
E-News for the week of Sunday, October 15 

19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Readings 
Isaiah 25:1-9 

Psalm 23 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-10 

Worship Participants 

Pastor: Rev. Nancy Wright 

Liturgical Asst:  John Fritsche 

Altar Guild:  Julie Valliere 

Communion Asst:  Rob Hondal 

Lector: Rob Hondal 

Organist: Ann Gnagey 

Greeters: Donna and Gary Pittman 

Ushers: France LeBlanc and Jake 
Hansen 

Coffee Hour: Lydia Wisloski 

Upcoming Week 

Wednesday, 10/11 
6:15 p.m. Choir Practice 

7:15 p.m. Bell Practice 

Thursday, 10/12 
9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental) 

7:00-8:30 p.m. St. Timothy Bible Study (Rental) 

Friday, 10/13 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Saturday, 10/14  8:45-11:45 a.m. VT Choral Union (Rental) 

Sunday, 10/15 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

11:30 a.m. Worship and Music 

3:30-7:30 p.m. St. Timothy Worship (Rental) 

Monday, 10/16 7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

Tuesday, 10/17 9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental) 

Wednesday, 10/18 
6:15 p.m. Choir Practice 

7:15 p.m. Bell Practice 

Thursday, 10/19 

9:00-11:00 a.m. South Burlington Playgroup (Rental) 

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Quilter’s Group 

7:00-8:30 p.m. St. Timothy Bible Study (Rental 

Friday, 10/20 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Kindermusik (Rental) 

Have items to add to the calendar? Email church.office@alcvt.org  

Office Hours: 10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Mon-Thu; 1:00-3:00 p.m. Fri 

Other times by appointment.  

Upcoming Birthdays 

10/11 Gary Pittman, Lauren 

Dreibelbis 

10/14 Susan Agne 

10/18 Henry Huggett, Bob Furst 

10/19 Jacob Hansen 

10/20 Rachel Bruno 

 

95 Allen Road, South Burlington, VT 05403 

(802) 862-8866 
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http://www.alcvt.org
https://www.facebook.com/AscensionLutheranChurchVt/


Pastor’s Message 

Dear Ascension parishioners, 
  
The water-themed art exhibit now in the sanctuary is stunningly beautiful. The show reveals the often hidden creative 
fruits of many of Ascension’s, talented, humble people. 
  
Beauty is part of our trust and love of God in Jesus Christ. Beauty draws us into the miracle of God’s creation. God 
created beauty. And the Bible celebrates beauty: 
  
Isaiah 52:7 
7 How beautiful upon the mountains 
    are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
    who announces salvation, 
    who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
  
Of course, Jesus is the beautiful Savior, the messenger who brought good news of peace and salvation. Beauty 
reminds us of our Savior and offers many possibilities for spiritual growth. 
  
Katie Huggett created a book for the art exhibit: Conserve: A Book of Hours. She writes that this Book of Hours is 
“developed to celebrate the summer 2017 water advocacy and Lake Champlain watershed stewardship projects of 
Ascension Lutheran Church.” Her Noonday prayer reflection reveals how beauty inspires a spiritual question: “It is 
noon on a cold February day. The bright sunlight hits the tiny flat ice crystals on the surface of the snow and suddenly 
the entire field begins to sparkle. The crystals are like miniature mirrors, reflecting the sunlight. Simple frozen water 
and frozen water vapor have transformed the otherwise bleak landscape. What simple act can we undertake today to 
transform our workplace or community?” 
  
Blessings, Pr. Nancy  

Sunday School News 
Adult Class 
The class members chose to use Claire Anderson’s subscription to the Great Courses videos for the course Reading 
Biblical Literature. Taught by biblical scholars, this course is an excellent exploration of the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation and will generate interesting discussion and faith building. The ALC class members hope that anyone feels 
welcome at any time to attend, since each course section is independent. The class meets in Pastor Nancy’s office, 9 
am to 9:50 am Sunday morning. 
Children’s Classes 
Dear Families and All, 
Autumn into winter is a very busy time of the church year, especially this year, as we celebrate the 500th Anniversary 
of the Reformation, and our heritage Martin Luther. 
As we continue with the lessons, this Sunday is the Parable of the Wedding Banquet. The children will learn that, like 
the those invited to the wedding, who declined the invitation, many who are invited to enjoy God's grace today, also 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendars! 
 Saturday, October 21 Interfaith Power and Light Annual Conference, Manchester, VT 
 Saturday, October 28, 5:00 p.m. Reformation Dinner at Ascension Featuring ‘Ol Marty and Kate Luther live and in 

person! 
 Sunday, October 29: STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY/REFORMATION SUNDAY, followed by a gala coffee hour. The spiritual 

waters of life in Christ will guide the stewardship planning. 



HARK! Important News and Upcoming Events 
Ascension Art Show 
Many thanks to all who shared their unique talents for our exhibit of the gifts of water!  We have poetry, pottery, 
paintings, photographs, quilting, crochet, needlework, sculpture, handmade canoes and paddle, stained glass, wood 
working, cards, and even a book created for the show!  All ages have contributed. It is a feast for the eyes! 
Special thanks go to Richard Butz for the beautiful stands for the pottery and sculpture and Gail Butz, John Fritsche 
and Marcia Gustafson for helping to hang the show.  Lovely job! 
ENJOY!!! -Jane A'Lee Heyerdahl 
Rain Barrel Winner! 
Thanks to all who participated in the Rain Barrel Raffle!  Sam Swanson was the lucky winner of Jane A'Lee's beautifully 
painted barrel but the winner of the $170 proceeds is the Vermont Haiti Project. The funds will be used for water 
filters that Haitians are trained to make themselves and/or for raised-bed latrines, which are critical for public 
sanitation. Tom Tailer, a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran in Jericho, will visit us in the new year to explain these 
important and sustainable programs that he has started in Haiti. 
At Luther’s Table: Sponsored by Thrivent 
1517 to 2017, Saturday, October 28, 2017, 5:00 - 8:30 PM, Free Will Offering to benefit Puerto Rico, BYOB 
Sign Up: 
If you can make a German influenced Dessert to share or Bring an Appetizer 
Program: 
We are offering a family oriented, all ages, evening of Food, Fun and Facts with Martin and Katherine Luther hosting 
students and visiting dignitaries in interactive discussion and questions. For Children: Learning About Luther Activities 

reject the invitation. We will encourage children to SAY YES TO GOD's invitation to be in their lives. To make choices 
that are just and kind and good, and in doing so to accept the invitation to be part of the family of God. Everyone is 
invited, not just some specially selected people. 
We have created Calendars of our 2017-18 Sunday School schedule to pick up at Sunday School (or download it 
HERE). Please enter the dates on your calendars, so you may accept our invitation to be part of our family of faith at 
Ascension.  We also hope to have a rotating snack chart very soon, and hope that we can count on families to sign up 
to bring snacks to help us with that part of our ministry to our children.  They really look forward to snacks.  
 
Upcoming Events: 
October 28. 5- 8:30 PM    The 500th Anniversary Reformation Dinner "At Luther's Table.” This is an all ages, family 
friendly event, with German food, such as sauerbraten and bratwurst, etc. Please sign up to bring food in the Narthex. 
There will be a free-will offering with all proceeds going to  benefit Puerto Rico's massive recovery needs. Luther-
related learning games and activities will be available in the Sunday School rooms for children, such as dress up as 
Luther, pin the Cross on the Luther Rose, the Diet of (gummy) Worms, and Luther coloring pages. Singing is optional.  
At the dinner, "Luther" and Kathe" will circulate asking questions and elaborating on their experiences in the early 
Reformation era, 500 years ago. Celebrate this remarkable man who changed the world. 
 
October 29  9:00 AM Reformation Sunday Our learning about Luther and our Lutheran heritage continues with a 
number of age appropriate stories and projects. 
 
11/26 - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL - THANKSGIVING VACATION 
12/3 - ADVENT WREATH MAKING / ADVENT GIVING BOX MAKING.  
12/17- CHRISTMAS PRESENTATION 
 
Please mark your calendars now, and plan to join in our Celebrations and learning.  
 
Warmly, Lydia Wisloski, SS Supt 

http://alcvt.org/docs/Newsletters/2017-18_SS_Calendar.docx


Additional News and Opportunities 
Come to Building Local Resilience - Inspiring Climate Action! Conference  
VT Interfaith Power & Light's 2017 conference, Building Local Resilience - Inspiring Climate Action!, is going to be 
great. Plan to come! Along with Deb Markowitz as our Keynote Speaker, we have a number of fantastic leaders for the 
six workshops, great food, wonderful sponsors, music and more! Pastor Nancy will lead a workshop on Ascension’s 
Watershed work. It will be on Saturday, Oct. 21st at First Congregational Church in Manchester. Registration will begin 
very soon with either online registration through VTIPL's website or a paper registration form. 
A page on VTIPL's website about the conference has Deb Markowitz's photo & bio, and the list of workshop topics. 
The conference flyer is in an attachment at the end of the page. The workshop topics are:  
-Building resilient communities    -Climate legislation advocacy  
-Climate science update     -Effective community organizing  
-Help with building energy efficiency    -Watershed stewardship 
Items Needed for Newly Placed Homeless Families 
They are in need of mattresses, dressers, kitchen tables/chairs, coffee and end tables, lamps, dishes, pots and pans, 
linens, blankets and pillows. Families moving out of homelessness into housing are in need of pretty much anything 
and everything, including cleaning supplies and toiletries in addition to the furniture items.  If you have donations, 
please let Karen and Pete Grant know (802-372-0123).  If the items are small they can be brought to church for pick 
up, otherwise we can arrange to pick them up! 
Horses for Hope 
Natalie, Rosie, Jack, and Ben (and their horse, Cash) would like to invite you to the Horses for Hope Halloween 
Celebration at Enniskerry Farm, Saturday, October 28, 10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Come dressed in your Halloween costume 
(or not, it’s up to you!) and trick or treat with the ponies of Enniskerry! Fun activities like pony rides, Pony-Paddy 
Bingo, silent auction, games, yoga, food, live riding demonstrations, and much more! Admission is $5.00 and includes 
a pony ride! ALL money raised goes to the American Cancer Society.  
The farm is at 906 Middle Road, Colchester. Questions? Contact Kelli Tylenda 
Cooperative Christian Ministry Newsletter 
Pastor Joe Cotner, who has filled in for Pastor Nancy a couple of times this past summer, is the part-time campus 
minister for the ecumenical and progressive Cooperative Christian Ministry (CCM) at UVM. Ascension supports CCM in 
the local benevolence budget. Bill Valliere and Pastor Nancy have served on the CCM board of directors in the past, 
and Marcia Gustafson currently serves on the board. You can learn more by reading CCM’s fall newsletter HERE. 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria Relief from Lutheran Disaster Response 
The situation: 
Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria are among the most powerful storms ever recorded in the Atlantic, leaving 
widespread damage across Florida, Georgia, Puerto Rico, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, the U.S. Virgin Islands and 

Such as Our 95 Thesis to Hammer on the Door, Luther and Kathe Dress up, Pin the Cross on the Luther Rose, Diet of 
(Gummy Worms) 
Liturgical assistants needed 
Please consider becoming a liturgical assistant. Once a month or so each assistant helps the pastor by standing at the 
altar and helping to distribute Holy Communion. Thank you! 
Ascension Quilters 
Join the quilters at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow—Thursday, 9/21! They meet regularly on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the 
month, and all are welcome! 
New Coffee Hour Sign-Up 
A new Coffee Hour Sign-Up sheet has been posted in the Narthex. The new list covers through the end of January. 
This is one of the best ways we can welcome newcomers, so let’s try to get that list filled up asap!  
Rain Barrels for All 
Rain barrels are still available. Sign the clipboard on the rain barrel in the fellowship hall and your will be available the 
following Sunday. If there are two in the fellowship hall, you can take one right away. Talk to Richard Butz for more 
details.  

http://www.vtipl.org/node/364
tel:%28802-372-0123
http://alcvt.org/docs/Newsletters/Fall_2017_Newsletter_PDF.pdf


other locations in the Caribbean.  
Our response:  
As a church, we’re standing by our neighbors who have been affected as they begin the long road to recovery. 
Lutheran Disaster Response’s affiliates are collaborating with community leaders and government officials to respond. 
Please give now to support this response.  
Your gifts ensure that our church will be able to provide help and hope for those whose homes have been devastated 
or who have been otherwise affected by these hurricanes for years to come. Together, we can help provide 
immediate and long-lasting support.  
What you can do:  
Pray 
Please pray for the people who have been affected by Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria. May God's healing 
presence give them peace and hope in their time of need. 
Give  
Gifts designated to “Hurricane Response” will be used to assist those affected by these hurricanes until the response 
is complete. 
Connect:  
To learn more about the situation and the ELCA’s response: 
Sign up to receive Lutheran Disaster Response alerts. 
Check the Lutheran Disaster Response blog. 
Like Lutheran Disaster Response on Facebook and follow @ELCALDR on Twitter. 
Human Genetic Engineering: Dreams & Nightmares 
Food for Thought Pot-Luck Forums for the Fall 2017, Mount Mansfield Union High School Library, 211 Browns Trace, 
Jericho, Vermont 05465 
Sponsored by Mt. Mansfield Union High School and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
The final Forum will be held on November 7 at 6:00 p.m.  
Food for Thought is a community-wide pot-luck gathering (please bring salads, main dishes, or desserts) to which all are 
invited. It will include a half-hour presentation followed by questions and discussion.  
For more information on the forums and topics to be covered each night, click here:  
http://www.vtcucc.org/docs/e-kit/2017/Food%20For%20Thought%20Poster%20Fall%202017.pdf                                                  
Looking for New Mentors to Join the Fun of Building Friendships! 
Are you looking to make a positive difference in the life of a child? SB Mentoring, the school-based mentoring 
program in the South Burlington School District, is recruiting new mentors! We are looking for caring, respectful 
adults in our community to spend an hour a week with wonderful young people in our schools to allow young people 
to uncover their sparks:  their interests and passions. Interested in learning more? Please contact Healthy Schools 
Coordinator Susie Merrick at smerrick@sbschools.net or 652-7035. 
On the Trail of Martin Luther 
Collette Travel presents an 11 day tour of Luther Land. Guaranteed departure April 11, 2018 to April 21, 2018 $2099 
pp. Price includes land tour, transfers, guided tours and visits, performances, hotels, 14 meals as listed and services of 
guide and driver.  Air fare is extra.  If there is a group larger than 8, wholesale air may be available.  Other dates 
available.  See posting on bulletin board in fellowship hall.  If interested, contact Karen Martin. 

https://community.elca.org/hurricane-relief
http://listserv.elca.org/cgi-bin/wa.exe?SUBED1=DISASTER&A=1
http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/
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