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Notes from Bishop Hazelwood’s Visit to Ascension
May 15, 2013
Present: Jane and Gene Heyerdahl, Bonnie and Paul Lombardi, Greta Krag, Ellen and Jim Wilhite, Beth Dreibelbis, Kris and Mousa Ishaq, Marcia Gustafson, Steve Snook, France Leblanc
and Jake Hansen, Donna Pittman, Karen and Red Martin, Kelli Tylenda, Joe Oppenlander, Jo
White, Charley Cutting, and Sandy Short.
3:05 p.m. Steve Snook opened the meeting by welcoming the Bishop to Ascension our “little
church in the woods” followed by introductions of those members present.
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Ascension Lutheran
Church celebrates faith
and trusts in God’s grace
and salvation through
Jesus Christ.
Our Mission
We worship in word and
sacrament, care for
God’s creation, serve
people in need, and
respect differences.

BH
Spoke about his background and how he got to where he is now with no religious
Pr. Nancy Wright
background and a family not used to ever going to church. His childhood was wonderful but
his grandmother had a fear of a “judgmental” god and, therefore did not take the family to church. Jim became interested in Lutheran theology after attending California Lutheran College – because of their basketball camp – and became a camp counselor where he was exposed to theology. He went on from there to become a pastor and now the
bishop.
Charley Cutting What do conferences do?
BH

Each one is different because of size. More happens ecumenically.

Sandy Short

Does the story of your background draw in non-believers and, particularly, young people?

BH
Yes, especially now that there is not a lot of interest in institutional matters, but spirituality. 75% of New
Hampshire and 80% of Vermont are unchurched. A survey indicated that 92% of people believe in God. Why this
discrepancy? Can we practice church differently? The emergent church began with young people raised in strict
backgrounds. They pushed against the strictures of fundamentalism. The movement asks how to be a Christian in a
multi-faith world where people are suspicious of institutions? A new kind of monasticism is on the rise.
Karen Martin

Could these small emergent churches be called communes?

BH
Not with the baggage from the ‘60s – the sex and drugs. I don’t know what Christianity will be like in 20
years. But we must let the Spirit lead us and find a way to pass on Christianity to the next generation. I’m trying to
get people across the river and let the next generation take over.
France Leblanc Are there any young people studying to be pastors?
BH
Yes – 25 to 38 year olds. There is a U-shaped age curve of pastors with the trough among the 40-50 yearolds, and as the current 60-years old and up segment (who have delayed retirement to let their pensions recover from
the economic crisis) retire, there is a looming shortage, especially if there is a wave of simultaneous retirements. How
do we prepare the next generation of leaders? It’s very expensive to get through college and seminary. Remuneration
is poor compared to debt burdens. Seminary enrollment is down. Catholics provide schooling for free.
Can congregations sponsor seminary students?
BH

Yes, there is a fund at ELCA, but it only covers 10% of students.

Marcia Gustafson
Burlington has a lot of interfaith and ecumenical things going on- cooperative Christian.
What are your thoughts on campus ministry?
BH
There are big changes. The 1960s model of Sunday evening services with guitars has disappeared. Young
people want to take part in service for a cause. They want to make a difference but they are realistic and not trying to
save the world. They are focused on discreet projects, straight out of Acts.
Steve Snook

Re: Long Range Planning – what resources do we have?

Mousa Ishaq
We started looking at membership in decline. How do we broaden/deepen a sense of community?
Young people are spiritual but not drawn to the church. The LRPC is making us think about this.
BH
Christianity used to portray its purpose as preparing people to go to heaven. Should we emphasize the
Kingdom of God here on Earth? The younger generation sees that if they don’t act, their children and grandchildren
have a very uncertain future economically, culturally and environmentally. Now it is to think of working here on
earth to better things, i.e. the environment, etc. How do we bring the Bible into the projects that young people are
interested in?
(Continued on page 5)
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Report from Council President, Steve Snook
During the past year and a half the Long Range Planning Committee
has been working very hard to develop a consensual vision for ALC’s
future. Our lease with Ascension Child Care will end this October, a
fact that raises new questions about future use of our space, and new
concerns about the loss of a current stream of revenue for Ascension
Lutheran Church. But this is also an opportunity for broader scope for
envisioning our future. This new opportunity makes the work of the
LRPC even more important.

committee, and I’m sure the continuing members look forward to the
infusion of new sets of experience, ideas and energy. I will serve as
Council liaison to the LRPC.

Our hope is that this work will serve to rejuvenate Ascension Lutheran. I know that I am not alone in sensing a renewed vigor and excitement in the congregation. In order for us to succeed, we must be
certain that we maintain consensus, and so the LRPC is planning to
take a survey over the coming month. This survey will come to all
At this juncture the LRPC is undergoing a transition in its members.
members by mail, with a self-addressed stamped envelope enclosed,
Jo White, Kim Fry, and Kris Peterson Ishaq and Mousa Ishaq are step- and I hope every parishioner will complete the survey. It is vital that
ping down, and I’m sure the congregation joins me in thanking them
every voice contribute to the regeneration and growth of ALC.
for their service. Members of the committee who will continue to
As we move forward through these next months of exploring a path
serve are Doug Dreibelbis, Denise Puisto, Amy Harrison, Noah and
forward into a new and brighter future, we do so in faith that our delibElizabeth Brackett, Molly Burke, and Pastor Nancy Wright. I would
erations and our actions are being guided by the Holy Spirit. And in
like to express my gratitude for their service. And I’m very pleased
this faith I would ask each of you to include the work of the LRPC in
that Pastor John Lemkul, Beth Dreibelbis, Sam Swanson, Richard
your prayers, and to ask God’s blessing on each of
Butz, and new associate member Barry Lemley will be joining the
its members.

Mission note
If it’s June, it means the Relay for Life. Last year Team Ascension
took a break. This year, Cheryl Couillard and Kelli Tylenda are cocaptains/co-chairs/co-coordinators—whatever name you want to give
them—organizing Team Ascension to take part in the Relay that begins on Friday, June 21, at 6 pm and ends on Saturday, June 22, at 6
am.

You can join the team and participate in the event, or sponsor any or
all of the walkers, or donate a luminary to honor and remember a
loved one who suffered from cancer. As always, another way to offer
support is with prayer. Thanks for giving in whatever way you
choose.
Marcia

Parishioners in Worship and Giving
DATE

SERVICE

ADULTS

KIDS

TOTALS

GIVING

5-May

6th Sun of Easter

68

10

78

$950

12-May

7th Sun of Easter

58

11

69

$3490

19-May

Pentecost

58

9

67

$882

Summary Statement of Operations—Month Ended April 2013—submitted by Treasurer, France Leblanc

Yes! Estimate of Giving Card*
I want to help support the work of my church. I estimate that
during the next year I will give to my church
$___________per week or $___________per month or
$___________per year.
Name:___________________________________________
Address__________________________________________

*I understand that this giving estimate may be raised or
lowered at any time simply by calling the church office.

Thank You!
Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

A Visit from the Bishop, May 15, 2013
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A very enjoyable and informative discussion one rainy May afternoon. Many interesting questions were asked and we learned more about
our Bishop and his ideas. (See notes from the meeting on p. 1 of the Church Mouse.)
A big thank you goes to Gene and Jane Heyerdahl for providing such delicious refreshments for the occasion. Especially wonderful was the
rhubarb cake made by Jane with Jo White’s recipe—dare I say it was “heavenly!”

Introduction of the Bishop by Steve Snook.
Bishop Hazelwood speaking to Ascension members.

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

Children, Youth, and Family Ministry at Ascension
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RIPPLE Events, Topics for Discussion, and Potlucks—Go to Ripple website www.makeitripple.org for upcoming events.

June 2013 SCHEDULE
Youth can choose the group they feel most comfortable with. Everyone grows up at their own rate!
4 Ripple End-of-Year Party
17 Burlington Mission Trip
Rachel Stampul,
Pastor for Youth and
Young Adults

Open Conversation Hours
City Hall Park or Food Court in the Mall
Thursdays from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Office hours are held in City Hall Park or at the food court in the
mall in inclement weather - drop in or drop me a line to let me know
you're coming down! 802-881-3768 Text me at rachelstampul@gmail.com if you're wondering where I am or if my time is available!! 802-881-3768

Children and Youth Sunday and Church Picnic , June 9, 2013
Go where love leads, serve where love calls…

Join us on June 9th for a celebration of our church family as the young people
lead worship and we all gather to eat together in community.
9:00 a.m. The Sunday School practices for worship...
10:00 a.m. Worship with youth preaching and leading, children’s bell choir and
singing, and Holy Communion as a church family.
11:30 a.m. Church Picnic and Games! All are invited! Please bring a potluck dish
to share! Hamburgers, hotdogs, and drinks will be provided!

A Message from Kathe Bruno, Sunday School Superintendent
We are delighted to have Ali Gitzes with us in Sunday school! She’s a lot of fun and we sure appreciate her help.
In keeping with our theme Singing Once is Praying Twice, we are practicing songs to sing at Youth Sunday, June
9. The Junior Sunday school class will serve the congregation during our worship service. Please do remember that
our annual Sunday school picnic will be after church, and everyone is welcome. We have games and a hike in our
woods planned (come prepared with proper shoes), and our BBQ chefs will gladly grill you up a burger or hot dog.
The junior class is also sponsoring a Youth Sunday shampoo drive to benefit JUMP. Bring in as many bottles as
you can and we will add them to our offering.
On Trinity Sunday, May 26, the junior upperclassmen will explain the nature of the Holy Trinity during the children’s moment. The junior class is also hosting the coffee hour. Be sure to join us for what promises to be an interesting and memorable lesson!

Kathe Bruno

Sunday School
We have discussed the importance of Pentecost and painted candles for the altar (next time, we’ll know to use new
Superintendent
candles!), and learned a few new songs. We made Cross sun-catchers, and every week we look at the garden and
smell our flowers. We also like to throw the consecrated but unused Communion bread out to the birds. We saw
many interesting tracks in the snow this winter-- one set looked like a very large cat, and there were plenty of bird tracks and other small critters. And the bread was always gone.
We’ve had a good year. Next year we will be using ELCA materials, which follow the lectionary, cannibalizing our resources in the basement, and splitting the class into under- and upperclassmen. We welcome parents, grandparents, and interested member to join us at any time.
We are happy to have your input!
Kate
kathe75@aol.com

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org
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Notes from Bishop Hazelwood’s Visit–(continued from page 1)
Mousa Ishaq
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LRPC is making us think about where we are.

BH
Years ago we would have been defensive about how to make our faith to go on. Now people realize there is a new reality. This is a dramatic shift.
Steve Snook

The question is not “Will children have faith?” but rather, “Will the faith have children?” A quote from his dad.

BH
Three things:
1. Doing What Matters – (www.nesynod.org/resources/mission) how to connect with our community. Kim Bergstrand helps congregations connect with the community. The workshop this Saturday will help ALC. She can be contacted through the Bishop.
2. Desire for the small church. We have to understand the dynamics of a small church. Small churches often have a lack of self-esteem. This is
not warranted. In a small church, as in the show “Cheers”, everyone knows your name.
3. Get involved. He told the story of a small church of 19 members where the youngest was 78 years old, and elementary school across the street
from it. A new pastor arrived, and went to the school across the street and spoke with the school principal, who told him that reading was a
problem for the young people. The older church members started volunteering to read to the children and by the end of the school year there
was an increase in test scores. Soon the parents of those children whose scores improved asked how this had happened, and when they learned
how, having been thinking about their children needing religious instruction, began attending the little church that had done so much to help
them. The congregation saw a need and took care of it. No knocking on doors – no advertisements. When we get out of our comfort zone,
good things begin to happen. Congregations have been asking: “How can we bring families and money to the church?” This is the wrong question. The key is the declaration: “We are here to serve.” This is just starting; building networks that help meet needs. Congregations that are
here to serve are effective.
Mousa Ishaq
BH

How do we move forward?

Have Kim engage us in all or part of the Doing What Matters. You can check it on the synod website – under Resources.

France Leblanc As Treasurer, I am very proud of Ascension.
Jim Wilhite

What causes do you champion?

BH
Jesus’s ministry was largely to the poor. We have a lot of poor people in New England. The poor – especially the working poor. They want
to give their kids a shot in life.
4:20 p.m.

Closing with a prayer from the Bishop.

Thanks to all of you who welcomed Bishop Hazelwood to Ascension while I was at the Festival of Homiletics!
Faithfully,

Pr. Nancy

Thank you from ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal
The perfect outcome—now where’s the mustard?

JOIN TEAM ASCENSION!
Chittenden County Relay for Life
Fri, June 21, 6pm to Sat, June 22, 6am
How can you help? Join our team, and walk with us! You can walk
as much or as little as you like. Hanging out and cheering people on
is just as important! Don’t want to stay all night? That’s OK too! It’s
up to you! One thing is for certain, a FUN, moving, and memorable
time!
Registration is $10. Can’t join? Donate! Checks can be made out
directly to the American Cancer Society. Help us reach our goal of
$1,000! To register, make a donation, or get more info, talk to your
friendly team captains: Cheryl Couillard and Kelli Tylenda or email
kmtylenda@gmail.com.
THANK YOU!!!
Special Note: We will be hosting a luminary table on Youth
Sunday (June 9)! Luminaries are bags decorated in honor or in
memory of a person who has fought the battle against cancer—
win or loose. These bags line the track at the Relay and light the
way through the night. Bags can be purchased for $10. You can
decorate your own, or let the kids do it for you!

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org
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JUMP 25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION KICK-OFF
On Saturday April 27th, the Joint Urban Ministry Project kicked off the celebration of twenty-five years of providing much needed assistance to thousands of
Vermont households annually, by thanking
JUMP volunteers for their extraordinary service.

The anniversary event hosted by First United Methodist Church applauded the central role of volunteers since the early days of JUMP in the
late 1980s. JUMP provides emergency assistance to more than 55 area
households weekly and last year distributed nearly 7,000 needed vouchers for gas, food, utilities, laundry, prescriptions, transportation, diapers,
clothes, etc…from their Drop-In Center in the First Congregational
Church of Burlington. JUMP relies on wide community support from
businesses, individuals, foundations and more than 25 faith communities.
A place of warmth, JUMP’s volunteers and staff are a reliable source of
help to more than 3,000 Vermont children and adults annually.

JUMP Volunteers and Staff—“Celebrating 25 Years of Creating Caring Communities”

Proud of JUMP’s dedicated years of volunteerism, Wanda Hines, Managing Director closed the celebration by inviting past and present volunteers as well as members from the broader community to journey into the next 25 years with JUMP. Emphasizing, “It is only by creating
caring communities that we can effectively address the harsh reality of poverty in Vermont.”
JUMP NEWS
Thank you to all who contributed to the 25th Anniversary Challenge in March and April this year! We appreciate all your support. Your
gifts will help many, many of our neighbors in need. Money is still being counted but we are close to our goal of $30,000. Thank you.
Keep that shampoo rolling in. JUMP uses 50 bottles of shampoo a week!! Local stores - grocery and drug stores - often have shampoo on
sale. Just bring it to church and I will get it to JUMP. Also, as always, I will be happy to shop for shampoo for you - just give me the money
and I will get you a bargain on shampoo. It always turns heads when I buy 25 bottles of shampoo at Hannafords…I always get the joke
about loving clean hair!
JULY is JUMP food bag month. We will give out the list and bags at church in June. The list is also listed here. Average bags cost about
$20. Please start bringing in the bags anytime in June or July. I will see that they get to JUMP. Again, I will shop for bags for anyone who
wants me to…Doug and I shopped last year for 50 bags!! We actually emptied shelves of rice and beans several times. Just give me the
cash or leave money in my mailbox at church.
Thanks for all your support of JUMP. We serve 55 families a week - 6700 people a year….and we could not do it without you.
JUMP FOOD BAGS
Please fill each food bag with the following items:
4 (1-pound) bags rice (white or brown)
2 (1-pound) bags beans, kidney, lentils (include at least 1 bag of lentils) - please no black beans
2 (15-ounce) cans beans, kidney, pinto or chick peas
2 (28-ounce) or 4 (15-ounce) cans tomatoes (diced, crushed, or stewed)
2 pound dry pasta (plain or whole wheat)
2 (26-ounce) jars pasta sauce
1 box low sugar cereal, Cheerios preferred
Note: Store brands are less costly.
Packing the bag: Please consider purchasing a reusable grocery bag ($1 at most supermarkets). Extra items: If
you wish, please do! But please add only peanut butter or additional quantities of the items listed above. Do not add other items.
If you are unable to fill a food bag, a money donation is most welcome, given to your food bag coordinator.
Thank you for supporting JUMP and helping our low-income neighbors!
HELP FEED OUR HUNGRY NEIGHBORS!
Unitarian-Universalist volunteers are again coordinating Sunday Night Chittenden Emergency Food Shelf Dinners - ALL SUMMER LONG!
Volunteers (teens and adults) are needed to prepare and serve food to 60 -100 hungry folks at the food shelf from 4:30 -7 every Sunday as
well as donate protein rich casseroles and homemade desserts. Please contact Bridget Meyer bmeyer1038@aol.com or 879-5409, if you are
interested in coordinating (training and support provided), volunteering, or providing food. This opportunity is perfect for social justice
groups or small group ministries and is a fun way to put your faith into action!

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org
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A moose is loose!
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Look who came to play at ACC one Friday in April! Luckily
Katie got a good photo of this big guy. What fun for the kids to
see!

THANK YOU
On May 11th the skies looked threatening but they held off until our work was done! A big thank you for the following people for cleaning,
weeding, planting, washing windows, cleaning gutters and raking pine needles etc, etc, etc, at YOUR church.
Lucy Beck
Charlie Cutting
Bob and Suzanne Furst
Marcia Gustafson
France Hansen
Paul & Bonnie Lombardy
Karen and Red Martin
Gary and Donna Pitman
Mark Schroeter
Jo White
With many thanks for their work and fellowship!
Jane A’Lee and Gene Heyerdahl

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org
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Worship Participants for the Month of June
June 2
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Celebrant

Pr. Nancy Wright

June 9
10:00 a.m.
Contemporary/
Family Worship
Holy Communion
Pr. Nancy Wright

Preacher
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June 16
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Pr. Nancy Wright

June 23
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Pr. Nancy Wright

Sarah Sturm

June 30
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Pr. Nancy Wright
Rachel Stampul

Altar Guild

Lucy Beck

Kathe Bruno

Julie Valliere

Cheryl Couillard

Cheryl Couillard

Communion
Assistant

Bob Furst

Matt Henson

Marcia Gustafson

Julie Valliere

Barbara Sponem

Lectors

Sam Swanson

Joyce Gallimore

Kate Bruno

Red Martin

Greta Krag

Liturgical
Assistants

Leah Burke

Kathe Bruno

Denise Puisto

Bill Valliere

Valerie Rittershausen

Organist

Charles Child

Denise Puisto

Charles Child

Charles Child

Charles Child

Cheryl Couillard

Jo White

Kay and John Antos
Marilyn Johnson

Greta Krag, Harriet Richards, Jake Hansen

Suzanne Furst and
Marcia Gustafson

Harriet Richards
Jake Hansen

Coffee Hosts
Greeters

Karen and Red Martin

Ushers

Team 1: Jim Wilhite, Tom Bruno, Harriet Richards

Why did God make mothers?
WHY GOD MADE MOMS
Answers given by 2nd grade school children
1. She's the only one who knows where the scotch tape is.
2. Mostly to clean the house..
3. To help us out of there when we were getting born.
submitted by Pr. Nancy

Celebrations
Birthdays
June 1
June 3
June 5
June 6
June 7
June 8
June 10
June 11
June 12
June 13
June 14
June 15
June 18
June 19
June 21
June 22
June 23
June 25
June 26
June 29

Madison Menzel
Marilyn Johnson
Mary Kate Schroeter
Barbara Sponem
Davis Hobbs
Steve Peake
Karin Schumann
Walter Grant
Stephen Snook
Nora Gautsch
Carl Jenkins
Amy Lombardi
Fred Wuensch
Christian Williford
Natalie Adey
Ann Larson
Fred Schleede
Eduards Ziedins
Stephen Carter
Jonathan Huener
Annegret Schmitt-Johnson
Ariel Carter

Baptisms
June 1 Lillian Johnson
Janice Tilley
Kay Vascik
June 3 Lydia Wisloski
Serena Vascik
June 6 Bev Knight
June 8 Jessica Hill
June 9 Donna Pittman
June 12 Harriet Richards
June 17 Cheryl Couillard
June 17 Barry Churchill
June 18 Sarah Gottschalk
June 22 Morgan Dreibelbis
June 24 Noah Dreibelbis
June 25 Nathan Lombardi
June 26 Marilyn Johnson

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Anniversaries
June 5 Jane and Gene Heyerdahl
June 6 Bill and Julie Valliere
June 13 Noah and Elizabeth Brackett
June 16 Gary and Donna Pittman
June 17 Fred and Jody Wuensch
June 20 Bob and Rochelle Hanson
June 24 Doug and Beth Dreibelbis

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

24
Deadline to submit
articles for the July
Church Mouse.
Pr. Nancy at “Telling
Stories to Children”
Workshop

23

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion
Rachel Stampul’s last Sunday at
Ascension

30

5:30 p.m. Children,
Youth, and Family
7:00 p.m. Council
Ripple Burlington
Mission Trip

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Worship Team

7:00 p.m. Care for
Creation

25

18

17

11

16

10

9
6:00 p.m. Property

5:00 p.m. Mutual
Ministry

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Pr. Nancy’s briefing on
educational events she has attended.
3:00 p.m. Praise A-Palooza, Essex

4

Tuesday

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion with
Contemporary Praise led by the children
of ALC
11:30 a.m. All-Church Picnic

3

Monday

2

Sunday

26

19

12

5

7:00 p.m. Contemporary
Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday

Thursday

27

20

6:30 p.m. Worship and
Music

13

6

2013 June 2013

28

6:00 p.m. Relay for Life

21

14

Meals on Wheels

Synod Assembly

7

Friday

29

6:00 a.m. Relay for Life
ends

22

15

Synod Assembly

8

1

Saturday

May Calendar
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10:00 a.m. Holy Communion
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