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E-News for Sunday, October 14, 2018
21st Sunday after Pentecost
Upcoming Week

Service This Week
Worship Participants
Pastor: Pr. Nancy Wright
Liturgical Asst: TBD
Altar Guild: Johanna White
Communion Assistant: Johanna White
Lector: Johnna Ferguson
Musical Leadership: Contemporary Group
Greeters: Joyce Gallimore & Sam
Swanson
Ushers: Peter Grant & Jim Wilhite
Coffee Hour: Johnna White & Joe
Oppenlander
Readings
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
Psalm 90:12-17
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31

9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Embroidery Guild (Rental)
9:30-11:30 a.m. TimberNook (Rental)
Wednesday, 10/10
6:15 p.m. Contemporary Choir
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir
Thursday, 10/11

11:00 a.m. Mutual Ministry

Friday, 10/12

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Saturday, 10/13

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Sunday, 10/14

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship (Rental)

Monday, 10/15

7:00 p.m. Council Meeting

Wednesday, 10/17

6:15 p.m. Adult Choir
7:15 p.m. Bell Choir

View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
Need to add something? Call or email: 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org.

Pastor’s Message
Upcoming Birthdays
10/11 Gary Pittman, Lauren Dreibelbis
10/14 Susan Agne
10/18 Henry Huggett, Bob Furst
10/19 Jake Hansen
10/20 Rachel Bruno
10/22 Nesreen Qubrosi
10/26 Jean Fahrenbach
10/27 Betsey Jenkins
10/31 Rochelle Hanson

Dear Ascension Friends,
This Sunday we have the story from Mark (10:17-31) in which Jesus
encounters a rich man who tells Jesus that he wants to inherit eternal
life. Jesus asks him to follow the Ten Commandments, and the man
says he has done that. Then Jesus tells him to sell all he has and to
follow him.
In another story, Jesus says that those who inherit eternal life will have
fed the hungry and given drink to the thirsty (Matt. 25:35-40).
Jesus himself was poor, as were his disciples. He taught often about the

fact that attachment to money is the greatest hindrance to life with God.
It may seem a big jump to mention the new report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate change https://
www.nytimes.com/2018/10/07/climate/ipcc-climate-report-2040.html.
Yet, the US is the wealthiest country in the world and the second largest emitter of climate change pollutants.
Climate change causes droughts, famines, strong weather events that cut off fresh water supply, and disease
especially for children.
What would Jesus urge Christians to do?
“The report, issued on Monday by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a group of scientists convened
by the United Nations to guide world leaders, describes a world of worsening food shortages and wildfires, and a
mass die-off of coral reefs as soon as 2040 — a period well within the lifetime of much of the global population.”
The report, ,based on established academic science, runs counter to President Trump’s withdrawal of the United
States from the Paris Climate accord, to which 194 other countries are signatories. It also runs counter to the
President’s encouragement of reliance on coal.
I believe that Jesus would be saddened by disrespect for the web of nature and for the denial and greed that ignores
basic science and doesn’t ask fundamental questions about the right to food and water.
Christians in our country have responsibility to
advocate,
vote,
support organizations that care for the planet, (ATTEND THE INTERFAITH POWER AND LIGHT IN BURLINGTON
CONFERENCE THIS WEEKEND—see the announcement in enews) and
speak about what Christian faith requires of disciples.
Church Mouse
The deadline for article for the Church Mouse will be October 29. Do you have a story or photo to share? Please
send to Elizabeth at church.office@alcvt.org.
Blessing of the Animals
Last Sunday in honor of St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226), we named animals we love and that depend on us
(individually or as a species) for care.
These are (as I could read from our list—please let me know if I missed a name):
Sugar Bear, Leonitos, Celsey, Rajon, Oreo, Anna, Raffy, Freckles, Savannah, Bouncer, Middy, Milo, Clansey, Riley, Ella,
Fletcher, Moose, Bailey, Bonnie, Gus, Moe, Bella, Muffin, Squeak, Missy, Dasher, Izzy, Cash, Blaze, Linxie, Lela,
Baxter, Jasper, Ollie, Mousie, junior; monarch butterflies, fisher cats, monkeys, giraffes, deer, polar bears, narwhals,
turtles, pandas, horses, bears, red pandas.
We were reminded that in the Bible (e.g., Ps. 104), all creatures worship God and therefore, they are our spiritual
sisters and brothers, as St. Francis taught.
ELCA Advocacy
Sign up to receive monthly enews information about legislation that offers support for critically needed services and
justice. To sign up email: washingtonoffice@elca.org.

For further info, here is the opening of last week’s email:
Today, we present our ELCA Advocacy Update for the month of October. Please read below for important
information on ELCA Advocacy efforts in Washington, D.C., across the country and throughout the world. To read
the full version of the update and for more information on advocacy efforts from our Lutheran State Advocacy
offices, visit our blog!

Sunday School News
Children’s Sunday School and Confirmation
Join us for Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. in the Children’s wing every Sunday! We’ll start in the Fellowship Hall and the
kids will break into their classrooms after the opening.
Questions? Contact Jessica, jessica.l.summer@gmail.com or 828-612-3899
Confirmation Class
The best date for the Fall Retreat is the weekend of Friday, Oct. 26, 5:00pm - Sat., Oct. 27., 4:00pm. Dinner Friday,
Breakfast and Lunch on Sat. are included. I'll cook and provide all the food - we will let you know details after Pastor
and I meet this week. Please put the dates on your calendar.
Slow Conversations, Continued
The 20’s/30’s/40’s-ish group continues to meet in the basement. They meet each Sunday during the Sunday School
Hour from 9:05-9:45 a.m. in the church basement. This session will run until Thanksgiving. Coffee and snacks will be
provided. This will again be facilitated by john Fritsche, retired education professor and member of Ascension.
Questions? Please contact John Fritsche

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events
Holiday Giving Tree

HOLIDAY GIVING PROJECT is early this year! We were again asked to donate gift cards in lieu of gifts this year. In order
to distribute the cards to clients before the holiday rush they have moved up the date for the project. The deadline is
October 31st so I am asking for cards be brought to church by Sunday, October 28th. The new display is on the door
between the fellowship hall and the Narthex! Any questions contact Cheryl Couillard at checouillard@yahoo.com.
2019 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN IS UNDERWAY
At last Sunday’s temple talk, Sami Kodonowy shared her journey to finding a home at Ascension; this Sunday, we hear
from Stewardship Committee chairman Erik Breiland. And in the next few days, your 2019 pledge card and Time and
Talent form should arrive in the mail for your prayerful consideration. Remember to be wise.

Please plan to return your card and commitment form on Reformation/Stewardship Sunday, Oct. 28. Then stay after
the service for a celebratory Harvest Brunch of savory and sweet finger foods. If you would like to add a treat to the
table, that would be yummy :)
Stir it Up
By popular demand after our Congregational Meeting, here is the link to Bishop Hazelwood’s A Church being ReBorn—
Stir it Up. http://www.bishop.nesynod.org/goingforward.pdf

Ushers Needed
ALC is in urgent need of additional ushers. Would each of you prayerfully consider signing up to join the team of
ushers? Please contact Jake Hansen if you are interested would like a little more information on what the job entails.
Organic343#hotmail.com or 802-453-3384. Thank you!
Which Fair Trade Chocolate bar is your favorite?
Now that cooler shipping weather is here, chocolate is again available. Dark chocolate almond, or mint, or caramel, or
coconut! Let me know your preference. My e-mail is dpittman@gmavt.net, and the catalog on the coffee table lists it
all. –Donna, The Coffee (and chocolate) Lady.
Liturgical Assistants Needed

The liturgical assistant is usually robed and stands with the pastor at the altar to lay the table for communion and
assists in the communion distribution. The liturgical assistant also leads the congregation in the Psalm reading and in
the prayers. Please tell Pr. Nancy if you are interested. This is a wonderful ministry!
Mowing at Ascension
Can you help mow at Ascension? We need folks to mow our lawns weekly through the fall using our new riding lawn
mower. The sign-up sheet is on the Property Committee bulletin board in the Fellowship Room. Questions? Contact
Roger Watters or any other Property Committee member.
Rain Barrels are Back!

Been thinking about a Rain Barrel? You can order them at Ascension for delivery in about a week. The order form is
posted on the Social Action bulletin board in the fellowship hall. Cost is $55.
How Are Racial Justice and Climate Justice Connected?
Ascension will be hosting a workshop that begins to answer this question on Saturday, November 3, from 1 pm to 5
pm. Twenty slots are available that will be shared with Good Shepherd Lutheran. If you are interested, please sign up
on the sheet in the narthex. The workshop is offered by 350VT who provides the facilitators and describes the
workshop as follows:
What does racial justice have to do with climate justice? What do we mean by "intersectionality"? This interactive
workshop explores the foundations of these justice movements and how and why they are inextricably bound.
Participants will have the opportunity to consider and reflect on their own experiences, listen to the experiences of
others, and learn new language and concepts to help support a deepening investigation of climate and racial justice.
This is an introductory workshop and offers a series of starting points and questions, rather than a conclusive or
summative approach to this content.

Additional News and Opportunities
Aid for Victims of the Earth Quake and Tsunami in Indonesia

We grieve with the 1.5 million people affected by this disaster.
Lutheran world Relief is providing help, acting with international partners in the ACT Alliance, a global faith-based
humanitarian network. Gifts will be used to provide families affected by the disaster with immediate assistance such
as food, water, shelter supplies and more.
How to Help:
Donate By Phone: (800) 597.5972
Donate By Mail: Lutheran World Relief, PO Box 17061, Baltimore, MD 21297-1061
Donate Online: Indonesia Earthquake & Tsunami

Vermont Interfaith Power and Light 2018 Conference
Vermont Interfaith Power and Light's 2018 conference, A Just Economy to Achieve Climate Goals, will be on Saturday,
Oct. 13, 10 am – 3:30 pm, at Faith United Methodist Church (899 Dorset Street) in South Burlington. Don't miss it!
George Lakey, author of Viking Economics: How the Scandinavians Got It Right – and How We Can, Too!, will be the
Keynote Speaker. His bio and much more about the conference is on VTIPL's website event page: VTIPL Fall
Conference 2018.
The day-long event will also feature six workshops on the topics of action for a just economy, advanced wood heat,
advocacy to cut carbon emissions, climate impacts on health, congregational inspiration, and watershed discipleship.
The conference also features a delicious catered lunch, music, a “bookstore”, sponsors' exhibit, great networking
opportunities, and more!
The link to register online follows. Please register by October 6th.
Fall Conference Registration
If registering by mail is preferred, the printed registration form can be filled out and mailed in. It's an attachment
near the bottom of the website homepage: www.vtipl.org Questions? Contact Betsy Hardy at 802-434-3397 or email
info@vtipl.org
Rock Paper Scissors Tournament
Come help ANEW Place Throw Down Homelessness at this year’s Rock Paper Scissors Tournament and Fundraiser on
October 11th at ArtsRiot, 6:00-9:00 p.m. Can’t attend? You can still donate and become a fundraiser to help ANEW
Place exceed last year’s fundraising mark of $20,000. Find out all the details at www.rps2018.com.
Thank you for your continued partnership in helping ANEW Place provide a community where love and dignity break
down the barriers facing the homeless so that each person may start anew.
Formerly known as the Burlington Emergency Shelter, ANEW is a local ministry that Ascension has been supporting in
one way or another for years. Here is an opportunity for you to participate in one of ANEW’s fundraising events that
sounds like a lot of fun.
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY FAIR & CONCERT
The VT Ecumenical Council and VT Christian Music partner up to present a Christian Ministry Fair & Concert on
Saturday, October 20, 2018 1-6PM at North Avenue Alliance Church, Burlington VT. This will be a gathering of
CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS, CHURCHES, MINISTRIES, and INDIVIDUALS with the sole purpose of Sharing Information,
Building Relationships, Offering Support and bringing us ALL closer to Jesus! A closing concert with ELIAS DUMMER
(CITY HARMONIC), THE DWELLING, and ERIK MICHAEL will begin at 4PM. To register for the Fair and for more
information, visit http://vecncc.org/ministry-fair/
Food for Thought Pot-Luck Forums for Fall 2018
Food for Thought is a series of community wide pot-luck forums addressing topics of interest and concern, held at the
library of Mount Mansfield Union High School, and cosponsored by the High School and Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Jericho, Vermont.
The Development of Artificial Intelligence- When the Created Reflects their Creators:
Tuesday, October 9, 2018, 6:30 pm: What Are the Potential Benefits and Challenges?
Tuesday, November 13, 2018, 6:30 pm: Do Robots Have an Ability to Reflect Moral Judgment?
CLICK HERE for more information.
Racism in America And Why We Should Care

How far have we come as Americans in confronting racism? This is a topic that remains so insidious, intimidating and
painful that we prefer not to talk about it in public for fear of what we might say or reveal, or how others might see or
treat us. In this series of monthly forums, we wish to create a safe space where we can speak openly and honestly as
people of good intent who seek the best for each other and our nation as we honestly face each other and the racial
divisions of our past and present with the hope of reconciliation.
Each forum is a potluck gathering where we invite you to share a dish along with your thoughts.
Where: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 273 VT Route 15, Jericho, VT
Remaining 2018 forums: 10/23, 11/7, 12/4. 2019 forums: 1/15, 2/12, 3/12, 4/9, 5/7
CLICK HERE for more information.

Israel and Palestine Today Series of Discussions
On Sunday, October 21 the Peace Justice and Earthcare Committee of Burlington Friends Meeting (Quakers) will
present an afternoon program at the Fletcher Free Library (235 College Street, Burlington)
OCTOBER 21, 1:30 P.M. John Reuwer and Laurie Gagne (Peace Studies faculty at St. Mikes College) spent the month of
July in the West Bank with Meta Peace Teams (MPT) seeking "a just world grounded in nonviolence and respect for
the sacred interconnectedness of all life."
Laurie and John will report on:
• Current living conditions for Palestinians.
• Interactions with Israeli soldiers.
• Prospects for improvements in the social and political situation of local Palestinians, including that of Ramallah
Quakers.
• The possibility of MPT and similar organizations providing a nonviolent model for reducing militarism
Light refreshments.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 985-9095
"In Translation: Literature of the Arab World" Series at Fletcher Free Library
In October 2018 the Fletcher Free Library (235 College Street, Burlington) embarks on a journey to the far corners of
the globe, traveling via literature, language, and the arts. The first stop is the Arab World. Each month is an immersion
into one of nine countries in North Africa and the Middle East. Explore this vast area rich in ancient and contemporary
culture with guides from the region and scholars of its arts and literature. Through book discussions, arts programs,
language classes, and culinary experiences, you will find yourself traversing captivating terrain. No passport required.
October Programs - Jordan
Wednesday, October 17, 6:30 PM
Film Screening: Theeb
Tuesday, October 30, 6:30 PM

Talk and Film, Jordan
More information: Barbara Shatara at bshatara@burlingtonvt.gov or 802-865-7211
I Am Art Exhibit at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul
2 Cherry Street, Burlington, October 25 - November 25, 2018
An East-West contemporary art exhibition featuring 31 premier Middle Eastern women artists from 12 countries
visually celebrating the rich, diverse, and pivotal contributions that women make to the enduring global quest for
harmony and peace. Curated by Janet Rady. Opening Program and Reception - October 25, 2018, at 5:00 P.M.

Horses for Hope 2018

Natalie, Rosie, Jack, and Ben Tylenda (and their horse, Cash) would like to invite you to join them at their barn in
Colchester for the 4th Annual Flying Hooves 4H Club Horses for Hope Halloween Bash! Sunday, October 28th from
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (so come after church! ) at Enniskerry Farm, 906 Middle Road, Colchester.
Come dressed in your Halloween costume and trick-or-treat with all of the horses at Enniskerry Farm! Admission is
$5.00, and includes a pony ride, crafts, games, and trick-or-treating! Other activities include Pony Patty Bingo, Riding
demonstrations, Purple Elephant Tag Sale, Concessions, and more! ALL proceeds will benefit the American Cancer
Society. Last year over $3,000 was raised!
JUMP Eliminating Food Bags as of 2019
JUMP’s decision to eliminate food bags was made in full consideration of the abundant availability of food in
Chittenden County, at least 23 locations for bulk food or daily meals. Securing food in the area is not a problem for
JUMP clients. In 2019, JUMP will provide to clients a list of locations where our clients can go to receive food, either
bulk food or daily meals.
Faith communities that provided food bags at their designated month are being asked to provide personal hygiene
items, toiletries, diapers, etc. during their month. See below, a full listing of JUMP supplies, the items clients’ request
and need the most:
Bar Soap

All-purpose cleaners like “Spic-n-Span” or Lysol

Dental Floss

Dish soap

Deodorant

Sponges

Hand & Body Lotion

Diapers… Baby AND Adult

Razors/shaving cream

Feminine personal hygiene pads

Toothbrushes

Toothpaste

Shampoo/Conditioner
PLEASE COLLECT ONLY THE ITEMS ON OUR LIST

JUMP’s decision will allow JUMP to concentrate on what clients request and need most, assistance for transportation
and personal hygiene items. This decision also relieves parishioners and JUMP volunteers the burden of toting heavy,
bulky bags to and from JUMP.
JUMP will continue to provide grocery store gift cards and vouchers to clients to purchase food. Faith communities
still can provide money to go toward the purchase of these grocery store cards provided to clients in lieu of or in
addition to personal hygiene items.

