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E-News for the week of Sunday, November 26
Christ the King Sunday
Readings
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1: 1-5

Upcoming Week
Wednesday, 11/29

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Quilting Group

Thursday, 11/30

Communion Asst: Bob Furst

7:00-8:30 p.m. Care for Creation Meeting
Friday, 12/1

8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Saturday, 12/2

8:00-10:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast

Lector: Rob Hondal
Organist: Ann Gnagey
Greeters: Donna & Gary Pittman

Sunday, 12/3
Advent 1

Ushers: Charles Cutting & Jake Hansen Monday, 12/4
Coffee Hour: Heyerdahl

Upcoming Birthdays
12/1 Jameson Keene
12/2 Gracie Heinchon
12/5 Gretchen Dreibelbis
12/6 Natalie Tylenda
12/7 Susan Moore
12/8 Janet Schroeter
12/11 Timothy Kemp
12/13 Sam Swanson
12/13 Tommy Bruno

5:30-7:00 p.m. Social Action Meeting
5:30-7:00 p.m. PCAVT (Rental)

Liturgical Asst: Leah Burke
Altar Guild: Julie Valliere

7:15 p.m. Bell Practice
9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental)

Worship Participants
Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright

6:15 p.m. Choir Practice

Tuesday, 12/5
Wednesday, 12/6

9:00 a.m. Advent Wreath Making (see announcement)
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship (Rental)

7:00-8:30 p.m. Speak up for Clean Water (see
announcement)
9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (rental)
6:15 p.m. Contemporary Practice
7:15 p.m. Bell Practice

View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
Have an item to add to the calendar? We need to know the space you plan to use, any
items (like the TV or Projector) that you’d like reserved, and the start AND
approximate finish time of the event or meeting! Email church.office@alcvt.org to add
or ask questions.
Office Hours: 10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Mon-Thu; 1:00-3:00 p.m. Fri Other times by
appointment.

Pastor’s Message
Dear Ascension brothers and sisters,
Advent is a time of waiting and longing for the abundance of God’s love.
This Sunday we hear Isaiah: “o that you would tear open the heavens and comedown, …You meet those who gladly do
right, those who remember you in your ways.” (Is. 64:1, 5a)
In waiting, we envision earthly beauty and peace. One image is in the last chapter of the Bible, Revelation 22:1-2,
“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of
fruit…and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.”
A river of life and trees for healing! This beauty has been portrayed through the centuries: (go to https://
www.bing.com/images/search?
q=Byzantine+Mosaic+Ravenna+Italy&id=0A9ABC393B4E35B9EC5437CB324586CEBD11D2D7&FORM=IDBQDM for
early images of paradise on Earth because of Christ, Immanuel)
If we are part of God’s beautiful healing, we both celebrate and long for the coming of Immanuel, Christ.
Advent is a time of giving—please give and be generous.
Advent is a time for care for people less fortunate and for all life (a great opportunity is to attend the Speak Up for
Clean Water conference at Ascension on Monday, Dec. 4, 7 to 8:30 pm.) Consider all the ways that God’s love is
needed to foster life, and be generous!
Advent is a time of reorientation of life. Consider: a time for prayer each day; a time to relish in the beauty of the
winter outdoors; a time to slowly read a book such as John O’Donohue’s Beauty: The Invisible Embrace, or his other
books. Or, read a good biography of an exceptional person who worked for beauty, justice and love: Dorothy Day,
Jean Vanier, Martin Luther, Martin Luther King, Jr., Leonardo Boff, Nelson Mandela, Hildegard of Bingen, Teilhard de
Chardin, among so many others.
Advent is NOT a time to be so caught up in doing that you forget breathe, offer thanks, and pray to Immanuel, Jesus
Christ, “Come, and be with us, and help us to be your disciples of life and love.”
Blessings, Pr. Nancy
Advent at Ascension
This Sunday, we will put up our Chrismon Tree and light the first candle of our Advent Wreath. Did you know that the
Chrismon was the name Frances Kipps Spencer at Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia gave to the symbolic
ornaments she designed for a tree in the sanctuary of the church in 1957? Typical symbols on a Chrismon tree are
crosses, stars, doves, candles, shells, keys, and any kind of Christian symbol. The ornaments are white and gold.
We will also create Advent Wreaths for use in our homes. An advent wreath marks the weeks before Christmas with
four candles. On each of the four Sundays of Advent, light a new
candle; every day during the week light the same candle.
Say a prayer with the lighting of each candle. You might like to
create a basket of one line or one word prayers on folded pieces of
paper. At each lighting of the candles, pull a prayer from the
basket. After the prayer is read, post on a wall, bulletin board, or
your refrigerator. Or hang it on the tree or on a mock clothesline.
Find a time when the people in your house gather together, if only
for a minute, to light the candles. For families with small children
or even couples, bedtime might be the logical gathering time.
Place the wreath where people will walk by it with some frequency.
Even when it is not lit, the wreath will be a reminder of the season.
If candles and wreaths are not available make candles from
construction paper. Draw lines on each candle equal to the
number of days in Advent. Each day, snip of the bottom of each
candle.
Finally, we have attached a calendar with a meditation for each
day through Advent.

Upcoming Ascension services:
Advent 1—December 3—10 am Sermon and Holy Communion and Hanging of Chrismons
Advent 2—December 10—10 am Sermon and Holy Communion
Advent 3—December 17—10 am Children’s Program and Holy Communion
Advent 4—December 24—10 am Sermon and Holy Communion
Christmas Eve—7 pm Service of Lessons, Carols, and Candles
Christmas Day—10 am Sermon and Holy Communion

Sunday School News
Children’s Classes
Join us at 9:00 a.m. in the Children’s Wing for Sunday School!
Important Upcoming Dates:
 Dec. 3 - Continental Breakfast, Advent Wreath making, Advent giving box, for all ages. Please come with your
children and enjoy our annual Advent wreath making with natural greens. This year we added a new idea, the
Advent Giving Box. Continental-style Breakfast begins at 9 AM, and we have lots to do so please be prompt. Bring
your own wire frame if you have one, or for your convenience we have some available, as well as Advent candles.
Bring garden gloves and clippers (with your name on them), we will have greens and wire available.
 Dec. 10 - The Christmas Story and practice for our songs. Please make every effort to have your children attend. A
few musical parents' help would be greatly appreciated.
 Dec. 17 - Practice. and Costume distribution during Sunday School. Presentation during church. Please make every
effort to have your children attend.
 Dec. 24 - No Sunday School - Please join us for the Candlelight Christmas Eve service.
 Dec. 31 - No Sunday School - Enjoy Christmas vacation.
 Jan. 6 - Sunday School resumes our regular schedule.
Adult Class
Have you ever thought of King Saul as a tragic king? What kind of a man was King David? These are two of the topics
we have discussed in our Adult Discussion group. We have lively discussions, provoked by Craig Koester, professor at
Luther Seminary. Come join us at 9.a.m. Sunday morning. You might be surprised!

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events
Men’s Breakfast: THIS SATURDAY
Attention men of Ascension! The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast will resume on Saturday, December 2nd at 8:30 a.m.
here at Ascension. The plan is to discuss the future of the Men’s Fellowship Breakfast. Breakfast will be provided.
Please join us for some food and fellowship!
Advent Wreath Making for All Ages: THIS SUNDAY
Sunday, December 3, at 9 AM Sunday School will host Advent Wreath Making for all ages, in Fellowship Hall. Please
bring your advent wreath frame or plan to purchase one, at the event. Advent Candles will also be available for
purchase. if you have nice greens which you can contribute, please feel free to bring them along to share. A
Continental Breakfast will be served at 9 AM. A new event this year, In the Sunday School wing, will be Advent Giving
Box making. We will decorate boxes and attach a shortened calendar, to take home, and place one article per day
into the box, such as non-perishable food, or shampoo or soap, etc., These boxes will be collected on December 17
and given to needy people through JUMP or the Burlington Food Shelf, or Abenaki Food Shelf. We look forward to
your participation in this annual event. All ages are welcome.
Holiday Giving Tree
The Giving Tree is up in the Narthex! This year, all gifts will be in the form of various gift cards. The tags will suggest
stores for the cards and a suggested amount. Feel free to give any amount or take as many tags as you wish!
Questions? See Cheryl Couillard or email checouillard@yahoo.com. Thanks for your support in this project!

Speak Up for Clean Water
Monday, December 4, 7:00 - 8:30, Speak Up for Clean Water, at Ascension. Join the Conservation Law Center and the
Lake Champlain Committee to talk about water policy in Vermont. We’ll be highlighting water bills that we expect to
see this legislative session at the state house, and sharing how to engage your representatives. Sponsored by the
Caring for Creation Committee.
Cookie Exchange
We’ll be having a Cookie Exchange during Coffee Hour on Sunday, December 10! Please drop cookies off
before church that day. A sale will be set up for during Coffee Hour to benefit the Abeniki Food Shelf.
Questions? Please contact Cheryl Couillard.
Chittenden Emergency Food Shelf Says Thanks!
Ascension gets thank-you letters regularly from the Food Shelf as they receive our annual donation from the local
benevolence budget as well as funds designated to them from generous members. The most recent letter stated
“With every $10 we receive we are able to provide 15 nutritious meals and support our program operations.” I
figured out the total amount Ascension members have given to the Food Shelf in 2017 (as of November) and then
calculated that our dollars have provided 5,955 nutritious meals! Wow!! And that doesn’t include the program
support mentioned in the letter. What a difference we are making! Of course, the Food Shelf represents one of our
ministries. There are many others. Thank you for all you do! –Marcia Gustafson
Celebrate Christmas with Christmas Lutheran Church here at Ascension
December 16, Celebrate Christmas with Christmas Lutheran Church, Bethlehem. Join us for breakfast and the
broadcast of the annual Advent service from Ascension’s sister congregation, Christmas Lutheran Church, in
Bethlehem, Palestine and National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., on Saturday, December 16. Festivities begin at 8:30
am with Palestinian and American breakfast selections. The service begins at 9:30.
Donations for the Christmas Lutheran Church Children’s School Kits will be collected as a free-will offering.
Help provide these school kits for children at Christmas Lutheran, our sister church in Bethlehem. You can write a
check for $ 13 to ALC and note School Kits on the notation line. The Social Action Committee will take care of the rest.
Giving Thanks for Your Stewardship Commitment
While Pledge cards and Time and Talent forms can continue to be brought to a church service, mailed in or returned
to the office, it's time to appreciate your 2018 commitment to the Lord’s work "so far." At this Thanksgiving time,
thank you for your outstanding example of stewardship, dear brothers and sisters in Christ!
At the Council meeting Monday, Nov. 26, committee liaisons will get the names and contact information of those of
you who generously signed up to support the church in one way or another … or many ways. As of Nov. 20, some 40
forms have been returned.
Ascension's financial secretary, Gene Heyerdahl, shares this information:
2018 Pledging Results as of Sunday, Nov 12
Totaling $123,480, 37 pledges have been received; of which, 8 increased their pledge over last year and 2
were new pledges. Eight who pledged in 2017 have yet to make a pledge for 2018, and 2 who pledged in 2017
are no longer with us.
Estimated 2018 giving for remaining regular givers totals $47,255, giving a grand total of $170,735.
Last year’s estimated grand total (for 2017) was $159,145.
Liturgical assistants needed
Please consider becoming a liturgical assistant. Once a month or so each assistant helps the pastor by standing at the
altar and helping to distribute Holy Communion. Thank you!

Additional News and Opportunities
JUMP into Christmas
This year JUMP has created new items for sale. We have lovely new notecards and an Alternative Giving card drawn
by a JUMP client, a disabled vet, who is just thrilled to be able to give back to JUMP as we have helped him in the last
several years. Please check them out. $10 each. We also have a new soup recipe – delicious and filling!
These make great items for small gifts for friends, teachers, mail deliverers, hairdressers, secretaries, etc.
Questions? Ask Beth Dreibelbis, edreib2@comcast.net

Bright Stars of Bethlehem
Be sure to check out the latest on the Dar al-Kalima Library (to which Ascension has contributed books) in their latest
update, including a wonderful video! Follow the link here to view: http://brightstarsbethlehem.org/2017/11/
bethlehem-library-construction-benefits-whole-community/
Items Needed for Newly Placed Homeless Families
They are in need of mattresses, dressers, kitchen tables/chairs, coffee and end tables, lamps, dishes, pots and pans,
linens, blankets and pillows. Families moving out of homelessness into housing are in need of pretty much anything
and everything, including cleaning supplies and toiletries in addition to the furniture items. If you have donations,
please let Karen and Pete Grant know (802-372-0123). If the items are small they can be brought to church for pick
up, otherwise we can arrange to pick them up!
Vermont Choral Union Holiday Concert
Sunday, December 3, 3:00 pm - St. Paul’s Cathedral, Burlington, Vermont
The Vermont Choral Union presents its holiday concert, “What Cheer!” From medieval song to the intimacy and
intricacy of a cappella music dating from the Renaissance to the present, 36 singers give voice to historic narratives
and carols. Harpist Heidi Soons and members of The Champlain Consort join this annual holiday
performance. Presented by Cathedral Arts. Tickets - $20 adults, $15 seniors/students, $40 family - available at the
door or in advance at www.vtchoralunion.org. Additional details also at info@vtchoralunion.org or (802) 238-9848.

