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E-News for the Week of Sunday, May 5, 2019
Third Sunday of Easter
Worship Participants
Worship Participants
Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright
Lector: Vicki Lemley
Organist: Ann Gnagey
Greeter: Donna & Gary Pittman
Ushers: Doug Dreibelbis & Peter Grant
Coffee Hour: Mud Morning Meeting/Lunch

Readings
Job 38:1-11, 28-29; 39:1-3, 26-28; 42:1-3, 5-6
Psalm 104:1-9, 24-33
Colossians 1:15-20
John 1:1-4, 16-18

Service of the Word
Upcoming Week

Wednesday 6:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice
5/1
7:15 p.m. Contemporary Practice
Thursday
5/2

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Quilt Group

Friday
5/3

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Saturday
5/4

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental)

Sunday
5/5

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
11:30 a.m. Mud Morning Meeting & Lunch
3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship Service (Rental)

Tuesday
5/7

9:30-11:30 a.m. PCAVT (Rental)
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. TimberNook (Rental)
6:00-9:00 p.m. Nunn’s Men’s Group (Rental)

Upcoming Birthdays
5/1 Mary Hondal
5/3 Elsa Breiland
5/6 Aida Qubrosi
5/7 Sara Vanyush
5/9 Claire Anderson
5/13 Julia Hondal

|

Wednesday 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Embroidery Guild (Rental)
5/8
6:15 p.m. Contemporary Choir Practice
View long-range calendar here: http://alcvt.org/calendar.html
Need to add something? Call or email: 862-8866 or church.office@alcvt.org.

Long Range Planning Survey: DEADLINE APPROACHING
As part of our efforts to include everyone at Ascension in this process of forming our future, we are holding
“Mud Meeting 2” on May 5 ***THIS SUNDAY*** (see announcement in Upcoming Events), and we’re asking
everyone to fill out the survey prior to the meeting.
You can fill out the survey in one of two ways—online HERE, or fill out the hard copy that was sent to you in
the mail. Additional hard copies are available in the Narthex.
The link to the survey will be live until Sunday, May 5.

Pastor’s Message
Dear Ascension sisters and brothers,
This coming Sunday we will join in a festive luncheon and a "Mud Morning" long range planning meeting, facilitated by
Denyse Perry and members of Ascension's Long Range Planning Committee. All the questionnaires that the
congregation filled out (and we had a wonderful response by the congregation to the questionnaire) have been given
to her and the committee. The committee has planned an engaging, inspiring planning session for and with us.
Childcare will be provided, so families can attend. Also, we will have a wonderful luncheon created by the Long-Range
Planning committee prior to the planning meeting. FYI, the members of the Long Range Planning committee are Doug
Dreibelbis, Sarah Peake, Ron Ulmer, Alison Hampson, and Sami Wayne.
This Sunday we will also celebrate Earth Day (a few weeks after the official Earth Day). During worship we will praise
God for the wonder of creation and also discuss the moral and scientific issue of a meaningful response to climate
change.
Of great interest is the ELCA social statement "Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice" (https://www.elca.org/
Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation), passed by the Churchwide Assembly in 1993. All
pastors are obligated by their Letter of Call to "impart knowledge of the Evangelical Church in America and its wider
ministry." The Social Statements, passed after much official denominational deliberation, are part of our
denomination's ministries, so I bring that statement now to you. You can read a summary of it if not the entire
statement.
Finally, two recent Ted Talks, by 16-year old Greta Thunberg and Christian scientist Katharine Hayhoe, are very
excellent presentations about climate change and the moral obligation to respond. Thunberg's 11-minute Ted Talk is
painful, electrifying, deeply knowledgeable, and unforgettable. Hayhoe is a climate scientist and Christian who has
influenced evangelical Christians to develop a conviction about the need to respond to climate change based on their
(our) faith.
See you Sunday!
Blessings, Pr. Nancy

Sunday School News
Visit our website to learn more about educational offerings: http://alcvt.org/education.html
Children’s Sunday School and Confirmation Class
Join us at 9:00 a.m. for Sunday School in the Children’s Wing! Classes will break off into their respective classrooms
after a brief welcome.
*This Sunday, May 5, Confirmation Class will not meet—students are encouraged to instead attend the Mud Morning
Meeting (See Upcoming Events Announcement)—all families are encouraged to attend as well—lunch and childcare
provided!
Sunday Conversations over Coffee
20’s, 30’s, 40’s-something adults meet to discuss a variety of topics that relate to daily life and scripture downstairs in
the basement at 9:00 a.m.!
Adult Class
He is risen! Hallelujah! Easter has just begun! The adult discussion group will meet this Sunday at 9:00 a.m. to explore
further what the resurrection means. Come and explore with us!

HARK! Important News
The Church Mouse
The next issue of The Church Mouse is coming soon! The deadline for submissions is Monday, May 6th. Please email
submissions to church.office@alcvt.org. Thanks!
Care for Ascension—Saturday, May 11, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Congregation Pitch in and Help Day! Each year we commit a Saturday to a Fellowship Spring Clean-up of our church
building and grounds. Please join us and help! Our spring clean-up offers lots of fun things to do including…





 Cleaning up the gardens in front of the church
Washing windows
 Raking leaves and pine needles around the church
Washing woodwork
grounds
Dusting furniture and sanctuary beams
 Sweeping the roof
Cleaning and organizing the kitchen and supply room
 Cleaning the gutters

Please sign up—Tell us about how much time you would like to commit, when, and whether you will be able to join us
for a light lunch—if you’re not sure, you can just show up too! If there is something in particular you would like to
help with, let us know that too! The Sign-up list is posted in the Narthex. This is a great way to spend time together
and get acquainted… or re-acquainted! Questions? Ask anyone on the Property Committee. Many hands make light
work!

Visiting Parishioners
Pastor Nancy regularly visits parishioners who need her, and encourages you to join! Current parishioners requesting
a little company:
•

Anna Marie Mattson (Carter) is now living at 847 Pine Street and welcomes visitors. Phone 488-6084.

Upcoming Events
Ascension’s Mud Morning 2: “Plowing Ahead. Creating Fertile Ground”: THIS SUNDAY
WHAT: Ascension Goal Planning Workshop and Lunch
WHEN: Sunday, May 5th
TIME: Conclusion of Service- 2:30 p.m.
HOSTED BY: Long Range Planning Team and Facilitator
We have much to be thankful for at Ascension on the amazing work and progress happening here! Our church has
met many goals from our previous 5 year plan and we are ready to forge ahead with new goals. The Long Range
Planning Team needs your help on this! We are inviting all Friends and Members of Ascension to come and share your
ideas, thoughts, questions, concerns, hopes and dreams as we look forward into Ascension’s future. Come “plow
ahead” with us on God’s Work and share your vision on Sunday, May 5th, beginning after the conclusion of church
until 2:30 p.m. Lunch will be served. Questions? Please see one of the Long Range Planning Committee Team
members.
Yours in Christ—Alison Hampson, Ron Ulmer, Sami Wayne, Doug Dreibelbis and Sarah Peake
P.S. To prepare for Mud Morning, parishioners are invited to read the Bishop’s excellent paper “A Church Reborn.”
New England Women of the ELCA
The New England Women of the ELCA invites all congregations to learn about ways their faith groups can act as
steward of the world’s waters in their own community… let us work together to have safe, drinkable water in New
England and beyond.

Saturday, June 15, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. “God Created Water...Steward?” Trinity Lutheran Church, 161 Western Ave,
Brattleboro, VT
For more information and to register, CLICK HERE.
Interfaith Committee on Sanctuary Meets Monthly
Do you want to learn more about local efforts to provide sanctuary in Vermont for asylum seekers? An interfaith
committee meets, usually monthly, to discuss this and related issues. The May meeting, which will focus on legal
issues, will be at the Friends' Meeting House (Bassett House at 173 North Prospect Street, Burlington), Friday, May 3,
at 7:00 P.M.
All are welcome. (For additional information, please contact Mousa Ishaq or Kris Peterson-Ishaq at 802-878-3695
or mkishaq@comcast.net.)
Lecture Series Around Town
Here you will find information on various lecture series being offered locally!
Racism in America and Why We Should Care: How far have we come as Americans in confronting racism? This is a
topic that remains so insidious, intimidating and painful that we prefer not to talk about it in public for fear of what
we might say or reveal, or how others might see or treat us.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church—Final date: 5/7/2019. CLICK HERE for more information.

Additional News and Opportunities
Seeking donations for Cristo Rey Lutheran Church
The New England Synod Immigration & Refugee Task Force is taking a group to Cristo Rey Lutheran Church (ELCA) in
El Paso, TX, for a Border Immersion Program to explore spiritual, emotional, political and justice issues along the US/
Mexico border. Jan Steinbauer from Good Shepherd in Jericho is a member of the Task Force and is traveling with the
group to Texas from May 11–18. Jan will be delivering donated supplies for refugee hospitality to Christo Rey, but
could also use money to purchase additional supplies when she is in Texas. Her deadline for donations is this Sunday,
May 5. The Ascension Social Action Committee apologizes for this late notice, but stands ready to accept cash
donations on Sunday. Marcia Gustafson will get any contributions to Jan. Another way to help is to hold Cristo Rey and
the people they serve in prayer.
Foot Care Clinic
The University Of Vermont Medical Center Department Of Community Health Improvement is pleased to be offering a
community foot care clinic at Ascension Lutheran Church starting this spring. The foot care clinic is staffed by UVMMC
nurses who provide basic foot care services including a foot soak, foot assessment, toenail trimming and lotion
application. These foot care clinics do not offer treatment of ingrown nails, calluses or other conditions that require
podiatry services. Participants with diabetes or on blood thinners should bring a note from their primary care
provider. There is no official charge for this service, but donations are encouraged and appreciated. Clinics will be held
approximately every 8 weeks. Upcoming dates are 5/9, 6/27 and 8/21.
Please note that registration is required. We currently have four openings for Ascension parishioners. If interested, or
if you have questions, please contact Martha McAuliffe, RN, at (802) 847-1624 or at
Martha.McAuliffe@uvmhealth.org. Thank you!
Parishioner Blog
Jay and Barbara Fritsche are working for three months in Palestine. Their pilgrimage and ministry can be followed on
their blog: Bfintheholyland.wordpress.com

