
E-News for the week of Sunday, December 10 

Second Sunday of Advent     |     Contemporary Worship 

Readings 
Isaiah 40:1-11 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
2 Peter 3:8-18 

Mark 1: 1-8 

Worship Participants 
Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright 
Liturgical Asst: Kathe Bruno 
Altar Guild: Cheryl Couillard 
Communion Asst: Marcia Gustafson 
Lector: Molly Fry 
Organist: Ann Gnagey 
Greeters: Joyce Gallimore & Sam 
Swanson 
Ushers: Richard Butz & Jake Hansen 
Coffee Hour: Johanna White & Joe 
Oppenlander PLUS Cookie Sale! (see 
announcement) 

Upcoming Week 

Wednesday, 12/6 
6:15 p.m. Contemporary Practice 

7:15 p.m. Bell Practice 

Thursday, 12/7 
9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental) 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Quilting Group 

Friday, 12/8 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Saturday, 12/9 3:00-9:00 p.m. German Christmas Party (Rental) 

Sunday, 12/10 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

11:30 a.m. Worship and Music Meeting 

3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship (Rental) 

Monday, 12/11 6:00 p.m. Finance Meeting 

Tuesday, 12/12 6:00-9:00 p.m. Property Meeting  

Wednesday, 12/13 
6:15 p.m. Choir Practice 

7:15 p.m. Bell Practice 

Upcoming Birthdays 

12/6 Natalie Tylenda 

12/7 Susan Moore 

12/8 Janet Schroeter 

12/11 Timothy Kemp 

12/13 Sam Swanson 

12/13 Tommy Bruno 

12/20 Sarah Sturm 

12/26 Kristen Petersen-Ishaq 

12/26 Niam Qubrosi 

12/28 Gudny Rivers 

12/28 Elizabeth Brackett 

 

95 Allen Road, South Burlington, VT 05403 

(802) 862-8866 

www.alcvt.org     |     https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurchVt/ 

View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html 

Have an item to add to the calendar? We need to know the space you plan to use, any 
items (like the TV or Projector) that you’d like reserved, and the start AND 

approximate finish time of the event or meeting! Email church.office@alcvt.org to add 
or ask questions.  

Office Hours: 10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Mon-Thu; 1:00-3:00 p.m. Fri Other times by 
appointment. 

http://www.alcvt.org
https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurchVt/
http://alcvt.org/calendar.html


Pastor’s Message 
Advent 2 Longing 
 In a time when we celebrate Jesus as a child, we also feel especially protective of children. 
  
People around the world long for…a better world for their children. At Ascension we are blessed with a 
growing Sunday school ministry for children and youth and wonderful teachers. And, we long to support this beautiful 
growth. 
In the summer, the Mutual Ministry committee, council, and the congregation passed a position description, 

Upcoming Ascension services: 
Advent 1—December 3—10 am Sermon and Holy 

Communion and Hanging of Chrismons 
Advent 2—December 10—10 am Sermon and Holy 

Communion 
Advent 3—December 17—10 am Children’s Program 

and Holy Communion 
Advent 4—December 24—10 am Sermon and Holy 

Communion  
Christmas Eve—7 pm Service of Lessons, Carols, and 

Candles 
Christmas Day—10 am Sermon and Holy Communion 

 

Did you know that December 6th is St. Nicholas Day? 
 

St. Nicholas, 280-343 C.E. 
Bishop of Myra 

Patron Saint of Sailors & Children 
 
Nicholas of Myra was born in what is now Turkey and lost both his parents 
when he was a young man.  Being from a wealthy family, he used is 
inheritance to help the poor. 
There are many legends concerning his life and generosity but one stands out 
has become the basis for our gift giving today. He encountered a poor man 
with three daughters.  Their father did not have enough money to pay for 
their dowries so they could marry. His only recourse was to sell them into 
servitude.  Nicholas, in one legend, left bags of gold in their house. In another, 
he threw bags of gold down their chimney which fell right into stockings that 
were hung on the hearth. Nicholas also rescued three men unjustly condemned to death from execution. 
The Dutch continued the practice of adoration of the saint by gift giving even though the practice was 
discouraged by the Reformation. They brought their tradition to the New World in the 1700s. St. Nicholas' 
nickname for the Dutch was Sinterklass which became our Santa Claus.  December 6th was his birthday and 
remains St. Nicholas Day. 
In 1820 "An Account of a Visit from St. Nicholas" by Clement Clark Moore moved Santa Claus into our American 
consciousness. In 1881, the cartoonist Thomas Nast put a face to Santa it has been so ever since.  



Sunday School News 
Children’s Classes 
Join us at 9:00 a.m. in the Children’s Wing for Sunday School! 
Important Upcoming Dates:  
 Dec. 10 - The Christmas Story and practice for our songs. Please 

make every effort to have your children attend. A few musical 
parents' help would be greatly appreciated. 

 Dec. 17 - Practice. and Costume distribution during Sunday 
School. Presentation during church. Please make every effort to 
have your children attend. 

 Dec. 24 - No Sunday School - Please join us for the Candlelight 
Christmas Eve service. 

 Dec. 31 - No Sunday School - Enjoy Christmas vacation.   
 Jan. 6 - Sunday School resumes our regular schedule.   
Adult Class 
The adult discussion group will be talking about Isaiah next time. What we are doing is listen to a half hour talk from a 
professor from Luther Seminary and then discussing it. These talks are an overview of various books rather than a 
detailed discussion, a little different from a lot of Bible studies. We'd love to have you join us! —Claire Anderson 
Youth Events 
Ripple December Youth Group Overnight 
December 9-10, 7:00 p.m.-9:45 a.m. Morning Worship, First UMC Burlington, All Youth from 5th-12th grades welcome! 
Join us for an evening of activities and laughter, friends and fun! We’ll stay in the church all night and play games 
before we have an evening vespers service and try to actually get some sleep! Friends are always welcome! 
Bring a sleeping bag, pillow, sleeping pad or mattress, a snack to share, and a change of clothes for the next morning. 
We’ll provide a bagel breakfast! 
STUDENT PERMISSION AND MEDICAL RELEASE FORM required. Find it online at www.umcburlington.com/youth or 
get a paper copy from Pastor Rachel! 

developed by the Education Committee, for an Educational Ministry Director. The Director is “to foster, oversee and 
implement child and youth programming on Sunday morning. The position is part-time, 10-15 hours/week, $20--$30/
hour with growth potential.” 
We have advertised the position in Seven Days; at UVM, St. Michael’s, and Champlain College; and in the relevant 
news outlets for the United Church of Christ, Episcopal Diocese, Presbytery of Boston and Northern New England, and 
the American Baptist Churches. We have also contacted people in our area who may know of a candidate. The 
Education committee has overseen the process, during which we have had a few inquiries and one interview. 
  
If you have any suggestions, please give them to me or Beth Dreibelbis. If you wish to see the full position description, 
email Elizabeth Wirls, at church.office@alcvt.org. If you wish to volunteer yourself, please do so. 
Meanwhile, thanks to the Education Committee, dedicated parents, volunteers, and Lydia Wisloski, Sunday School 
superintendent, for bringing fun and inspirational learning about Jesus and his message of love for the world. 
More thanks go to: 

·         The Property and Worship and Music committees for decorating and making Advent 1 a success. 
·         “Christmas Gifts that give back” (as listed in Living Lutheran, Nov. 17). You can do a world of good through 
wonderful organizations if you donate to:  America the Beautiful pass (nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm), Earthwatch 
Institute (earthwatch.org), ELCA Good Gifts (elca.org/goodgifts), fair trade gifts 
(fairtradeusa.org; lwrfarmersmarket.org; equalexchange.coop; tenthousandvillages.com; serrv.org), or adopt an 
animal (gifts.wordwildlife.org). 
Blessings during Advent, 
Pr. Nancy 

http://www.umcburlington.com/youth
mailto:church.office@alcvt.org
http://nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm
http://earthwatch.org/
http://www.elca.org/goodgifts
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http://equalexchange.coop/
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http://serrv.org/
http://gifts.wordwildlife.org/


HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events 
Holiday Giving Tree 
GIFT CARDS DUE THIS SUNDAY, 12/10! The Giving Tree is up in the Narthex! This year, all gifts will be in the 
form of various gift cards. The tags will suggest stores for the cards and a suggested amount. Feel free to 
give any amount or take as many tags as you wish! Questions? See Cheryl Couillard or email 
checouillard@yahoo.com. Thanks for your support in this project! 

Cookie Exchange: THIS SUNDAY 
We’ll be having a Cookie Exchange during Coffee Hour on Sunday, December 10! Please drop cookies 
off before church that day. A sale will be set up for during Coffee Hour to benefit the Abeniki Food 
Shelf. Questions? Please contact Cheryl Couillard. 
Christmas Flowers 
The office must receive your orders for Christmas poinsettias no later than Saturday, December 16th. 
Please indicate your color preference (red, pink, or white) and the names of those you wish to have 
remembered. The cost of each plant is $10.00. 
Clean-Up 
Note: these items have accumulated and will be given away: plates, etc. in the kitchen, and a sleeping bag. Please take 
your kitchen items and let the church office know if the sleeping bag belongs to someone you know. 
Celebrate Christmas with Christmas Lutheran Church here at Ascension 
December 16,  Celebrate Christmas with Christmas Lutheran Church, Bethlehem. Join us for breakfast and the 
broadcast of the annual Advent service from Ascension’s sister congregation, Christmas Lutheran Church, in 
Bethlehem, Palestine and National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., on Saturday, December 16.  Festivities begin at 8:30 
am with Palestinian and American breakfast selections.  The service begins at 9:30. 
Donations for the Christmas Lutheran Church Children’s School Kits will be collected as a free-will offering. 
Help provide these school kits for children at Christmas Lutheran, our sister church in Bethlehem.  You can write a 
check for $ 13 to ALC and note School Kits on the notation line.  The Social Action Committee will take care of the rest. 
A Celebration of Life for John Antos 
A Celebration of Life will be held for John Antos on Friday, January 19th at 2:00 p.m. in the Ascension Lutheran Church 
sanctuary, followed by an ice cream party. Thank you, dear friends. We have been so blessed by your love, prayers, 
and support throughout this long journey.  

Additional News and Opportunities 
JUMP into Christmas 
This year JUMP has created new items for sale.  We have lovely new notecards and an Alternative Giving card drawn 
by a JUMP client, a disabled vet, who is just thrilled to be able to give back to JUMP as we have helped him in the last 
several years. Please check them out.  $10 each. We also have a new soup recipe – delicious and filling!  
These make great items for small gifts for friends, teachers, mail deliverers, hairdressers, secretaries, etc.  
Questions? Ask Beth Dreibelbis, edreib2@comcast.net 
Open Letter to President Trump 
President Trump plans to announce today that he recognizes Jerusalem as the Israeli capital. This recommendation 
upends seven decades of United States policy, which has been to promote recognition of Jerusalem as the Holy City 
for three faiths: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Pope Francis and many global and regional leaders have voiced deep 
concern. Bishop Munib Younan, bishop of our sister synod, the Evangelical Lutheran church of Jordan and the Holy 
Land, and thirteen heads of churches in Jerusalem, sent the attached letter to President Trump. CLICK HERE for the 
letter. 

http://alcvt.org/docs/openletter.pdf

