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E-News for Sunday, December 2, 2018
1st Sunday of Advent
Upcoming Week

Service This Week
Worship Participants
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Nancy Wright
Liturgical Asst: Leah Burke
Altar Guild: Julie Valliere
Communion Assistant: Bob Furst
Lector: Gene Heyerdahl
Organist: Ann Gnagey
Greeters: Joyce Gallimore & Sam Swanson
Ushers: Sharon Sturm & Richard Butz
Coffee Hour: Kris & Mousa Ishaq
Readings
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

Upcoming Birthdays
12/1 Jameson Keene
12/2 Gracie Heinchon
12/5 Gretchen Dreibelbis
12/6 Natalie Tylenda
12/7 Susan Moore
12/8 Janet Schroeter
12/11 Timothy Kemp
12/13 Tommy Bruno, Sam Swanson
12/20 Sarah Sturm
12/26 Kristen Peterson, Niam Qubrosi,
Mousa Ishaq
12/28 Elizabeth Brackett

Wednesday 6:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice
11/28
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir Practice
Thursday
11/29
Friday
11/30
Saturday
12/1

5:30 p.m. Care for Creation Meeting
7:00 p.m. Social Action Meeting
10:00 a.m.– 12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kidermusik (Rental)
2:00 p.m. Memorial Service for John Lemkul (See
Announcements)

Sunday
12/2

9:00 a.m. Sunday School Advent Wreath Making
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
11:30 a.m. Meals on Wheels Coffee Hour
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental)

Tuesday
12/4

10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Timbernook (Rental)
6:00-9:00 p.m. Nunn’s Men’s Group (Rental

Wednesday 6:15 p.m. Contemporary Choir Practice
12/5
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir Practice
Thursday
12/6

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Quilt Group
11:00 a.m. Mutual Ministry

Friday
12/7

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Saturday
12/8

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Sunday
12/9

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental)

View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
Need to add something? Call or email: 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org.

Pastor’s Message
Dear Ascension Parishioners,
Advent
This Sunday we enter into the season of Advent. Advent is a time of waiting for fulfillment of the coming of Christ into
our lives at Christmas. But it is also a time of simply noticing and rejoicing in the presence of Christ with us and in the
world now. Whenever we see or sense love, or hope, or beauty, we can give thanks for Christ’s presence.
This beautiful passage from the Christian writer O’Donohue, gives a meditation suitable for Advent.
“There is a quiet light that shines in every heart. It draws no attention to itself, though it is always secretly there. It is
what illuminates our minds to see beauty, our desire to seek possibility, and our hearts to love life. Without this subtle
quickening our days would be empty and wearisome, and no horizon would ever awaken our longing. Our passion for
life is quietly sustained from somewhere in us that is wedded to the energy and excitement of life. This shy inner light
is what enables us to recognize and receive our very presence here as a blessing. We enter the world as strangers
who all at once become heirs to a harvest of memory, spirit, and dream that has preceded us and will now enfold,
nourish, and sustain us.” John O’Donohue, To Bless the Space Between Us.
The harvest that O’Donohue celebrates is the timeless mystery of God’s presence, ushering in the dawn of justice,
peace, and love.
Prayer during Advent
Advent is a time for added prayer and meditation. There is so much suffering in the world. Kathe Bruno particularly
has brought my attention to the millions of starving people in Yemen due to the continued conflict there. Here is a list
of relief agencies: https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=1904. Please pray for the end
to the conflict.
Celebration of the Life of John Lemkul
The synod ran this notice yesterday:
“The Rev. John Lemkul died on November 24, 2018. He was 90. A memorial service will be
held Saturday, December 1, at 2:00 p.m., at Ascension Lutheran Church, 95 Allen Road, South Burlington, Vermont.
Memorial gifts may be sent to Our Savior Lutheran Church, 5 Summer St., Hanover, NH 03755; Ascension Lutheran
Church, 95 Allen Rd., S. Burlington, VT 05403; or Bread for the World, 425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1200, Washington, DC
20024. Rev. Lemkul served as pastor of Our Savior from 1967 to 1993 and was an active member of Ascension during
retirement. He is survived by his daughter, Elizabeth Lemkul. May God comfort all those who mourn.”
We will miss John very much. I often listen to Minnesota Public Radio program Pipedreams on Sunday evenings. So
often I felt I was listening with John. Last Sunday evening, I felt sad as I was newly aware of listening alone. But I am
grateful for his joy in ministry and in music that he shared with us for so many years.

The service will be followed by a simple time of fellowship. Congregation members are invited to bring small plates of
finger food, if they wish.
Blessings,
Pr. Nancy

Sunday School News
Children’s Sunday School and Confirmation
•

December 2nd begins Advent, which means it's our annual Advent wreath making party! We'll share a story about
Advent wreaths before we head into the fellowship hall to make them. Families, please plan to stay with your child
to help make the wreaths. Please bring clippers if you have them (and label them so you know they're yours!) and
work gloves, and either bring your wreath frame from last year or feel free to buy one from us for $5. We'll also
have candle sets for sale for $5 if you need them. We'll close with a Christmas story and hand out Advent
calendars and our food boxes for our Reverse Advent Calendar Food Drive. If your family doesn't already have a
CD of the music for our pageant this year, please make sure you get a CD today!

•

December 9 is our first rehearsal day for the Christmas Pageant! Please make sure to come on time at 9am so we
have the whole morning to practice, learn the songs, and assign parts. Any parents who are interested are welcome
to join and help with the show! Don't forget to practice the music at home :-)

•

December 16 is our Christmas Pageant! Please make sure you're there on time so we have the full morning to
practice and get into costume. The pageant will be during the service, so please plan to stay for church today. Don't
forget to bring back your food boxes for donation this week!

•

December 23 there is no regular Sunday School so teachers can travel for the holiday. Just like at Thanksgiving, I'll
still be here, so I'll hold a special multi-age Christmas Sunday School lesson during the regular time. Everyone is
welcome, including visiting family and friends. I'm looking forward to sharing my favorite holiday with you all!

•

December 30, there is no Sunday School. Have a wonderful New Years, everyone!

Questions? Contact Jessica, jessica.l.summer@gmail.com or 828-612-3899
Confirmation Class
We will continue the Lutheran lessons, the creeds, etc. in the next month as well as leading the Abenaki Food Drive
during Advent.
Sunday Conversations over Coffee
Ascension is committed to helping parents support their children by encouraging communication with each other
during the Sunday school hour. Beginning this Sunday, parents who bring their children to Sunday school and are not
engaged in teaching are encouraged to meet with other parents in the church basement. Parents may bring children
who are too young for Sunday school. Tables and chairs are always set up and a Keurig coffee pot and cups, etc. will
always be available. We hope you will join with other parents on Sunday mornings anytime between 9:00 a.m. and
9:50 a.m. for informal conversations in the church basement.

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events
John Lemkul

It is with sadness that I write to share news of the passing of Rev. John Lemkul this past Saturday morning. John was
deeply loved at Ascension, at Wake Robin, and at the church where he previously served as pastor, Our Savior
Lutheran, Hanover, New Hampshire. He was, as well, a beloved friend to many and dear father to Elizabeth Lemkul.
John was a mentor to Pr. Nancy when she began to pastor Ascension in 2006. His love of Jesus Christ, of scripture, and
of music, especially Bach, were gifts to us all. He faithfully chose many of the hymns sung for Ascension’s worship
services until two months ago.
The memorial service is scheduled for Saturday, December 1, at 2 pm at Ascension Lutheran Church.
May God comfort all who mourn, and may John know great joy in the presence of the saints.

Meals on Wheels Celebration
Please plan to stay for coffee hour on Sunday, December 2nd, when we’ll be celebrating Ascension’s 40 years of
participation in Meals on Wheels… hear some stories, eat good food, and learn why Friday deliveries were extra
special!
Visiting Parishioners
Pastor Nancy is following several parishioners and encourages you to join her.
Anna Marie Mattson is recovering in UVM Medical Center. Visits and calls welcome, 802-847-0000.
Abenaki Food Drive
The Confirmation class is leading a collection of food for the Abenaki tribe for the holidays. We will be collecting nonperishable food every week until Dec. 15. Please put your donation in the basket in the Narthex marked for the food
collection. The Sunday School students will be adding to this basket too! Let's all pitch in and fill it up!
Mentors Wanted !!
We have 7 seven Confirmands in need of Mentors. A Confirmation Mentor can be as little or as much as the student/
mentor want it to be. You can share an interest, food, conversation, fun activities, or just talk! Its up to you two!
Our confirmation class gets confirmed October 2019. We want our Confirmands to have a special relationship with a
member of the church family. We have done this in past years and it really adds so much to the experience for you of
you. We have one volunteer already so we only need six more….can you be one of our mentors?
Questions or sign up - call Beth Dreibelbis 899-4557 or edreib2@comcast.net.
Save the Date: December 15
On Saturday, December 15, 2018, Ascension will join the congregations of Washington National Cathedral and
Christmas Lutheran Church--our sister congregation--for a live simulcast worship service. Prayers, readings, and
hymns in both Arabic and English alternate between Washington, D.C., and Bethlehem, Palestine, bringing those of
different lands, languages, and ethnic backgrounds together in celebration of the birth of Jesus.
We will start at Ascension at 8:30 A.M., with breakfast featuring Palestinian and American specialties, followed by the
service at 9:30 A.M. Look for the sign up sheet at church, starting November 18.
There is no charge for the breakfast; rather, the Social Action Committee will collect donations for Bright Stars of
Bethlehem student scholarships. Questions? Contact Mousa and Kris Ishaq, 802/878-3695 or mkishaq@comcast.net.
Hearing the Worship service—Including Announcements
Ascension has hearing assisted devices for use during the service. Pls. ask an usher for any needed assistance in
locating or using them (a sign in the narthex will indicate where you can obtain them).
SHAMPOO NEEDED !!!
Please don’t forget your shampoo for JUMP. Look for the sales - it often costs $1 or less. If you want to give any other
personal hygiene items, feel free. Perhaps when you buy yourself soap, deodorant you can buy one for you - one for
JUMP! Thanks - from all the people who come to JUMP for help.
Ushers Needed
ALC is in urgent need of additional ushers. Would each of you prayerfully consider signing up to join the team of
ushers? Please contact Jake Hansen if you are interested would like a little more information on what the job entails.
Organic343@hotmail.com or 802-453-3384. Thank you!

Additional News and Opportunities
JUMP 30th Anniversary Celebration Dinner: “Focused on the Future”
You are invited to JUMP’s 30th Year Celebration, “Focused on the Future,” Saturday, December 1, 6:00 p.m. at 925
North Ave, Burlington, VT
~Special Guests, Dinner and Music~
~Social Justice Award Bishop Thomas Ely~
~City of Burlington Proclamation~
JUMP has been assisting families living in poverty in Chittenden County for 30 years. Come and join us as we celebrate
the past and look forward to providing for our neighbors in need. This year we celebrate our 30th Anniversary of
providing dependable reliable service to help our communities most vulnerable. “Thirty Years of Continuous
Community Caring, Committed Leadership and Timeless Volunteer Service – all Hats off to JUMP”
JUMP is celebrating 30 years of….


creating caring communities



helping people get to where they need to be



decreasing transportation and economic barriers.



providing dependable reliable service to help our communities most vulnerable maintain dignity and well being

Wanda Hines; JUMP Director, “Being downtown for over 30 years comes with the help of our 28 Vermont faith
communities, collaborating community partners, voucher vendor partners, key funding from hundreds of people like
you, vital sponsorship and dollars from businesses, foundations and certainly our involvement in the community.”
Adding, “Focused on the future, JUMP Board of Directors, Volunteers and Staff are committed to helping working
poor families, low wage earners and economically disadvantaged people maintain a healthy balanced lively hood and
emotional well-being. Come celebrate!”
TICKET PRICE: $50.00 per person.

PURCHASE ONLINE or CONTACT- Beth Dreibelbis at (802) 899-4557 / EMAIL: edreib@aol.com
Furniture and Linens Needed
We are aware of 2 young men in Burlington who were struggling to live but were able to pool their limited incomes to
get an apartment together. They are sleeping on the floor and have no furniture. They could really use a couch, bed,
table and dresser. Also some linens - sheets, blankets and towels would be most welcome. If you have any of the
above items to donate, please call Karen Grant (372-0123) or email kjgrant2014@gmail.com. We can pick any items
up!
Lecture Series Around Town
Here you will find information on various lecture series being offered locally!
Racism in America and Why We Should Care: How far have we come as Americans in confronting racism? This is a topic
that remains so insidious, intimidating and painful that we prefer not to talk about it in public for fear of what we
might say or reveal, or how others might see or treat us.
Where? Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Remaining 2018 dates: 12/4. 2019 dates: 1/15, 2/12, 3/12, 4/9, 5/7
CLICK HERE for more information.

Literature Discussion Series: You are invited to participate in important discussions on contemporary topics rooted in
key American literature.
Where? Trinity Episcopal Church
Remaining 2018 dates: 11/29, 12/6, 12/20 2019 dates: 1/3, 1/17, 2/7, 2/21
CLICK HERE for more information.
VERMONT FREEDOM BAIL FUND/EL FONDO PARA LA LIBERTAD VT
Is a tax-deductible fund available to bail out immigrants living in Vermont held on immigration charges. Immigrants
with any chance of release from ICE prison need bail in order to be freed from the prison system to rejoin their
families and communities, have wider legal options, get help in preparing their cases, and be able to earn their living.
When an immigration case is closed, the person involved usually leaves the country. The bail funds may be returned
through a complex process, enabling funds to be reused. However, we cannot count on the funds being returned for
a variety of reasons. Those who benefit from the fund and stay in Vermont will be encouraged to promote the fund
within their communities. This fund enables allies to accompany our immigrant neighbors in their struggle for life.
TO DONATE:
Go to https://afgj.org/donate-fsp, choose Vermont Freedom Bail Fund, indicate your donation amount and proceed
with your payment. Or you can write checks or money orders payable to: VT Freedom Bail Fund/ AFGJ and send to
Alliance for Global Justice, Inc. 225 E. 26th Street, Suite 1, Tucson AZ 85713

Thank you very much for caring about our neighbors!
BACKGROUND: Approximately 1,000-2,000 immigrants from Mexico and Central America have been in Vermont since
the mid-1990s, working invisibly at dairy farms, sustaining Vermont’s dairy industry, and paying a heavy price with
their lives. (REF 1) Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs & Border Patrol (CBP) are arresting
undocumented immigrants all over the country under new ICE policies that have eliminated any prioritized categories
for such actions. (REF 2) ICE and CPB agents arrest people without judicial warrants, act abusively and terrorize them
on farms, separating families, arresting them outside doctors’ offices, at supermarkets, at home, walking on farm
roads. Despite passage of the Vermont law to stop racial profiling by police, state agencies have provided information
enabling ICE and CBP to identify and arrest immigrant activists in northern Vermont. (REF 3) Another factor driving
increased arrests is the federal budget for the Department of Homeland Security, which requires a daily bed quota of
34,000 immigrants to be detained in prisons, about half of which are for-profit prisons, none of which are in Vermont.
No other federal law enforcement agency has such a quota. (REF 4)

