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E-News for Sunday, November 18, 2018
26th Sunday after Pentecost
Upcoming Week

Service This Week
Worship Participants
Pastor: Rev. Ann Larson
Liturgical Asst: Jessica Summer
Altar Guild: Antje Mann
Communion Assistant: Cheryl Heppner
Lector: John Fritsche
Organist: Ann Gnagey
Greeters: Beth & Doug Dreibelbis
Ushers: Doug Dreibelbis & Ron Ulmer
Coffee Hour: The Pittmans
Readings
Daniel 12:1-3
Psalm 16
Hebrews 10:11-25
Mark 13:1-8

Upcoming Birthdays
11/15 Cheryl Heppner
11/16 Elias Carter
11/19 Marcia Gustafson
11/27 Charlie Cutting
12/1 Jameson Keene
12/2 Gracie Heinchon
12/5 Gretchen Dreibelbis
12/6 Natalie Tylenda
12/7 Susan Moore
12/8 Janet Schroeter
12/11 Timothy Kemp
12/13 Tommy Bruno, Sam Swanson

9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Embroidery Guild (Rental)
Wednesday 9:30-11:30 a.m. TimberNook (Rental)
11/14
6:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir Practice
Thursday
11/15

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Quilt Group
12:30 p.m. Men’s Fellowship Gathering (SEE
ANNOUNCEMENT)

Friday
11/16

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Saturday
11/17

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Sunday
11/18

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental)

Monday
11/19

10:00 a.m. PCAVT (Rental)

Tuesday
11/20

6:00-9:00 p.m. Nunn’s Men’s Group (Rental)

Wednesday 6:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice
11/21
7:15 p.m. Contemporary Choir Practice
View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
Need to add something? Call or email: 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org.

Pastor’s Message
Dear Ascension Parishioners,
Beauty in Worship
A special thank you to those of you who have made our sanctuary and out of doors so beautiful. Beauty is part of
worship.
Thanks to Gary Pittman for the baptismal font stand (more information about the stand will be in the upcoming
Church Mouse). Thanks to the team involved in the outdoor cross: Lydia Wisloski, Ann Gnagey, Ron Ulmer, Richard
Butz, and Gary Pittman. Thanks to Bob and Suzanne Furst for hanging the many varied banners that grace our
sanctuary through the seasons. And, finally, thanks to all of you for bringing your open hearts each Sunday. You, too,
are beautiful!
Study Leave Trip to Denver for the American Academy of Religion
I will be taking a trip to Denver for the American Academy of Religion (AAR) meeting Nov. 23-26 and to worship at the
famous ELCA church The House of All Sinners and Saints (www.houseforall.org). The pastor who started the church,
Nadia Boltz-Weber, was interviewed on the radio program On Being.
The AAR convenes all of the professors of religion around the country. I will present our Manual for Watershed
Discipleship at the Religion and Ecology luncheon, and also attend several Lutheran panels. I will swing through PA to
be with family for Thanksgiving, returning by train on Friday, Nov. 23. I will still receive emails; my cell phone number
is 347-525-4060.
Rachel and Ripple
Rachel Fraumann (whom we knew as Rachel Stampul) still directs Ripple, now as part of her full-time pastorate at First
United Methodist Church, Burlington (http://www.umcburlington.com/ripple/) We can feel proud to have started
Ripple with Rachel, which is still open to any interested youth and meets every Tuesday evening. Also, we were
helpful in Rachel’s progress toward officially being ordained as a Methodist clergywoman, in June 2019.
Congratulations, Rachel!
Blessings, Pr. Nancy

Sunday School News
Children’s Sunday School and Confirmation
Upcoming Events:
There will be no Sunday School on November 25th for Thanksgiving Break. The next week, December 2, is our advent
wreath making party, so please dust off your wreath frame, gloves, and clippers and bring them with! Families, please
plan to stay with your child for this activity. Everyone is welcome, so even if you don't have children or grandchildren
in Sunday School, please join us for this morning of fun! December 16th will be our Christmas Special Sunday. We are
doing a Christmas pageant, so please plan to attend the service on the 16th to be in the show! We'll have plenty of
time in Sunday School to practice on the 9th and 16th.
Questions? Contact Jessica, jessica.l.summer@gmail.com or 828-612-3899
Confirmation Class
We will continue the Lutheran lessons, the creeds, etc. in the next month as well as leading the Abenaki Food Drive
during Advent.

Sunday Conversations over Coffee
Ascension is committed to helping parents support their children by encouraging communication with each other
during the Sunday school hour. Beginning this Sunday, parents who bring their children to Sunday school and are not
engaged in teaching are encouraged to meet with other parents in the church basement. Parents may bring children
who are too young for Sunday school. Tables and chairs are always set up and a Keurig coffee pot and cups, etc. will
always be available. We hope you will join with other parents on Sunday mornings anytime between 9:00 a.m. and
9:50 a.m. for informal conversations in the church basement.

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events
From the President:
Attention all committees: Please plan to submit your 2019 budget requests to the office by December 10. Council is
asking that you use the usual format of submitting two lines, one optimum, and one essential, keeping in mind the
need to hold the line if possible.
Council is issuing the call for volunteers to step forward to serve on Council. We have thee vacancies and could
accept up to three additional members to come up to the full contingent of 12 authorized by the constitution. Please
talk to Pastor Nancy, me, or any other Council person. And soon, pictures of Council members and committee chairs
will be posted so newer members can more easily identify us.
Having reviewed the congregation’s evaluation of Council, we’ve learned that “transparency” is a concern to a
number of respondents. So, beginning with this month, Doug Dreibelbis our Council secretary, will be publishing the
minutes in E-news. Earlier this year, we began to issue quarterly financial reports in E-news.
Richard Butz
CLICK HERE to review Council minutes from 11/12/2018.
Goodbye from Vicki Devault
This Sunday, November 18, will be my last Sunday on Vermont. I just graduated with my PhD in Cell, Molecular, and
Biomedical Sciences at UVM and will begin a Scientist 1 position at Genocea Biosciences in Cambridge, MA after
Thanksgiving. My doctoral works focused on a particular aspect of the immune system where I found that molecular
protein switches called SLAM receptors fine-tune immune cells in order to better fight infection. At Genocea, I will be
working specifically on the fight towards personalized cancer vaccines. It has been an absolute pleasure getting to
know all of you and worshiping with you these past many years. Ascension has been a family to me and I am so happy
that I found this church back in 2012. I wish all of you and Ascension the very best, and hope to stay in touch when I
can. Thanks again for all of the support and guidance.
God Bless,
Vicki
Stewardship Committee Thank You Note
Thank you, dear Ascension brothers and sisters, for your prompt and generous responses to this fall's annual
stewardship campaign. Before sharing "final" results, the committee asks for any outstanding Pledge cards and Time
and Talent forms to be returned by Thanksgiving. Speaking of Thanksgiving, we thank God for all of you and your
inspiring examples of wisdom!
Visiting Parishioners
Pastor Nancy is following several parishioners and encourages you to join her.
John Lemkul is recovering in Linden Health of Wake Robin, Room 220; 802-264-5100. Cards and phone calls welcome.

Anna Marie Mattson is recovering in UVM Medical Center. Visits and calls welcome, 802-847-0000.
Abenaki Food Drive
The Confirmation class is leading a collection of food for the Abenaki tribe for the holidays. We will be collecting nonperishable food every week until Dec. 15. Please put your donation in the basket in the Narthex marked for the food
collection. The Sunday School students will be adding to this basket too! Let's all pitch in and fill it up!
Mentors Wanted !!
We have 7 seven Confirmands in need of Mentors. A Confirmation Mentor can be as little or as much as the student/
mentor want it to be. You can share an interest, food, conversation, fun activities, or just talk! Its up to you two!
Our confirmation class gets confirmed October 2019. We want our Confirmands to have a special relationship with a
member of the church family. We have done this in past years and it really adds so much to the experience for you of
you. We have one volunteer already so we only need six more….can you be one of our mentors?
Questions or sign up - call Beth Dreibelbis 899-4557 or edreib2@comcast.net.
Save the Date: December 15
On Saturday, December 15, 2018, Ascension will join the congregations of Washington National Cathedral and
Christmas Lutheran Church--our sister congregation--for a live simulcast worship service. Prayers, readings, and
hymns in both Arabic and English alternate between Washington, D.C., and Bethlehem, Palestine, bringing those of
different lands, languages, and ethnic backgrounds together in celebration of the birth of Jesus.

We will start at Ascension at 8:30 A.M., with breakfast featuring Palestinian and American specialties, followed by the
service at 9:30 A.M. Look for the sign up sheet at church, starting November 18.
There is no charge for the breakfast; rather, the Social Action Committee will collect donations for Bright Stars of
Bethlehem student scholarships. Questions? Contact Mousa and Kris Ishaq, 802/878-3695 or mkishaq@comcast.net.
Hearing the Worship service—Including Announcements
Ascension has hearing assisted devices for use during the service. Pls. ask an usher for any needed assistance in
locating or using them (a sign in the narthex will indicate where you can obtain them).
SHAMPOO NEEDED !!!
Please don’t forget your shampoo for JUMP. Look for the sales - it often costs $1 or less. If you want to give any other
personal hygiene items, feel free. Perhaps when you buy yourself soap, deodorant you can buy one for you - one for
JUMP! Thanks - from all the people who come to JUMP for help.
Liturgical Assistants Needed
The liturgical assistant is usually robed and stands with the pastor at the altar to lay the table for communion and
assists in the communion distribution. The liturgical assistant also leads the congregation in the Psalm reading and in
the prayers. Please tell Pr. Nancy if you are interested. This is a wonderful ministry!

Ushers Needed
ALC is in urgent need of additional ushers. Would each of you prayerfully consider signing up to join the team of
ushers? Please contact Jake Hansen if you are interested would like a little more information on what the job entails.
Organic343@hotmail.com or 802-453-3384. Thank you!

Additional News and Opportunities
Take the 3SquaresVT Challenge
November 11th -17th 2018--Do it for a week, a day, or a meal!
This November 11th -17th, as part of National Hunger & Homelessness Awareness Week, Hunger Free Vermont
invites you to build awareness about food insecurity by taking the 3SquaresVT Challenge. The 3SquaresVT Challenge
seeks to highlight what it is like to eat on the average 3SquaresVT benefit, approximately:
$37 a week for a single person (amount varies by household size)
$5.22 a day

$1.74 per meal
Hunger in Vermont is both wide-reaching and complex. 1 in 10 Vermonters struggle to afford enough food, and an
average of 74,000 Vermonters a month receive 3SquaresVT benefits. The purpose of the Challenge is not to emulate
the reality of food insecurity for Vermonters, because every family’s situation is different, but to instead draw
attention to the experience of living on a strict food budget allotment and how that may or may not change your daily
life both physically and mentally.
LEARN MORE & REGISTER HERE
I Am Art Exhibit at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul
2 Cherry Street, Burlington, NOW - November 25, 2018
An East-West contemporary art exhibition featuring 31 premier Middle Eastern women artists from 12 countries
visually celebrating the rich, diverse, and pivotal contributions that women make to the enduring global quest for
harmony and peace. Curated by Janet Rady. Opening Program and Reception - October 25, 2018, at 5:00 P.M.
For more information, CLICK HERE.
Ascension member Lucy Beck urges all to check out this wonderful exhibit. She shares that it is full of wonderful,
powerful pieces that will challenge your ideas of stereotypes.
JUMP 30th Anniversary Celebration Dinner: “Focused on the Future”
You are invited to JUMP’s 30th Year Celebration, “Focused on the Future,” Saturday, December 1, 6:00 p.m. at 925
North Ave, Burlington, VT
~Special Guests, Dinner and Music~
~Social Justice Award Bishop Thomas Ely~
~City of Burlington Proclamation~
JUMP has been assisting families living in poverty in Chittenden County for 30 years. Come and join us as we celebrate
the past and look forward to providing for our neighbors in need. This year we celebrate our 30th Anniversary of
providing dependable reliable service to help our communities most vulnerable. “Thirty Years of Continuous
Community Caring, Committed Leadership and Timeless Volunteer Service – all Hats off to JUMP”
JUMP is celebrating 30 years of….


creating caring communities



helping people get to where they need to be



decreasing transportation and economic barriers.



providing dependable reliable service to help our communities most vulnerable maintain dignity and well being

Wanda Hines; JUMP Director, “Being downtown for over 30 years comes with the help of our 28 Vermont faith
communities, collaborating community partners, voucher vendor partners, key funding from hundreds of people like
you, vital sponsorship and dollars from businesses, foundations and certainly our involvement in the community.”
Adding, “Focused on the future, JUMP Board of Directors, Volunteers and Staff are committed to helping working
poor families, low wage earners and economically disadvantaged people maintain a healthy balanced lively hood and
emotional well-being. Come celebrate!”
TICKET PRICE: $50.00 per person.
PURCHASE ONLINE or CONTACT- Beth Dreibelbis at (802) 899-4557 / EMAIL: edreib@aol.com

Lecture Series Around Town
Here you will find information on various lecture series being offered locally!
Racism in America and Why We Should Care: How far have we come as Americans in confronting racism? This is a
topic that remains so insidious, intimidating and painful that we prefer not to talk about it in public for fear of what
we might say or reveal, or how others might see or treat us.
Where? Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Remaining 2018 dates: 12/4. 2019 dates: 1/15, 2/12, 3/12, 4/9, 5/7

CLICK HERE for more information.
Literature Discussion Series: You are invited to participate in important discussions on contemporary topics rooted in
key American literature.
Where? Trinity Episcopal Church
Remaining 2018 dates: 11/15, 11/29, 12/6, 12/20 2019 dates: 1/3, 1/17, 2/7, 2/21
CLICK HERE for more information.

