
E-News for the week of Sunday, December 17 

Third Sunday of Advent     |     Children’s Christmas Program 

Readings 
Children’s Presentation of the 

Nativity Story 

Worship Participants 
Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright 
Liturgical Asst: Lucy Beck 
Altar Guild: Johanna White 
Communion Asst: Julia Valliere 
Lector: Children of Ascension 
Organist: Ann Gnagey 
Greeters: Karen & Red Martin 
Ushers: Sharon Sturm & Peter Grant 
Coffee Hour: Karen & Peter Grant 

Upcoming Week 

Wednesday, 12/13 
6:15 p.m. Choir 

7:15 p.m. Bells 

Friday, 12/15 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Saturday, 12/16 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Christmas Lutheran Services (See 
Announcement) 

Sunday, 12/17 

Children’s Program 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship (Rental) 

Monday, 12/18 5:30 p.m. Council Holiday Party @ Pr. Nancy’s House 

Wednesday, 12/20 
6:15 p.m. Choir 

7:15 p.m. Bells 

Sunday, 12/24 

Christmas Eve 

10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Worship Services (See 
Announcement) 

4:00 and 11:00 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Services (Rental) 

Monday, 12/25 

Christmas Day 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Upcoming Birthdays 

12/13 Sam Swanson 

12/13 Tommy Bruno 

12/20 Sarah Sturm 

12/26 Kristen Petersen-Ishaq 

12/26 Niam Qubrosi 

12/28 Gudny Rivers 

12/28 Elizabeth Brackett 

12/30 Bill Harrison 

1/4 Illianna Bruno 

1/4 Sharon Sturm 

1/5 Jacob Gottschalk 

1/8 Jessica Wisloski 

1/10 Shona Bruno 

 

95 Allen Road, South Burlington, VT 05403 

(802) 862-8866 

www.alcvt.org     |     https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurchVt/ 

View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html 

(month view also available outside of the office) 

Have an item to add to the calendar? We need to know the space you plan to use, any 
items (like the TV or Projector) that you’d like reserved, and the start AND 

approximate finish time of the event or meeting! Email church.office@alcvt.org to add 
or ask questions.  

Office Hours: 10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Mon-Thu; 1:00-3:00 p.m. Fri Other times by 
appointment. 

http://www.alcvt.org
https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurchVt/
http://alcvt.org/calendar.html


Pastor’s Message 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would 
obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
  
Two expressions of willingness to bear Jesus’ redeeming love came to us this week. The first is a paper written 
collaboratively by the New England synod Bishop Jim Hazelwood. Called “A Church Being Reborn: Going Forward as a 
Synod of Experimentation and Discovery,” it is downloadable here: http://bishop.nesynod.org/goingforward.pdf 
  
The ten minutes it takes to read this is well worthwhile. The bishop diagnoses the many problems affecting churches. 
He states that we are on a road to discovery, but we don’t know where the church is headed. He suggests, in 
summary:   
  
Bishop Jim Hazelwood’s Five Marks of a Church in Labor, Being Reborn 
  
Centered in the Unconditional Love of God in Christ we are: 
• A Community of Adventure—People risking everything, willing to try and fail in order to discover how God might 

be reshaping us. 
• A Communion of Confession—People known by the Cross, embracing the reality of brokenness in their own lives 

and the life of the world, and guided by biblical themes of honesty, reconciliation and forgiveness. 
• A Community of Collaboration—People who intentionally connect with other congregations, non-profits, 

businesses and government.  
• A Community of Spiritual Vitality—People centered and rooted in spiritual disciplines of prayer, meditation, 

generosity, Bible study, thanksgiving and Word & Sacrament. 
• A Community of Holy Action—People intent on making a concrete difference in our neighborhood, nation and 

world. 
We might well discuss his paper at the next council meeting and at the committees.  
  
Second, is the letter from the Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, pastor of our sister church, Christmas Lutheran, Bethlehem. Over 
the past years, I have learned much from Mitri’s letters, books, and personal authority about emotional strength 
behind decades of work for justice. That strength, which is a combination of compassion, grief, hope in Christ, and 
knowledgeable resistance, among other qualities, can guide us in this Advent time of reappraisal of our lives: 
  
Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb’s Theological Reflection on President Trump’s Address Regarding Jerusalem 
The Christmas story starts with an imperial decree signed by Caesar Augustus. As I was watching President Trump’s 
address yesterday evening on our TV, I could not help but think of the so-called Balfour Declaration signed 100 years 
ago when the British empire promised Palestine to the European Jews as their national homeland. Trump’s address 
yesterday was indeed another such imperial decree recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 
Again and again we, the Palestinian people, are sacrificed at the altar for imperial politics. In that sense nothing is new 
for us Palestinians. New is seeing a US administration abandoning international law and isolating itself from the larger 
international community. This is not only a disappointment to over one billion Muslim people for whom Jerusalem is 
Holy, but also a blow to an even larger Christian community who kept a vision for an inclusive Jerusalem shared by 
two peoples and three religions. 

Upcoming Ascension services: 
 

Advent 3—December 17—10 am Children’s Program and Holy Communion 
Advent 4—December 24—10 am Sermon and Holy Communion  

Christmas Eve—7 pm Service of Lessons, Carols, and Candles 
Christmas Day—10 am Sermon and Holy Communion 

 

http://bishop.nesynod.org/goingforward.pdf


HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events 
Christmas Flowers 
The office must receive your orders for Christmas poinsettias no later than Saturday, December 
16th. Please indicate your color preference (red, pink, or white) and the names of those you wish 
to have remembered. The cost of each plant is $10.00. 
 

Sunday School News 
Children’s Classes 
Snow should have us all thinking of Christmas!   This Sunday is our Sunday School Christmas 
program, with lots to do. Then we have two weeks with no Sunday School. We hope 
everyone is able to attend and be part of our special Christmas presentation. 
PLEASE ARRIVE AT 8:45  TO ALLOW TIME FOR COSTUMES. 
We will need to begin practice at 9 A.M. sharp (because other music needs to practice in the 
church at 9:30). All extra hands are welcome and appreciated. Thanks in advance. 
After our practice in the church we will return to the SS room.  When costumes and props 
are in place, and we practice the songs again, or iron out details, the children will have a 
snack and a bathroom break. 
We will present the program during the early part of the church service, instead of the reading of the lessons. Then all 
children will return to the Sunday School to remove costumes. All children will receive a small gift bag from the 
Sunday School, when they have returned the costume and any props. They may then join parents in church, if they 
wish.    
We thank you for your understanding and help with this Sunday's effort. And we wish you a joyful, blessed and safe 
Christmas season. 
Important Upcoming Dates:  
 Dec. 17 - Practice. and Costume distribution during Sunday School. Presentation during church.  ADVENT BOXES 

DUE 
 Dec. 24 - No Sunday School - Please join us for the Candlelight Christmas Eve service.  
 Dec. 31 - No Sunday School - Enjoy Christmas vacation.   
 Jan. 6 - Sunday School resumes our regular schedule.   
Adult Class 
The adult discussion group will be talking about Isaiah next time. What we are doing is listen to a half hour talk from a 
professor from Luther Seminary and then discussing it. These talks are an overview of various books rather than a 
detailed discussion, a little different from a lot of Bible studies. We'd love to have you join us! —Claire Anderson 

The situation is very volatile. Today the whole West Bank and Gaza are on strike. Our Dar al-Kalima University College 
is on strike too and we had to cancel our conference planned for today. The Palestinian people are in a state of 
mourning; mourning justice that was lost in the allies of power. And yet we do not believe in the power of Caesar but 
in the power of Christ, born in Bethlehem under occupation and crucified in Jerusalem by Roman authorities. Most of 
Caesars brought only bloodshed, destruction, and animosity to Jerusalem because they were not able to realize “what 
makes for peace”. No decree will deter us from working for a just peace in Jerusalem. We will continue to raise the 
next generation of creative leaders for Jerusalem and to grow hope all over Palestine. This is Christ’s legacy in this 
country and we are determined to keep it alive. 
We ask our friends to pray for us, our staff, our teachers, students and their families. We ask our partners to raise 
their prophetic voice in political advocacy. We ask our supporters to continue thinking of the little town not only 
because of Christmas but especially now at times like these. 
Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb 
 
Blessings, 
Pr. Nancy 



Quilt Raffle 
Quilt Raffle just in time for Christmas! A quilt made by Gudny Rivers is being raffled to raise money for ELCA Disaster 
Relief. Tickets are $5.00 each, or 3 for $10.00. The winning ticket will be drawn Sunday, December 17 following 
church during coffee hour. The winner does not need to be present. The quilt will be displayed in the back of the 
sanctuary on December 10 and 17th. Don’t miss a chance to see and possibly own this beautiful quilt! 
Holiday Giving Tree and Cookie Swap Thank You! 
This year’s Holiday Giving Tree wrapped up last Sunday, with a grand total of $1400 in gift cards for the families! 
Thank you for your generous response! Also, $199 was raised for the Abenaki Food Shelf at the Cookie Swap this past 
Sunday. Thank you again for your generosity. Many blessings to each of you this season! -Cheryl Couillard 
Celebrate Christmas with Christmas Lutheran Church here at Ascension: THIS SATURDAY 
December 16,  Celebrate Christmas with Christmas Lutheran Church, Bethlehem. Join us for breakfast and the 
broadcast of the annual Advent service from Ascension’s sister congregation, Christmas Lutheran Church, in 
Bethlehem, Palestine and National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., on Saturday, December 16.  Festivities begin at 8:30 
am with Palestinian and American breakfast selections.  The service begins at 9:30. 
Donations for the Christmas Lutheran Church Children’s School Kits will be collected as a free-will offering. 
Help provide these school kits for children at Christmas Lutheran, our sister church in Bethlehem.  You can write a 
check for $ 13 to ALC and note School Kits on the notation line.  The Social Action Committee will take care of the rest. 
Worship service audible in the Fellowship Hall and Kitchen 
Did you know that if you are in the kitchen setting up coffee hour or with your children in the Fellowship Hall, you can 
hear the service? The amplifier is on the wall to the right of the piano. If you can’t hear, stand on a chair and turn the 
knob to “on,” or ask an usher to do so. That is it!!! We don’t want anyone to miss out! 
A Celebration of Life for John Antos 
A Celebration of Life will be held for John Antos on Friday, January 19th at 2:00 p.m. in the Ascension Lutheran Church 
sanctuary, followed by an ice cream party. Thank you, dear friends. We have been so blessed by your love, prayers, 
and support throughout this long journey.  

————— 
John Henry Antos 

Oct. 7, 1940- December 1, 2017 
Starksboro, Vermont  

————— 
John lived life to the fullest; throughout his 77 years he felt a deep 
connection to the people he knew and the places he lived. He held a 
strong, yet quiet faith in God and His love for all people.  
As a child, John’s favorite places included his grandparents’ farm in 
North Dakota and his father’s secret fishing spots along Minnesota’s 
North Shore. As new teachers, John and Kay left their Minnesota home 
for Oregon, where John’s favorite pastimes included beachcombing, hiking, and Nordic and downhill skiing with Kay. 
There John learned winemaking and woodworking, and was known to his elementary students for putting on original 
plays and making homemade root beer. Returning to Minnesota each summer, John and Kay paddled in the Boundary 
Waters and enjoyed life “at the lake” with extended family. John went catching, not fishing. Upon retiring, John and 
Kay spent more time in Minnesota, where John upped his time on the golf course and tennis courts and hosted a 
daily, neighborhood happy hour. When Katie and Pete had twins Bailey and Carter, they purchased and restored an 
1850’s farmhouse in Vermont so they could be nearby. Wherever he lived or traveled, John took time to talk with 
others, listen to their stories, and learn the names of the trees, wildflowers, and birds. He was curious, and read every 
day.  
John is survived by his wife Kay, Katie, Pete, Carter and Bailey Antos-Ketcham of Starksboro, Vermont, and Roger, 
Kristin, Ian, Tristan and Kellan Oakes of Canby, Oregon, as well as dear “rellies” and friends across the country.  
A celebration of life will be held on Friday, January 19th at Ascension Lutheran Church in South Burlington, VT at 2:00 
pm. A second celebration will be held at Crosslake Lutheran Church in Crosslake, MN this summer. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider a donation to a cause you believe in.  Those who wish to share a memory of John are asked to send 
them to the family so that we can create a book for his grandchildren to help remember him as they grow.   



Additional News and Opportunities 
JUMP into Christmas 
This year JUMP has created new items for sale.  We have lovely new notecards and an Alternative Giving card drawn 
by a JUMP client, a disabled vet, who is just thrilled to be able to give back to JUMP as we have helped him in the last 
several years. Please check them out.  $10 each. We also have a new soup recipe – delicious and filling!  
These make great items for small gifts for friends, teachers, mail deliverers, hairdressers, secretaries, etc.  
Questions? Ask Beth Dreibelbis, edreib2@comcast.net 
Join JUMP 
Dear JUMP Volunteers and Supporters, 
Now is the time for all good women (and men) to come to the aid of JUMP!  A bad play on words, but an important 
appeal to JUMP supporters to join the JUMP Board and/or its committees. 
You are keenly aware of JUMP’s services to Vermont’s most vulnerable citizens.  You know the stories JUMP clients 
relate; in fact, many of you make those stories of support and gratitude happen!  JUMP’s staff and volunteers are 
amazing, to use the words from a JUMP client.  Clients tell JUMP on a daily basis how much they need and appreciate 
what the staff and volunteers do for them. 
Now I am asking a little more from those who can find it in their hearts and on their calendars to join the JUMP Board 
of Directors.  This requires a commitment of an hour and one-half (1 ½ hours) on the third Thursday of each month, 
from 12:30pm to 2:00pm.  Here we help shape the direction, services, and policies for our clients at JUMP. 
If this is something you can consider and want to talk further with me about extending service to JUMP, please call me 
(802-863-5101) or e-mail me (rpynn@comcast.net).  I would be happy to meet and go over details with you any time 
this fall. 
I look forward to hearing from you, and with the deepest appreciation and gratitude for all your support of JUMP, I 
am humbled by your commitment to serve our most vulnerable citizens in Vermont. 
Ronald Pynn, President 
JUMP Board of Directors 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel was a 9th century Latin hymn, "Veni, Veni Emmanuel". Seven days before 
Christmas Eve the singing of the "O Antiphons" was observed.  

  
Each antiphon begins as follows: 

 
O Sapentia (Wisdom) 

O Adonai (Hebrew word for God) 
O Radix Jesse (stem or root of Jesse) 

O Clavis David (key of David) 
O Oriens (dayspring) 

O Rex genitium (King of the Gentiles) 
O Emmanuel 

  
The Latin text of "O come, Emmanuel" is first documented in Germany in 1710, whereas the tune has its 

origins in 15th century France. These were linked together in a hymn publication of 1851. It is a wonderful 
combination of the poetic beauty and musical expression treasured at that time, and ever since. The verses 

we are familiar with relate to the O Antiphons mentioned above.  
  

Reflect on the rich text, the beautiful modal chant melody of the verse and the glorious moment during the 
"Rejoice, rejoice". Listen here for a version sung by The Choir of King’s College:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkQ4QdFfD3c&app=desktop 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkQ4QdFfD3c&app=desktop

