
E-News for Sunday, November 4, 2018 

All Saints Sunday 

Upcoming Week 

Wednesday 
10/31 

6:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 

Thursday 
11/1 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Quilt Group 

Friday 
11/2 

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Saturday 
11/3 

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Sunday 
11/4 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental) 

Tuesday 
11/6 

10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. TimberNook (Rental) 
6:00-9:00 p.m. Nunn’s Men’s Group (Rental) 

Wednesday 
11/7 

6:15 p.m. Contemporary Choir Practice 
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 

Friday 
11/9 

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Saturday 
11/10 

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Sunday 
11/11  

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental) 

View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html 
Need to add something? Call or email: 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org. 

Upcoming Birthdays 
 

10/31 Rochelle Hanson 
11/1 Kelli Tylenda, Russell Agne 

11/3 Denise Puisto 
11/7 Francis Gonyaw 
11/9 Margo Breiland 
11/10 Jonas Western 

11/12 David Burke 
11/15 Cheryl Heppner 

11/16 Elias Carter 
11/19 Marcia Gustafson 

11/27 Charlie Cutting 
12/1 Jameson Keene 

 

95 Allen Road, South Burlington, VT 05403 
(802) 862-8866 

www.alcvt.org     |     https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurchVt/ 

Service This Week 
 

Worship Participants 
Pastor: Pr. Nancy Wright 
Liturgical Asst: Lucy Beck 
Altar Guild: Kris & Mousa Ishaq 
Communion Assistant: Marcia Gustafson 
Lector: Beth Dreibelbis 
Organist: Ann Gnagey 
Greeters: The Huggetts 
Ushers: Bill & Henry Huggett, Jake Hansen 
Coffee Hour: Cheryl Heppner 
Readings 
Isaiah 25:6-9 
Psalm 24 
Revelation 21:1-6A 
John 11:32-44 

http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
http://www.alcvt.org
https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurchVt/


Pastor’s Message 
Dear Ascension Parishioners,  

Healing Communities 

We have read with horror about the killing of 11 Jewish people worshiping in the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh 

last Saturday. Our hearts go out to our friends, neighbors, and all others affected so deeply by this attack. 

None of us are truly safe, whether physically, spiritually, or psychologically, in a country where vilifying other groups 

(people of varied nationalities, gender, sexual orientation, political party, or religion) has become a common practice 

among our political leaders at the highest levels, despite their denials that such hate speech ignites violence.  

Tuesday’s election will reveal much about the moral quality of our country. It is incumbent upon Christians to vote 

their conscience, work with others to build communities of respect and understanding, and remember that the 

Greatest Commandment is “Love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength, and neighbor as self.” 

Gratitude for the Stewardship committee 

At Ascension we continually feel grateful for all the gifts shared in so many ways. Some are hidden and others more 

apparent. I love seeing how parishioners express their talents and interests as they care for our church and 

congregation. 

One example is the culmination of the Stewardship committee’s planning--the festive coffee hour last Sunday. The 

committee had discussed many aspects, including whether to have a stand up or sit-down coffee hour. The latest 

decision had been for a stand up (for ease, to help people feel welcome). But when I disrobed after worship and went 

in and saw the Fellowship Hall, it was filled with folks happily gathered around tables. They were talking together like 

long lost friends, newly discovered, enjoying food from a beautiful banquet table! 

Thanks to the stewardship committee: Erik Breiland, chair; Vicki Lemley, and Joe Oppenlander. Vicki Lemley, with her 

beautiful hospitality skills, coordinated the festive coffee hour—thanks so much Vicki. She has said in a message that 

she couldn’t have done it without Peter and Karen Grant. She goes on: “Actually, I'm not sure where the ‘thanks’ 

stops ... I know that many tables were set up when it became clear they were needed ... and coffee was made ... and 

the serving tables groaned with delicious food .... I'm so very thankful for all those who stayed after the service to add 

their fellowship to the gathering! Every celebration needs celebrants!” 

What a beautiful expression of appreciation of shared gifts! 

Confirmation Retreat 

Our confirmands met with Beth, Jess, and me (with Doug firmly supporting the effort) at the Dreibelbis home in 

Jericho last Friday night and Saturday. 

We merged discussion of law and grace and commitment to following Christ with exercises from the book The 

Thundering Years: Rituals and Sacred Wisdom for Teens. During an exercise about mountaintop experiences, we said 

that Jesus and Moses had such experiences and so do the youth.  

Confirmation can be a transition when we ask ourselves these questions (examples here are some of the questions 

given to them from the book, to which the students wrote answers): What events brought you to this place in your 

life? Can you see how one choice leads to another? What pain are you experiencing? What gifts and opportunities are 

being offered to you now? What choices are you making that will determine what is to come? What do you see 

awaiting you and the planet in the distant future if you continue to go on as you are presently? 



Sunday School News 

Children’s Sunday School and Confirmation 

Dear Ascension Families, 

Happy Fall! Sunday School classes are going great, and we all had so much fun last week for our first Special Sunday 
for Reformation Sunday. After a full confirmation retreat, the confirmation class stepped up to lead all our centers and 
teach about Martin Luther. I'm so proud of them! I also want to thank Henry and Bill Huggett for their work on our 
stewardship project to help spread the wood chips on the trails. Thanks for the suggestion Henry, and for bringing 
your Cub Scouts to help as well! 

This week we'll be back to our normal schedule of gathering for an opening in the Sunday School wing before 
dismissing to classes for the rest of the morning. There are a few dates to make note of as we move into Advent, so I 
wanted to announce them early. There will be no Sunday School on November 25th for Thanksgiving Break. The next 
week, December 2, is our advent wreath making party, so please dust off your wreath frame, gloves, and clippers and 
bring them with! Families, please plan to stay with your child for this activity. Everyone is welcome, so even if you 
don't have children or grandchildren in Sunday School, please join us for this morning of fun! December 16th will be 
our Christmas Special Sunday. We are doing a Christmas pageant, so please plan to attend the service on the 16th to 
be in the show! We'll have plenty of time in Sunday School to practice on the 9th and 16th. 

Thank you, and see you all Sunday morning! -Jess 

Questions? Contact Jessica, jessica.l.summer@gmail.com  or 828-612-3899  

Confirmation Class 

The retreat was a fun, learning, bonding time….a good time was had by all.  Thanks to all of you for getting your child 
there, for the late drop-offs caused by sports, and especially for lending us your children for the day.  It was a packed 
24 hours.  The kids played Apples to Apples, read, meditated, watched a movie, talked about feelings, dreams and 
faith….oh, yeah, we ate.  I love feeding a houseful of teens! 
Your children are very thoughtful and really had some insightful things to share. It really was so inspirational to the 
adults and kids alike. They are incredible young adults. 
Now, next steps….We will continue the Lutheran lessons, the creeds, etc. in the next month.  One thing I forgot to 
mention to the class - we were asked by the Social Action (Mission) committee to take the lead for the Abenaki Food 

The students wrote, and we shared.  

We asked the students to then write what they see as the world’s problems. Answers: terrorists, poverty, cancer, 

world hunger, segregation, deforestation, environmental issues, neo-Nazis.  

We emphasized that they have a choice to respond to God’s call to be courageous to respond positively to these 

problems in their life choices, and to use their gifts for peace, justice, harmony, and healing of creation.  

When one student mentioned that there is so much stuff in the stores, we watched the great 20-minute You Tube 

video “The Story of Stuff.” The well-presented instructional video describes how creating all the stuff we in the 

developed world buy, use and throw away devastates the planet’s ecosystems, and creates inequality and global 

warming. A sobering discussing followed. 

Much laughter around the game Apples to Apples, a nature walk, and luscious meals were enjoyed by all. We have 

wonderful confirmation students! 

Many blessings, 

Pr. Nancy 
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HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events 

New Members 

Matthew and Desiree DiBella will join Ascension as new members on Sunday, and their son, Luca, will be Baptized.  

Matthew grew up in Nashua, NH, attending a Lutheran church with his parents and younger sister.  He attended 
college at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, TN, and law school at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, LA.  
Desiree grew up in Munford, TN with two brothers.  She received confirmation at a Catholic Church and attended 
college at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville, TN. We met in Baton Rouge while Desiree was visiting her brother 
at LSU.  After we both graduated, we moved to Nashville, TN where Desiree taught kindergarten through the Teach 
for America program and Matthew worked as an attorney for a company specializing in electronic document review.   

After getting married in the summer of 2015, we moved to Burlington for Desiree to attend medical school at the 
UVM Larner College of Medicine. Desiree is currently in her last year of school and is in the process of interviewing for 
residency programs. She is planning to specialize in pediatrics. Matthew is an attorney with the State of Vermont 
Department of Human Resources, dealing with employment and labor law.  Our son Luca was born in April of this 
year, and is an ever present source of joy in our lives. We enjoy traveling as a family, hiking, going to the movies, and 
volunteering in our community.  

Throughout our time in Vermont, we've been looking for a church to call home.  After visiting several churches in the 
area, we decided to check out Ascension.  The congregation was warm and welcoming from the very first time, and it 
was wonderful that people remembered us when we returned.  We look forward to joining the Ascension community 
and continuing to grow in our faith with all of you! -Matthew and Desiree DiBella 

The Stewardship Committee Thanks You!! 

To all of you who turned in your 2019 pledge cards and Time and Talent forms on Stewardship Sunday, Oct. 28 … 
Thank You! To all of you who stayed after the service to celebrate over good food (and thank you for that!) and 
fellowship at the Potluck Harvest Brunch … Thank You! Thank you to everyone who participated and helped our 
Ascension family have a warm and wonderful gathering. 

This Sunday we have another opportunity, dear wise brothers and sisters in Christ, to make or to renew our 
commitment to support our church and to be faithful stewards.  You can return your 2019 Time and Talent form and 
pledge card then—or pick up the card and form to fill out if you need them. You also can choose to mail your card and 
form or bring them to the church office for the attention of our financial secretary, Gene Heyerdahl. 

To make budget plans and plans to do God’s work, we ask for your response as soon as possible. Again and again … 
Thank You! 

Baskets during Advent this year.  Kathe Bruno usually does these and she has moved so, with her help, we will make a 
plan, involve the congregation, collect and then take the food to the Abenakis.  I will talk to Kathe this week and see 
what is best at their end and then we can talk about it on Sunday.  I wanted to give everyone a heads up with this 
though.  I envision the students talking to the congregation about this and then leading the collection on Sundays…
but I am open to suggestions.  Please mention this to your child so we can be thinking about it this week and they can 
come with ideas on Sunday. -Beth Dreibelbis 

Slow Conversations, Continued 

The 20’s/30’s/40’s-ish group continues to meet in the basement. They meet each Sunday during the Sunday School 
Hour from 9:05-9:45 a.m. in the church basement. This session will run until Thanksgiving. Coffee and snacks will be 
provided. This will again be facilitated by john Fritsche, retired education professor and member of Ascension.  

Questions? Please contact John Fritsche  



Additional News and Opportunities 

Show Up For Shabbat: THIS FRIDAY 

What can you do to reject anti-Semitism and show solidarity with your local Jewish community? #ShowUpForShabbat 

In response to the massacre at the Tree of Life Congregation in Pittsburgh, synagogues all over the world are asking 
people to #ShowUpForShabbat this Friday night. Whether you are a Jew who doesn’t usually attend, or you are not 
Jewish but want to show unity and support, Rabbi David Edleson invites you to join Temple Sinai for Sabbath Services 
Friday, November 2, 6:30 p.m., 500 Swift Street, South Burlington.  

2018 VERMONT VOTER TOOLKIT  

VPIRG Tools for Democracy Project: We recognize that in the 21st century, there are endless opportunities for 
Vermonters to engage with their elected officials — from Facebook to Front Porch Forum, Vermonters are plugged-in 
and connecting like never before. That's why we launched the VPIRG Tools for Democracy Project — an online tool 
that lists all candidates for Vermont office and links to their websites, Facebook pages and Twitter accounts if they 
have them. We hope you’ll use this page to learn more about the candidates running for office in your districts and 

Mentors Wanted !! 

We have 7 seven Confirmands in need of Mentors.  A Confirmation Mentor can be as little or as much as the student/
mentor want it to be.  You can share an interest, food, conversation, fun activities, or just talk! Its up to you two! 

Our confirmation class gets confirmed October 2019. We want our Confirmands to have a special relationship with a 
member of the church family.  We have done this in past years and it really adds so much to the experience for you of 
you.  We have one volunteer already so we only need six more….can you be one of our mentors? 

Questions or sign up - call Beth Dreibelbis 899-4557 or edreib2@comcast.net. 

Hearing the Worship service—Including Announcements 

Ascension has hearing assisted devices for use during the service. Pls. ask an usher for any needed assistance in 
locating or using them (a sign in the narthex will indicate where you can obtain them). 

SHAMPOO NEEDED !!! 

Please don’t forget your shampoo for JUMP. Look for the sales - it often costs $1 or less.  If you want to give any other 
personal hygiene items, feel free. Perhaps when you buy yourself soap, deodorant you can buy one for you - one for 
JUMP! Thanks - from all the people who come to JUMP for help. 

Which Fair Trade Chocolate bar is your favorite? 

Now that cooler shipping weather is here, chocolate is again available. Dark chocolate almond, or mint, or caramel, or 
coconut!  Let me know your preference. My e-mail is dpittman@gmavt.net, and the catalog on the coffee table lists it 
all. –Donna, The Coffee (and chocolate) Lady. 

Liturgical Assistants Needed 

The liturgical assistant is usually robed and stands with the pastor at the altar to lay the table for communion and 
assists in the communion distribution. The liturgical assistant also leads the congregation in the Psalm reading and in 
the prayers.  Please tell Pr. Nancy if you are interested. This is a wonderful ministry!  

Ushers Needed 

ALC is in urgent need of additional ushers. Would each of you prayerfully consider signing up to join the team of 
ushers? Please contact Jake Hansen if you are interested would like a little more information on what the job entails. 
Organic343@hotmail.com or 802-453-3384. Thank you! 

https://www.vpirg.org/vpirg-votes/2018-vermont-voter-resources/tools-for-democracy/
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use these platforms to actually communicate directly with the candidates and let them know what issues matter most 
to you. 

CLICK HERE to check out Tools for Democracy. 

VPIRG's 2017-2018 Legislative Scorecard: VPIRG produces a scorecard of key votes at the conclusion of each legislative 
biennium. You can use this year's scorecard to find out how your representatives in the Vermont House and Senate 
voted on important public interest issues, including climate solutions, energy efficiency, toxic chemical protections, 
data privacy, net neutrality and more. 

CLICK HERE to check out the Legislative Scorecard. 

Secretary of State's Voter Portal: Log-in to your voter portal on the Vermont Secretary of State's website to preview 
your ballot, locate your polling place, verify your voter registration, and access other important voter resources.  

CLICK HERE to view the Voter Portal. 

Take the 3SquaresVT Challenge 

November 11th -17th 2018--Do it for a week, a day, or a meal! 

This November 11th -17th, as part of National Hunger & Homelessness Awareness Week, Hunger Free Vermont 
invites you to build awareness about food insecurity by taking the 3SquaresVT Challenge. The 3SquaresVT Challenge 
seeks to highlight what it is like to eat on the average 3SquaresVT benefit, approximately: 

$37 a week for a single person (amount varies by household size) 

$5.22 a day 

$1.74 per meal 

Hunger in Vermont is both wide-reaching and complex. 1 in 10 Vermonters struggle to afford enough food, and an 
average of 74,000 Vermonters a month receive 3SquaresVT benefits. The purpose of the Challenge is not to emulate 
the reality of food insecurity for Vermonters, because every family’s situation is different, but to instead draw 
attention to the experience of living on a strict food budget allotment and how that may or may not change your daily 
life both physically and mentally. 

LEARN MORE & REGISTER HERE 

I Am Art Exhibit at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul  

2 Cherry Street, Burlington, October 25 - November 25, 2018  

An East-West contemporary art exhibition featuring 31 premier Middle Eastern women artists from 12 countries 
visually celebrating the rich, diverse, and pivotal contributions that women make to the enduring global quest for 
harmony and peace. Curated by Janet Rady. Opening Program and Reception - October 25, 2018, at 5:00 P.M. 

For more information, CLICK HERE. 

Ascension member Lucy Beck urges all to check out this wonderful exhibit. She shares that it is full of wonderful, 
powerful pieces that will challenge your ideas of stereotypes.  

Food for Thought Pot-Luck Forums for Fall 2018 

Food for Thought is a series of community wide pot-luck forums addressing topics of interest and concern, held at the 
library of Mount Mansfield Union High School, and cosponsored by the High School and Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Jericho, Vermont.  

The Development of Artificial Intelligence- When the Created Reflects their Creators: 

Tuesday, November 13, 2018, 6:30 pm: Do Robots Have an Ability to Reflect Moral Judgment?  

https://www.vpirg.org/vpirg-votes/2018-vermont-voter-resources/tools-for-democracy/
http://www.vpirg.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2017-2018-Newsletter.pdf
https://mvp.sec.state.vt.us/MVP/VoterResources
https://hhweek.org/
https://www.hungerfreevt.org/3squaresvt-challenge/
https://www.stpaulscathedralvt.org/uploads/8/0/2/2/80223354/i_am_poster_burlington_with_pr.pdf


CLICK HERE for more information. 

JUMP 30th Anniversary Celebration Dinner: “Focused on the Future” 

You are invited to JUMP’s 30th Year Celebration, “Focused on the Future,” Saturday, December 1, 6:00 p.m. at 925 
North Ave, Burlington, VT 

~Special Guests, Dinner and Music~  

~Social Justice Award Bishop Thomas Ely~ 

~City of Burlington Proclamation~ 

JUMP has been assisting families living in poverty in Chittenden County for 30 years. Come and join us as we celebrate 
the past and look forward to providing for our neighbors in need.  This year we celebrate our 30th Anniversary of 
providing dependable reliable service to help our communities most vulnerable. “Thirty Years of Continuous 
Community Caring, Committed Leadership and Timeless Volunteer Service – all Hats off to JUMP” 

JUMP is celebrating 30 years of…. 

 creating caring communities 

 helping people get to where they need to be 

 decreasing transportation and economic barriers. 

 providing dependable reliable service to help our communities most vulnerable maintain dignity and well being 

Wanda Hines; JUMP Director, “Being downtown for over 30 years comes with the help of our 28 Vermont faith 
communities, collaborating community partners, voucher vendor partners, key funding from hundreds of people like 
you, vital sponsorship and dollars from businesses, foundations and certainly our involvement in the community.” 

Adding, “Focused on the future, JUMP Board of Directors, Volunteers and Staff are committed to helping working 
poor families, low wage earners and economically disadvantaged people maintain a healthy balanced lively hood and 
emotional well-being. Come celebrate!” 

TICKET PRICE: $50.00 per person. 

PURCHASE ONLINE or CONTACT- Beth Dreibelbis at (802) 899-4557 / EMAIL: edreib@aol.com 

Lecture Series Around Town 

Here you will find information on various lecture series being offered locally! 

Racism in America and Why We Should Care: How far have we come as Americans in confronting racism? This is a topic 
that remains so insidious, intimidating and painful that we prefer not to talk about it in public for fear of what we 
might say or reveal, or how others might see or treat us.  

Where? Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Remaining 2018 dates: 11/7, 12/4. 2019 dates: 1/15, 2/12, 3/12, 4/9, 5/7 

CLICK HERE for more information. 

Literature Discussion Series: You are invited to participate in important discussions on contemporary topics rooted in 
key American literature.  

Where? Trinity Episcopal Church 

Remaining 2018 dates: 11/15, 11/29, 12/6, 12/20 2019 dates: 1/3, 1/17, 2/7, 2/21 

CLICK HERE for more information. 
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