
Dear Ascension Parishioners, 

I decided to offer the concluding sections below of the Boston University School of 
Theology Doctorate of Ministry dissertation “A Watershed Moment: Care for the Church 
and Earth’s Waters” for three reasons: first, to summarize the learnings for me and 
hopefully for you, and, (2) to entice you to read the entire dissertation (on Ascension’s 
website, http://www.alcvt.org/about/our-pastor/a-watershed-moment-care-for-the-
church-and-earths-waters.html), and (3) to thank you for being such a great 
congregation! 

Overarching Essential Principles for “A Watershed Moment” 

 Many Christians have been caught up in the prevalent view of nature as commodity, 
but hope to learn to care for and reverence water. Ultimately, for this to happen, Christians 
must turn from an anthropocentric approach to salvation to understanding salvation as 
healing for both humanity and Earth. Sozo, the Greek verb “to save,” may also be translated 
as “to heal” or “to make whole.” Churches will grow in such understanding by reinhabiting 
their bioregion, their watershed. When Christians learn about their watershed and 
profoundly experience it, including it in worship, education, and advocacy, they grow to love 
and serve it, and they find themselves deeply rooted in it. They develop a humility toward it, 
fostering the view that humans engage in “compassionate retreat” in intervening in water 
cycles, so that “natural systems would not be considered simple mechanisms…[but] would 
be appreciated both for their complexity and their necessity.” (1) Over time and 
experimentation, churches will express their physical and spiritual kinship with water in 
renewed litanies, liturgies, and other worship expressions, as well as in daily congregational 
life. 

 Work to express physical and spiritual kindship with water deepens theology. 
Christians active as water stewards often celebrate and worship God as creator of an 
abundant creation. Christ’s incarnation affirms that Christ inhabits creation (Col. 1:15–20), 
the knowledge of which fosters a sacramental view of nature among his followers, including 
a sacramental view of water. Nature may be either honored as a location of God’s presence 
or, alternately, as a sacred gift from God. In either case, Christians view nature not only with 
respect but also with reverence.  

 Worship that includes water discipleship envisions a Kin(g)dom in which water and 
all people and creatures have the water they need. In worship, we envision the world as if it 
were already full of abundant life, whether reliving the Garden of Eden story, with Adam 
and Eve still in the garden, or the vision of the New Jerusalem with water flowing through 
the city. Thus, we address water, knowing that water needs care, and we seek energy and 
courage from water and God to work toward such care. Worship that fosters care for water 
will also promote the possibility and experience of I/Thou relations with creatures, including 
water. A nuanced theology that seeks and finds the presence of Christ in nature nourishes 
such I/Thou encounters.  
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 Outdoor baptism as well as indoor baptism with flowing water will enhance such ecological incarnational theology 
and enhance worship. Spending time outside—more time than most of tend to spend—is necessary for Christians and 
affords needed occasions to explore, pray, and worship. Additionally, the use of inspiring metaphors such as flowing water 
and downward-flowing grace in Christian worship and in written or spoken church communication renews a commitment 
to creation and to water’s well-being.  

 In this ecological incarnational theology, understanding of sin widens beyond the individual person. Ecocide, 
biocide, and pollution should be recognized and lamented as sinful. Recognition of water for what it is, a universal wonder, 
will happen locally (within each church’s bioregion) through practices of water stewardship, water contemplation, water-
honoring worship, and water advocacy. Watershed stewardship activities foster eco-justice issues related to water around 
the world. As parishioners learn about and celebrate the miracle of water and its vulnerability to pollution and overuse, 
they become sensitized to the crisis of watershed pollution and depletion around the world as well as ways that 
international organizations, including church judicatories, work to address these issues.  

 Transformational leadership and education toward watershed stewardship enables a community to design 
activities and resources that celebrate water and care for it. Transformational leaders will help a congregation discover the 
spiritual and biblical inspiration for such work. The original leaders delegate the work—both the planning and the 
implementation, with the expectation that new ideas will emerge from newer leaders. This delegation of work fosters 
creativity. Joy and celebration of beauty will often infuse water stewardship activities. Grief about water abuse and 
watershed injustice may surface and can be honored through confession in worship and acknowledgement of the 
paradigm shift in which humanity is engaging, a shift toward caring for rather than exploiting, the Earth. Deepened work for 
transformation toward watershed stewardship, thus, makes room for expressions of grief, joy, and creativity through the 
varied activities a church may undertake. Renewed ties among congregation members strengthen as their relationship with 
water develops. Fellowship grows, inspiring further work and commitment.  

 While addressing concerns about watersheds, watershed stewardship promotes a rediscovery of the natural world 
that brings a church community home, ecologically. It fosters renewed compassion for the web of life and for people in 
varied circumstances around the world. Leaders and congregations experience deepened understanding of God as Creator, 
of Christ as incarnate in all things, and of the Holy Spirit as actively renewing creation.  

 Transformational leadership and transformational educational findings by Ronald Heifetz, Mary Elizabeth Moore, 
Erin Biviano, (2) and others reveal processes of change that can be galvanized for watershed stewardship and for 
maximizing momentum and effectiveness, while minimizing burnout. Churches can effectively utilize the principles of 
getting on the balcony, giving the work back to the people, infusing the work with meaning, keeping attention disciplined, 
building trust, and generating more leadership for ecological care. The fact that intentions do not always generate success 
and, further, that action remediates a current harm that we had not fully appreciated before may cause consternation and 
grief.  

 Strength for the journey emerges from reconsideration of, and even change in, values, experiences in nature, 
dedicated spiritual practices, and collaborative action. Leadership from within the congregation usually emerges, expressed 
as practical know-how, scientific literacy, and creative artistic endeavors. When supported and encouraged, such 
leadership augments excitement, commitment, and deepened relationships within and without the congregation. A 
supportive judicatory, or other groups in the parish neighborhood that are engaged in similar work, can enhance 
congregational leadership and the community effort. Sustained attention to a theme or project energizes a church’s growth 
in leadership.  

 People may resist watershed stewardship or other care-for-creation efforts for several reasons. Some will view the 
emphasis as new and unusual, while others will perceive the initiative to be overly focused on water in the midst of other 
challenging problems, or overly focused on nature rather than on God. Also, such stewardship requires work and grief: 
people may become overwhelmed, and conflict may result. Such resistance stems from the new paradigm that deep 
watershed stewardship promotes. As Thomas Berry notes,  

 We need to move from a spirituality of alienation from the natural world to a spirituality of intimacy   with 
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it, from a spirituality of the divine as revealed in verbal revelation to a spirituality of the divine as revealed in the visible 
world about us, from a spirituality concerned with justice simply to humans to a justice that includes the larger Earth 
community. (3)  

Such deep transformation, required by the knowledge that our planet is under siege and that religions must respond, will 
involve struggle as people develop a wide range of responses, including denial, concern, grief, anxiety, determination and 
commitment to respond to strengthen community, advocacy, and healing.  

 If leaders prepare for these feelings, identify deep values in their parishioners, and link these values with suggested 
actions, the leaders offer the possibility of forward movement for transformation, albeit within a spectrum of commitment 
and involvement. Worship, as well as other forms of congregational or pastoral communication, will do well to portray the 
process of congregational change to envision and promote a renewed ecosystem, grounded in scriptural images, or current 
examples, and thus engage the congregation in a renewed commitment to reinhabitation of the watershed. Varied 
activities designed to help people of all ages and backgrounds find their own ways to participate will reduce anxiety about 
the project and introduce fun and discovery. New learning can be stimulating, including learning about watershed biology 
and geology, economic metrics, stories of past communities linked to the watershed, and imaginative retelling of biblical 
stories set in the community’s watershed. Water’s beauty, expressed perhaps through creative expressions among the 
congregation or experiences of enjoying water, softens and enlivens the activities and helps people appreciate one another 
and the project. Indeed, fun and laughter go a long way to bind the community in watershed stewardship and create hope 
that actions undertaken contribute to positive movements fostered by many people around the world. 

Conclusion 

 We will never truly understand water. We do not understand it in part because, as horticulturalist photographer 
David Cavagnaro notes, “In all the processes of living, water is…, indispensable, and life has made its adjustments 
accordingly. In that relationship lies the true magic of water.”(4) Such a description of water is almost a description of 
God’s indispensable and ongoing presence. God’s love, revealed through Jesus Christ, is a love that underlies and supports 
all life. Jesus taught about God’s care of humans as a care also showered on lilies and sparrows. Relating more deeply with 
water is a process of discovery, developed, as in any enduring relationship, through embodied action (in water care and 
worship practices) as well as through intellectual and spiritual growth. Through watershed stewardship, people discover 
how to love water, identifying it as the beloved, and in the process, they grow in a deeper love of God. 

 To foster watershed care is to come home: To come home to the bioregion in which the church fosters worship in 
ministry, and also to come home to the final vision of the redeemed Earth. As Scripture tells us, the river of the water of life 
flows through the city and “on either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each 
month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations [Rev. 22:2].” The redemption of humans, bound with 
the redemption of water, offers healing for all. In care for water, and in being watershed disciples, Christians celebrate this 
new discovery in worship, in daily life with and caring for water, and in advocacy. The central sacrament of baptism takes 
on new meaning. Water not only mediates our new identity as children of God, but we relish and welcome water as a holy 
participant in our family. Water bears the life of God. All who open their eyes and ears to water in its many forms and 
expressions receive abundantly.   

(1) Peter G. Brown and Jeremy J. Schmidt, “An Ethic of Compassionate Retreat,” in Water Ethics: Foundational Readings for Students and Professionals, ed. 
Peter G. Brown and Jeremy J. Schmidt (Washington, DC: Island Press, 2010), 277. 

(2) Ronald Heifetz, Alexander Grashow, and Marty Linsky, The Practice of Adaptive Leadership: Tools and Tactics for Changing Your Organization and the 
World (Boston: Harvard Business Press, 2009);Mary Elizabeth Mullino Moore, Teaching as a Sacramental Act (Cleveland: The Pilgrim Press, 2004);  Erin Lothes 
Biviano, Inspired Sustainability: Planting Seeds for Action (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2016). 

(3) Berry, The Christian Future and the Fate of the Earth, ed. Mary Evelyn Tucker and John Grim (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2009), 60. 

(4)Ernest Braun and David Cavagnaro, Living Water (Palo Alto, CA: American West Publishing Company, 1971), 24.  
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The Ascension Second Quarter 
Financial Report has been 
prepared by the Finance  

Committee for your information. 
Highlights include: 

As you can see by the charts, our 
income through June was 
$97,081.  Our expenses for that 
same time period were $100,587.  
This leaves a negative balance of 
only $3,507.00 for the year 
through June. 

Our new Education Director, 
Jessica Summers, has started.  
The Memorial and Celebration 
Committee has committed 
$4,900.00 from their current 
balance to help fund the position.  
From all of us, thank you. 

The special fund drive to improve 
our technology for the church 
and upgrade our heating system in the nursery, Sunday school and rental areas is under way and has already raised 
$500 for the audio system technology upgrade and $1,200 for the heating system upgrade.  Chastenay Plumbing and 
Heating has been hired to replace the failing old heaters and create three separate zones so each area can control 
their own heat. Chastenay noted they will start preliminary work the week of July 16th and should complete the work 
in August when the new heating units are expected to arrive.  He will work with staff to try and insure his work will not 
deter current activities. Thanks to everyone for your assistance and support for this fund drive. 

We have lost long time members Russ and Susan Agne who are moving to be closer to their Massachusetts family. 
Many of us understand very well since that is what brought many of us here. Russ, thank you for being on the Finance 
Committee. 

This congregation is such as giving group having raised $13,117 for outreach benevolence giving through June. 
Examples include: 

• Funds raised for buying all the food and then getting together to prepare the boxes for the Meal Packaging 
Program 

• Support of JUMP and the Food Shelf Pantry 

• Lutheran World Relief and ELCA Hurricane Relief 

• General benevolence support 

• Quilters completing over 40 quilts to be sent where needed 

• Clean water initiative and numerous hours of volunteering   

Submitted by the Finance Committee of Council, July 19, 2018 
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Meet Our New Educational Ministry Director! 
Our new Educational Ministry Director, Jessica Summer, has years of 
experience with youth of all ages and parents, in both public library and 
educational settings, a passion for youth work, and a foundation in the 
Lutheran faith.  
She currently works as the Youth Project & Fundraising Coordinator for 
the Burlington Partnership for a Healthy Community, a substance abuse 
prevention coalition serving the greater Burlington area. In this role, one 
of my primary responsibilities is to plan and coordinate the One Voice 
Youth Empowerment program, our after school prevention education and 
advocacy skill building program for middle and high school youth. She also 
work with representatives from the other four coalitions in Chittenden 
County to plan and implement our annual county Above the Influence youth 
retreats. She served in a similar role for a year and a half as the Development 
& Communications Coordinator for the Milton Community Youth Coalition, 
the Milton version of BPHC. 

She served as the Youth Services Librarian for both the Winooski 
Memorial Library and the Jeudevine Memorial Library in Hardwick. In both 
roles, She worked closely with youth of all ages from birth to mid-twenties, as 
well as parents of young children. She was responsible for planning and 
implementing all youth programming including story hours, summer reading, 
teen group, preschool outreach, overnight lock-ins, and other special 
programming. In Hardwick, she also taught weekly English, History, and 
Science lessons to middle and high school students from the local alternative 
school. She was also responsible for maintaining the websites, cataloging all 
new youth materials, and maintaining the youth programming budget. 
She has always been called to youth work, and is excited for the opportunity 

to engage youth in a church setting. She grew up in a Lutheran church back 

home in North Carolina and always considered it a second home. She was 

very active in all our youth programming including Youth Group, bell choir, 

several of their vocal choirs, and volunteered with programming for younger 

children. Two of the most powerful experiences in her faith were her two 

trips to New Orleans. The winter following Hurricane Katrina, the annual 

Lutheran gathering for college students invited students of all faiths to New 

Orleans for a week of service work to help clean up from the hurricane. They 

learned so much about the local culture and what it was like to live through 

the hurricane from survivors. In addition to experiencing the holidays with 

locals and embracing traditional New Orleans culture, they were able to go 

out and help families clean out their homes from the flooding damage. She 

used those experiences to enhance her service in the summer of 2009 when 

she served as a Servant Companion for the ELCA Youth Gathering. She spent 

two weeks in the city training for the Gathering and then leading nearly 300 

youth and their adult leaders through the community service projects and 

daily prayers. She loved meeting all those youth and working together to help 

revitalize such a beautiful city, all while sharing our faith together. 
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And mark your calendars for Worship (and picnic) by the water  

on Sunday, September 9! 
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Donna and Gary took the time to walk 
the perimeter of the trail to see 

Charlie’s good work 
removing the damaged 
trees. They took these 

photos and went on the 
meditation trail where they 

took a selfie sitting on the 
tree bench. What a nice way 

to spend an afternoon! 

Ascension Quilters 

Summer will be coming to a close before we know it and Ascension Quilters will be starting another season of making 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  We are looking for more people to be involved in this project, whether by donating 
fabric, cutting fabric, assembling kits, sewing tops, tying quilts, or finishing the binding.  Many of the tasks can be 
accomplished at home. 

This past year the group made 41 quilts which brings the total number of quilts made since October 2014 to 
157.  Thrivent has generously supported us with grants to purchase batting and community members have kept us 
supplied with fabric.  We gather to tie quilts from 10 a.m. till noon on the first and third Thursday of the month 
starting September 6 at church.  No sewing experience is necessary.  Come and enjoy a time of sharing and 
fellowship.   

Equal Exchange 

Check out the EQUAL EXCHANGE table at Coffee Hour, after church every Sunday.  

In addition to Olive Oil (from Palestine), we sell Fair Trade coffee, both whole bean and 
ground, as well as several flavors of tea, cocoa, both cashews and almonds, and in 
cooler weather, chocolate bars in many flavors.  

We as Ascension members can use our combined purchasing power to support and encourage small-scale farmers, 
often in third world countries. This assures the grower a fair price for their products, helping support their families, 
educate their children, and improve their communities.  

Envelopes in the basket will hold your checks made out to Ascension, or hand your payments to Donna Pittman or 
Marcia Gustafson.  
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Bill Valliere’s Sermon on Mark 5:21-43, Ascension, July 1, 2018 

Today’s Gospel reading has so many threads which could be tugged on to be instructive. We could pull apart 
feminist themes about why Jairus was named in the reading, but his daughter, and the healed woman went unnamed, 
and the injustices of patriarchal societies. We could try to understand why Jesus would ask for silence about raising 
the little girl from the dead. We could delve into how Jairus must have felt about Jesus taking time to talk to the 
healed woman when his daughter was on her death bed. We could tug at “miracles” in general from our modern 
perspective. But today I would like to focus on the woman healed by the simple touch of a garment. But first, a little 
background. 

Marks Gospel picks up Jesus’ life at his baptism in the Jordan River by John, and his temptation by the devil in 
the wilderness. The gospel then steps immediately into his ministry in Galilee. He calls some disciples, teaches, heals 
people inflicted with leprosy, a paralyzed man, a man with a withered hand (on the sabbath), calls a few more 
disciples, teaches some more, calls the rest of his disciples, is accused by the scribes of being from Beelzebul when he 
cast out demons. Jesus then teaches with some famous parables, calms the storm on the Sea of Galilee and rebukes 
his disciples lack of faith, while going to the country of the Gerasenes, who were Gentiles. It seemed like Jesus was 
trying to get away from the crowds of people in Judea, and he thought, where better to do that than in a foreign land 
filled with Gentiles? But even there, a man possessed with demons found Jesus, whom Jesus heals, by allowing the 
demons to enter a herd of swine, which run down a steep bank into the sea and drown. Upon hearing this, the locals 
ask Jesus to leave. The healed man begins proclaiming all that Jesus had done, at Jesus’ request. Jesus and his 
disciples then head back across the Sea of Galilee. 

Whew! In case you have not been following along at home, there you have a thumbnail sketch of the Gospel 
of Mark up to the point of today’s reading.  

Many of the stories in Mark’s Gospel, including this account, are also portrayed in the Gospels of Matthew and 
Luke, and a few in John, which is not surprising since Mark’s Gospel was the first to be written, and was very likely a 
source for the other gospels 10 to 20 years later. So if you think you remember a slightly different account of this 
story, you are probably remembering the 9th chapter of Matthew, or the 8 chapter of Luke. 

But as we pick up today’s Gospel reading, Jesus has been zig zagging across the Sea of Galilee with his 
disciples, his fame increasing as he teaches and heals his way across the country side. Upon landing back on the 
Jewish side of the Sea of Galilee, we meet Jairus on the shore, his daughter gravely ill, seeking Jesus’ help. Jairus was a 
leader in the synagogue. We might think of him as a lay leader, maybe a lay preacher, or a member of the church 
council, in our terms. So Jairus was a fairly prominent member of his community. He falls at Jesus’ feet, begging him to 
heal his daughter (whose name, by the way, we never learn). Jesus agrees and begins walking with Jairus to his house.  

For some reason (not explained), a crowd forms. Word apparently travels fast, even without cell phones or 
social media. One member of that crowd also sought healing from Jesus. As Jesus makes his way to Jairus’ home, he is 
interrupted by an encounter with a woman who would have seemed destined to die unknown, unremembered, and 
unremarked. Clearly, she had heard of Jesus’ reputation as a healer. As we learn from Mark’s Gospel, for twelve years, 
“She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather 
grew worse.”  A faithful Jewish response would have been to travel to the Temple in Jerusalem, seeking healing by 
offering sacrifices. But just as with the lepers Jesus healed, this woman would have been declared unclean. Because of 
her hemorrhaging, she was no longer fit to be in the Temple—not even in the Court of the Women. No longer 
welcomed by her religious community, apparently no family since she came to Jesus alone, we meet this woman in 
seemingly dire circumstances. 

With the state of medicine in the first century, we know she probably would have eaten every conceivable 
combination of herbs, applied endless creams and ointments, and done anything someone asked and paid everything 
she had. A woman, possibly of some means now reduced to poverty. But there would have been the other, harsher, 
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side of her malady. Jesus often contends against the perception in the culture of his day that if someone was 
suffering, this was God’s punishment for sin. The ongoing hemorrhage would have left her increasingly cut off from 
community. 

We know this because we still have diseases that come with a stigma. Diseases like mental illness, chronic 
pain, HIV/AIDS, addiction. As soon as anyone found out that she had been bleeding for many years—judgment would 
follow. The sickness came to define her for everyone who knew how she suffered—that is, everyone except for Jesus. 
Beyond this, we also know what her standing in society would have been in relation to a man. Just as Jairus goes to 
Jesus on behalf of his daughter, women in that part of the world in the first century would have to be in the company 
of a brother, uncle, or son. Instead, she is presented as without family and alone. 

The most difficult part of her disease was that her bleeding did not just make her ritually unclean, and so 
unable to worship in the Temple; the religious law of her time mandated that anyone she touched would also become 
unclean. To have Jesus touch her might bring her healing, but it would have made him ritually unclean as well. She 
would have to push against a lot of pressure from her society just to reach Jesus. 

As Jesus started toward Jairus’ house, the woman knelt down, reaching out for the barest edge of Jesus’ robe 
and grabbed hold. And her plan worked. The bleeding stopped. Her body was finally healed after twelve years of 
suffering. 

But then, everything the woman planned went wrong. Jesus stopped. He stopped everyone. The whole crowd. 
Jesus wanted to know who touched him. His disciples couldn’t believe the question; with such a great crowd rushing 
around, a lot of people had been bumping into Jesus. Jesus kept looking because he too felt the miracle. The woman 
was now in a position to be exposed. 

Mark’s Gospel tells us that in fear and trembling she fell down before Jesus. How could she not be terrified? In 
so many ways, everyone told her she was unworthy, cursed by God and shunned by society. And now this—once 
more, she would be humiliated. She throws herself at Jesus’ feet and recounts her whole story. Twelve years of 
suffering. Trembling, she tells Jesus the whole truth down to the hem of his garment. 

But  after so many people had cast her down, miraculously, Jesus lifts her up, looks into her eyes and says the 
words which make her healing complete. He said, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be 
healed of your disease.” 

“Daughter.” Not an outcast. Not a woman alone in a society that treated her only in connection to the men in 
her life. She was a beloved child of God. In Jesus naming as daughter the woman afflicted with suffering for twelve 
years, we see the very heart of God. Others may have judged her harshly, but God never forgot her, always loved her, 
and wanted to welcome her home. 

“Your faith has made you well.” Jesus knew what great faith she had. To believe that by even touching the 
hem of his robe could heal. But this woman’s faith knew no bounds. Not only that, but she maintained hope for a cure 
for twelve years. She had been through so much suffering, and yet maintained hope that reaching out to Jesus would 
finally heal her. This speaks volumes about her courage.  

“Go in peace,” Jesus said. He meant Shalom. This peace is health, well-being, and wholeness. Restoration to 
the way God meant her to live. Her body was healed, but Jesus was so much more interested in healing her mind and 
soul—he was interested in complete healing and setting her free from the prison of suffering. He hoped to restore the 
woman back to society. 

But to heal, to truly heal, I think we need to know that person deeply. Healing comes, even to strangers, when 
we seek to understand them and know them deeply. Modern doctors know this all too well. Think about how many 
tests, examinations, and medical histories doctors collect to treat us. In some ways, our doctors know more about us 
than we know ourselves. We need to understand the patient in order to understand the underlying disease. 
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And yet, sometimes healing can happen even when disease persists. I am thinking now more about society 
now than individual healing. Can we heal the ills in our society, understanding that the underlying disease persists? 
Can we end poverty, racism, sexism, homophobia, and the host of other societal maladies, while understanding that 
those isms, all based in fear, will continue to persist? 

How often do we allow a person’s condition, or their circumstances to define them in our eyes? Sickness 
defined that woman, whose name we will never know. She is immortalized as the hemorrhaging woman. How often 
do we, or does our society fail to see beyond someone’s circumstances. When we see a person struggling with 
poverty, addiction, homelessness, or when we see immigrants, refugees, asylum-seekers desperate for a better life, 
do we look beyond their condition to see their humanity? Do we respond with compassion, or judgement? Do we 
demand that our leaders respond likewise? Do we see these people as brothers and sisters, sons and daughters in our 
society, or do we see them as an affliction, an infection; only focused on the problems they may bring to us? Is it US 
versus THEM, or are we all ONLY US? Our point of view is OUR CHOICE. We are to be Jesus’ hands and feet in the 
world. We are to bring about healing, even though we ourselves also are in need of healing. We are to see beyond a 
person’s, a society’s, a world’s condition, and see humanity. We are to look into the faces of the afflicted and see 
Jesus. We are to bring about Shalom. Amen. 

Lauren Dreibelbis (one of Ascension’s 
amazing youth) and 29 other middle 
school "campers" participated in a weeks
-long summer camp at GlobalFoundries 
7/23-27.  Activities included building and 
programming LEGO robots to do an 
assortment of assigned tasks, building an 
electrical circuit that made sounds, and 
making ice cream by using liquid nitrogen 
for coolant.  The camp leaders were all 
professional women, from an assortment 
of disciplines, to show the girls what 
might be possible as a career choice. 

The objective of this 30th annual summer 
camp project is to capture the girls' 
interest in an assortment of math, 
programming, and science 
projects.  Multi-year data indicates that 
many girls lose their lead (and interest) in 
these subject areas over boys this point 
in a girl's development...and prove that 
focused activities like this one can re-
energize their interest as they prepare 
for moving into high school and college.  
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This publication can be viewed on our website at www.alcvt.org.   If 

you DO NOT wish to receive a hard copy please contact us via phone 

at 802/862-8866 or email at Church.office@alcvt.org so that we might 

cut down on paper and cost.  Thank you.  

Summer Worship Schedule 

10:00 a.m.  Worship Service with Holy Communion  

church.office@alcvt.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
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