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E-News for Sunday, January 14, 2018
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Service This Week
Worship Participants
Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright
Liturgical Asst: Lucy Beck
Altar Guild: Antje Mann
Communion Asst: Julia Valliere
Lector: Jane A’Lee Heyerdahl
Musical Leadership: Bill Valliere and
Jeri Bergdahl
Greeters: Joyce Gallimore & Sam
Swanson
Ushers: Jim Wilhite & Ron Ulmer
Coffee Hour: Dreibelbis Family
——————————
Readings
1 Samuel 2:1-20
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

Upcoming Week
Wednesday, 1/10

Thursday, 1/11

Friday, 1/12

6:15 p.m. Contemporary Practice
7:15 p.m. Bell Practice
9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup
1:00-3:00 p.m. Mutual Ministry Meeting

8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)
9:00 a.m. Sunday School

Sunday, 1/14

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
11:30 a.m. Worship and Music Meeting

Monday, 1/15
Tuesday, 1/16

Wednesday, 1/17

7:00-8:30 p.m. Council Meeting
9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental)
6:00-8:00 p.m. Nunn’s Men’s Group (Rental)
6:15 p.m. Adult Choir

7:15 p.m. Bell Choir
9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental)

Upcoming Birthdays
1/12 Dale Bergdahl
1/14 Beth Dreibelbis
1/14 Doug Dreibelbis
1/16 Sally Farrar
1/17 Thomas Bruno
———————
Notice a missing birthday? Let us
know in the office so we can
update the database!

Thursday, 1/18

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Quilting Group
5:30-7:30 p.m. PCAVT (Rental)

Friday, 1/19

2:00-4:00 p.m. Celebration of Life of John Antos (See
Announcement)

View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
(month view also available outside of the office)
Have an item to add to the calendar? We need to know the space you plan to use, any items
(like the TV or Projector) that you’d like reserved, and the start AND approximate finish time of
the event or meeting! Email church.office@alcvt.org to add or ask questions.
Office Hours: 10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Mon-Thu; 1:00-3:00 p.m. Fri Other times by appointment.

Sunday School News
Children’s Classes
Children’s Classes resume this Sunday, January 7! Join us at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday School room!
Important Upcoming Dates:
 January 2018—Children’s classes will meet every Sunday in January, the 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th
 February 2018—Children’s classes in February are the 4th, the 11th (special Love Sunday), and the 18th
 Feb. 25—No Sunday School-School Break
Adult Class
Adult classes began again last Sunday! Claire Anderson suggests talking about what to do in the new year. If you have
any ideas, please share! Hope to see you there!

Pastor’s Message
Dear Ascension family,
The current church season is Epiphany (between Christmas and Lent). Epiphany means manifestation, or
revealing (of the light of God shown through Jesus Christ). This Sunday is also Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday.
As a great prophet, King manifested the light of Christ.
How do you feel called to manifest God’s love, light, and justice. The poem below asks a similar question,
and inspires an answer:

"Barter," by Sara Teasdale
Life has loveliness to sell,
All beautiful and splendid things,
Blue waves whitened on a cliff,
Soaring fire that sways and sings,
And children's faces looking up
Holding wonder in a cup.
Life has loveliness to sell,
Music like a curve of gold,
Scent of pine trees in the rain,
Eyes that love you, arms that hold,
And for your spirit's still delight,
Holy thoughts that star the night.
Spend all you have for loveliness,
Buy it and never count the cost;
For one white singing hour of peace
Count many a year of strife well lost,
And for a breath of ecstasy
Give all you have been, or could be.
Blessings, Pr. Nancy

HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events
Book Order This Sunday
On Sunday afternoon (Jan. 14) I will place another order for Conserve: A Book of Hours. If you would like to place an
order, please use the order form on the table in the Fellowship Hall or email me directly at kdh@uwalumni.com. The
price for the Hardcover with jacket is $26 and softcover is $14. The price covers the cost of printing and shipping.
P.S. I appreciate hearing that many have enjoyed this summer art show entry, and promise that if I do this again I will
find a real publisher to make ordering more convenient! Thanks, Katie Huggett
Prayer Shawl Ministry!
Greta Krag had made prayer shawls from Ascension and I would like to see if we could expand and carry on
that ministry. Anyone who would like to learn more and perhaps participate in making shawls is invited to meet for a
few minutes during coffee hour next Sunday, January 14th. Novices are welcome! The shawls can be crocheted or
knitted and could be done at home. If you are interested but unable to meet next Sunday, please give me a call (802372-0123) or email: kjgrant2014@gmail.com Thank you! Karen Grant
Congregational Meeting
There will be a Congregational Meeting held on January 28th following the worship service. This is a regular meeting,
and the agenda will be primarily to approve the 2018 budget. More information to come!
A Celebration of Life for John Antos
A Celebration of Life will be held for John Antos on Friday, January 19th at 2:00 p.m. in the Ascension Lutheran Church
sanctuary, followed by an ice cream party. Thank you, dear friends. We have been so blessed by your love, prayers,
and support throughout this long journey.
Scandinavian Dinner Returns January 20—Uff da!
On Saturday, January 20, 2018, Ascension will once again thrill to the aromas of lutefisk, meatballs, and assorted
Scandinavian delicacies! (Not to worry, we guarantee there will be plenty of good food to eat for non-Scandinavian
palates, as well.)
The party starts with appetizers from 5 to 6 pm, followed by dinner at 6 sharp (we don’t want that lutefisk to get
cold!). Soft drinks will be provided; please feel free to bring your own wine or beer.
For contributions of food, please see the signup sheet in the church this coming Sunday for recipes and assorted
information. Also, be sure to put your name on the signup sheet so we cook enough lutefisk!
There is no set ticket price for the dinner; instead, we will collect a free-will offering to benefit hurricane survivors in
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands (where, interestingly enough, one of the first Lutheran congregations in the
New World was founded in 1666).
This year’s dinner is dedicated to the memory of three beloved members of our congregation whose presence we
dearly miss: John Antos, Greta Krag, and Gudny Rivers.
For information, please email or call Kris Peterson-Ishaq at mkishaq@comcast.net or 878-3695.
Velkommen til alle!
Gudny Rivers Memorial Service
As all have heard by now hopefully, Gudny Rivers passed away peacefully on
January 3rd. Family members, Pr. Neu, and Pr. Nancy attended her at her
hospital bed. A memorial service will be held for Gudny Rivers at Ascension on
Saturday, January 27, 1:00 p.m. A pot luck reception will follow.
Only four days prior to Gudny’s passing, the Quilting Group celebrated her
91st birthday with her at her home. They wished to share with the
congregation what a lovely time they had, filled with fellowship, conversation,
laughter, and prayer.
Ascension Men’s Breakfast and Discussion - Saturday, January 27
The next Men’s Breakfast will be held at Ascension on Saturday, January 27, in the fellowship hall from 8:30 – 10:00
a.m. The discussion for this breakfast will be led by Richard Butz. All men are welcome to attend. At the December
breakfast, it was decided that future meetings be held at Ascension on the first Saturday of the month. However, we
may, on occasion, decide to meet at a restaurant. Anyone who has a particular interest or concern and would like to

lead the topic for discussion may volunteer to do so at one of the breakfasts or let Jake Hansen or J Fritsche know and
you will be placed on the calendar. All men are invited to attend these informative and engaging fellowship events.
Worship service audible in the Fellowship Hall and Kitchen
Did you know that if you are in the kitchen setting up coffee hour or with your children in the Fellowship Hall, you can
hear the service? The amplifier is on the wall to the right of the piano. If you can’t hear, stand on a chair and turn the
knob to “on,” or ask an usher to do so. That is it!!! We don’t want anyone to miss out!

Additional News and Opportunities
Time for Action
We have until January 13, to contact the Vermont DEC at http://dec.vermont.gov/air-quality/vw to suggest ideas to
use the $18.7 million settlement from the Volkswagen “clean diesel” affair. You remember that VW fudged the
results of their diesel engine emissions tests so they met federal standards.
A strong proposal is to structure the funds in the form of grants to school and transit districts to offset the costs of
transiting to clean, long lasting electric buses that are on the market now. This would not only reduce fossil fuel use
but also, reduce harmful emissions that have been shown to be dangerous particularly to young kids.
For more information you can go to the Vermont Energy and Climate Action Network.
VEC Observes Christian Unity Week
The Vermont Ecumenical Council will mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25) with several events
featuring the Rev. Dr. John Armstrong. To learn more about the public events in the Burlington Area, follow this link:
http://vecncc.org/vec-observes-christian-unity-week/
Vermont Ecumenical Council plans two events (Jan. 21 and 23), open to the public
Beth Dreibelbis and Pr. Nancy will attend, and Pr. Nancy participates in the panel response at St. Michaels College

On Sunday afternoon Jan. 21 the Rev. Dr. John Armstrong will preach at a service of Prayer for Christian Unity at 3:00
pm at the Catholic
Center at UVM.
On Tuesday evening Jan. 23 at 7:00 pm at the Pomerleau Alumni Center at St. Michael's College Dr. John Armstrong
will show portions of the PBS
film he produced last year about the Reformation. Pr. Nancy participates on the panel with Pr. Arnold Thomas, Prof.
Jennifer Sisk of UVM (Episcopalian and member of St. Paul's Cathedral), and Prof. James Byrne of St. Michael's. The
panelists will offer their brief reflections on the film segments he shows and the legacy of the Reformation today.
Dr. John H. Armstrong biography
Dr. Armstrong is an ordained minister of Word and Sacrament in the Reformed Church in America (RCA). He founded
and became the first president of the ACT3 Network (Advancing the Christian Tradition in the Third Millennium) in
1991; see https://act3network.com. ACTS3 is currently in the process of becoming an intentional ecumenical
community designed for the healing of the North American church. He is the author/editor of fourteen books,
including his newest book, Costly Love: The Way to True Unity for All the Followers of Jesus (New City Press, 2017). He
serves as senior advisor to the Christian History Institute and has helped to produce several documentaries on church
history and renewal, including most recently This Changed Everything! in commemoration of the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation; see https://www.thischangedeverything.com. This Changed Everything! has aired on a number of
PBS television stations nationally. He was a keynote speaker at the 2017 National Workshop on Christian Unity in
Minneapolis, MN in May 2017; see http://nwcu.org, and on Facebook "National Workshop on Christian Unity."

