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E-News for Sunday, January 7, 2018
Baptism of our Lord
Worship Participants
Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright
Liturgical Asst: TBD
Altar Guild: Lucy Beck
Communion Asst: Bob Furst
Lector: Bob Furst
Organist: Ann Gnagey
Greeters: Donna & Gary Pittman
Ushers: Sharon Sturm & Jake Hansen
Readings
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11
Upcoming Birthdays
1/4 Illianna Bruno
1/4 Sharon Sturm
1/5 Jacob Gottschalk
1/8 Jessica Wisloski
1/10 Shona Bruno
1/12 Dale Bergdahl
1/14 Beth Dreibelbis
1/14 Doug Dreibelbis
1/16 Sally Farrar
———————
Notice a missing birthday? Let us
know in the office so we can
update the database!

Upcoming Week
6:15 p.m. Choir Practice

Wednesday, 1/3

7:15 p.m. Bell Practice
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Quilting Group

Thursday, 1/4

5:30-7:30 p.m. PCAVT (Rental)
5:00-9:00 p.m. Northern Bronze Concert (See
Announcement)

Friday, 1/5

9:00 a.m. Sunday School

Sunday, 1/7

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship (Rental)

Wednesday, 1/10

6:15 p.m. Contemporary Practice
7:15 p.m. Bell Practice

Pastoral Care—Gudny Rivers
Gudny was admitted to the hospital on Tuesday and is very sick; she is not
accepting visitors. (Pr. Nancy will bring oil for anointing this morning.) Last
Saturday the quilt group met at her house to celebrate her birthday. Gudny is
a person of deep faith and wisdom, full of support for her family and
community, and with many rich experiences. Please pray for Gudny and her
family.
View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
(month view also available outside of the office)
Have an item to add to the calendar? We need to know the space you plan to use, any items
(like the TV or Projector) that you’d like reserved, and the start AND approximate finish time of
the event or meeting! Email church.office@alcvt.org to add or ask questions.
Office Hours: 10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Mon-Thu; 1:00-3:00 p.m. Fri Other times by appointment.

Sunday School News
Children’s Classes
Children’s Classes resume this Sunday, January 7! Join us at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday School room!
Important Upcoming Dates:
 Jan. 7—Sunday School resumes our regular schedule.
 January 2018—Children’s classes will meet every Sunday in January, the 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th
 February 2018—Children’s classes in February are the 4th, the 11th (special Love Sunday), and the 18th
 Feb. 25—No Sunday School-School Break
Adult Class
Adult classes begin again this Sunday, January 7! Claire Anderson suggests talking about what to do in the new year. If
you have any ideas, please share! Hope to see you there!

Pastor’s Message
Dear Ascension parishioners,
Thanks to each of you who participated in and led worship for Christmas and Christmas Day. As we celebrate Jesus’
birth, we also protect and hold tenderly all that was born in us: perhaps new insights, new awareness, new
convictions about how we wish to live in 2018, new relationships with family members or friends, etc. We protect
and tenderly care for what is new so that it may grow and flower in God’s good time.
This Sunday we celebrate Jesus’ baptism. We will consider ways that Lutherans speak about the waters of baptism
that renew us spiritually: the waters of baptism as a flood, spring, and stream. Luther wrote the famous Flood Prayer.
To read this dramatic prayer, go to: http://www.strasbourginstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/BaptismalLiturgies-in-Lutheran-History.pdf
I sometimes prefer to think of spiritual growth in more ongoing ways, for which a stream and spring are good
symbols. As we think of water and new birth, let us recommit both to foster and protect new spiritual life and the
waters that sustain all of life on Earth.
Blessings, Pr. Nancy
P.S. Speaking of water… I completed the first full draft of “A Watershed Moment,” in which Ascension’s watershed
stewardship work is described, compared to other watershed projects, and linked to Lutheran theology and current
writing on leadership. My thesis advisor, Dean Mary Elizabeth Moore, School of Theology, Boston University, said that
this is an excellent project, full of hope and very useful. In a few weeks, we can begin to create a toolkit for our synod
congregations for watershed stewardship, overseen by the Care for Creation committee.

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events
Northern Bronze
Northern Bronze Christmas Concert at Ascension, Friday, January 5, 7:00 p.m. Mark the date for this very beautiful
holiday event!
New Member
We are happy to welcome Betsy Bouton as a new member as Ascension, transferring from Trinity Episcopal,
Shelburne. Betsy has a graduate degree in historical preservation. Among other work projects, she lovingly restored a
historic home in Montpelier. Her husband worked many years in the Agriculture Dept. at UVM. They both have a
background as Episcopalians and have three children in Vt. She and Ed recently moved from Florida to the Residence
at Shelburne Bay, and is “starting a new phase of my life without my husband, Ed.” She believes that Ascension
Lutheran is a “good fit,” and “it is great to look out into the woods.” Betsy is for sponsored for Ascension membership
by Barbara Cook.

Heartfelt Thanks
A heartfelt thank you to all of you from each of us in the office...your very generous gift this Christmas was a real
surprise, and very much appreciated! Much love, Pr. Nancy, Elizabeth, and Kelli
Congregational Meeting
There will be a Congregational Meeting held on January 28th following the worship service. This is a regular meeting,
and the agenda will be primarily to approve the 2018 budget. More information to come!
Worship service audible in the Fellowship Hall and Kitchen
Did you know that if you are in the kitchen setting up coffee hour or with your children in the Fellowship Hall, you can
hear the service? The amplifier is on the wall to the right of the piano. If you can’t hear, stand on a chair and turn the
knob to “on,” or ask an usher to do so. That is it!!! We don’t want anyone to miss out!
A Celebration of Life for John Antos
A Celebration of Life will be held for John Antos on Friday, January 19th at 2:00 p.m. in the Ascension Lutheran Church
sanctuary, followed by an ice cream party. Thank you, dear friends. We have been so blessed by your love, prayers,
and support throughout this long journey.

Additional News and Opportunities
VEC Observes Christian Unity Week
The Vermont Ecumenical Council will mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25) with several events
featuring the Rev. Dr. John Armstrong. To learn more about the public events in the Burlington Area, follow this link:
http://vecncc.org/vec-observes-christian-unity-week/

