome.
Questions? Contact Jessica, jessica.l.summer@gmail.com or 828-612-3899
Confirmation Class
We will continue in studying Luther’s Small Catechism.
Sunday Conversations over Coffee
Ascension is committed to helping parents support their children by encouraging communication with each other
during the Sunday school hour. On Sundays, parents who bring their children to Sunday school and are not engaged in
teaching are encouraged to meet with other parents in the church basement. Parents may bring children who are too
young for Sunday school. Tables and chairs are always set up and a Keurig coffee pot and cups, etc. will always be
available. We hope you will join with other parents on Sunday mornings anytime between 9:00 a.m. and 9:50 a.m. for
informal conversations in the church basement. If you would like to join the email list for this class and get more info
please email: Ruth.Barta@yahoo.com

Adult Class
There is a group that meets Sunday morning in the Pastor’s office, and we are looking for some company! We are
very informal. We sometimes just share whatever is on people's minds, sometimes we share a book or idea. We meet
at about 9:00 a.m., but come anytime! We need you! -Claire Anderson

HARK! Important News
New Members this Sunday!
Jen and Ken Burkman are joining us as members this Sunday! We’ll share their bio as soon as possible. Check for
updates!

Raising the Bar: Week 1 of 4
Ascension members are responding to the Raising the Bar
budget challenge unanimously approved at the Jan. 27
congregation meeting (approving the budget meant that
we would work together to increase our giving by as much
as 8%, or $12,500, in 2019).
To assist members as they make their recommitment
decision, Financial Secretary Gene Heyerdahl sent out 61
confidential letters to those who pledged or regularly
contributed in 2018. And you are starting to raise the bar:
as of Feb. 10, 10 members, or 16% of those 61 members,
have responded by Week 1 of a 4 week campaign;
committing to an increase in their annual giving by $3,275
or 26% of the $12,500 goal.
Last Sunday, Ascension’s children passed out valentines from the Stewardship Committee to thank the congregation
for its love and support of our church and the work it does as “God’s Hands.”
Watch this space for the next three weeks as we track the progress of the Raising the Bar campaign through to its final
Sunday, March 3.
Remember how blessed you are, and thank you for generously sharing God’s blessings,
The Ascension Stewardship Committee
Lenten soup suppers
During Lent we will have the opportunity to share a potluck meal and then a simple communion service. We will have
one such gathering at Ascension on Thursday, April 4, at 5:30. Congregation members are encouraged to offer their
homes for such gatherings. You might check the directory to see which neighborhood zone you are in. It would be
lovely to have gatherings planned in several zones. Possible dates would be 3/14, 3/21, 3/28, 4/11. Soon, we will post
sign-up sheets.
Parishioner Blog
Jay and Barbara Fritsche are working for three months in Palestine. Their pilgrimage and ministry can be followed on
their blog: Bfintheholyland.wordpress.com
Hearing the Worship service—Including Announcements
Ascension has hearing assisted devices for use during the service. Pls. ask an usher for any needed assistance in
locating or using them (a sign in the narthex will indicate where you can obtain them).

Visiting Parishioners

Pastor Nancy regularly visits parishioners who need her, and encourages you to join! Current parishioners requesting
a little company:
•

Anna Marie Mattson (Carter) is now living at 847 Pine Street and welcomes visitors. Phone 488-6084.

Upcoming Events
“People and Places of the Holy Land – Then and Now”: THIS SUNDAY
The Social Action Committee invites you to “People and Places of the Holy Land – Then and Now”

On February 17th (was originally scheduled for January 20, but has been rescheduled due to weather), after worship,
Dan and Jan Steinbauer (members of Good Shepherd, Jericho) will share photos and stories from their travels in
November 2017 to Israel, the Palestinian Territories, and Jordan as part of the New England Synod trip to our
companion synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Land and Jordan.
Come for an informative discussion -- we’ll talk about:
•

Biblical sites where Jesus walked (focusing on Advent/Christmas sites for this presentation), and stories shared by
the “living stones” – the people of God

•

the ministry of our sister Palestinian Christian churches

•

and the challenges faced by these Arab people in a land controlled by the Israeli government.

Lecture Series Around Town
Here you will find information on various lecture series being offered locally!
Racism in America and Why We Should Care: How far have we come as Americans in confronting racism? This is a topic
that remains so insidious, intimidating and painful that we prefer not to talk about it in public for fear of what we
might say or reveal, or how others might see or treat us.
Where? Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

2019 dates: 3/12, 4/9, 5/7
CLICK HERE for more information.
Literature Discussion Series: You are invited to participate in important discussions on contemporary topics rooted in
key American literature.
Where? Trinity Episcopal Church
2019 dates: 2/21
CLICK HERE for more information.

Additional News and Opportunities
Bishop Hazelwood does not want you to send him a gift card
We have received a number of calls in the last few days asking about emails received, purportedly from Bishop
Hazelwood or his assistant, Lyn Wasilewski. The email urgently requests that the recipient purchase a gift card for a
cancer patient and send the card information by return email. The synod does not do any fundraising of this sort and
we would never ask for funds to be sent in this manner. Though we do solicit funds via email from time to time, you
will always be directed to the donation page on the synod website, or given instructions to mail a check to the synod

office.
All staff members at the synod use nesynod.org-hosted email addresses, with the format of firstinitial lastname
@ nesynod.org (i.e., mwhyte@nesynod.org). If you are skeptical about the contents of an email received, check the
email address carefully to ensure that it follows this format. Anything with a gmail.com suffix or any other host
is not coming from a synod staff member. All email hosting companies have addresses on their websites where you
may report potentially fraudulent email. In addition, it is recommended that you report it
to www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov as it assists the Federal Trade Commission in tracking and putting an end to scams.

