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Dear Friends,
I’ve been excited by several of the books I’ve recently read about the church, its future,
and the “Emerging” church culture. We know that the church has less relevance in this
country than in previous decades. Is this good or bad? Is there opportunity for looking
again at what the Jesus Movement (which became the church through history) teaches us?
(Please see Rachel’s article in this Mouse issue for brilliantly stated background to this
question.)
The Underground Church: Reclaiming the Subversive Way of Jesus, by United Church of
Christ pastor Robin Meyers, give a very important statement of what the church must be if
it claims to follow Jesus’ Way. Praise for the book on the back cover:

Pr. Nancy Wright

“DANGER. The contents of this book are explosive and could turn the world upside down. About time!” –Bill
Moyers.
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“When was the last time you thought of going to church as dangerous? Once we challenged the status quo; now
we mostly defend it. The Underground Church tells the story of how we forgot where we came from and why
we must recover our subversive roots. Read this book if you dare. Become part of the movement if you are daring.”—Archbishop Desmond Tutu
“This beautifully written manifesto, grounded in the author’s deep faith and faithful ministry, is manna for those
of us who love what the church is called to be—but who have a lover’s quarrel with the way it too often distorts
the good news about love, justice, mercy, and care for the ‘least of these.’ May The Underground Church rise up
and flower everywhere!”—Parker J. Palmer
From The Underground Church:
“So Just Imagine ….



















Ascension’s Vision
Ascension Lutheran
Church celebrates faith
and trusts in God’s grace
and salvation through
Jesus Christ.
Our Mission
We worship in word and
sacrament, care for
God’s creation, serve
people in need, and
respect differences.

A church where the mission budget is as large as the operating budget.
A church where conscientious objectors are considered as heroic as soldiers.
A church where following Jesus is just as important as worshiping Christ.
A church where trying to discern what Jesus taught us about God is more important than arguing over what the
church has taught us about Jesus.
A church where the clergy are on neither a pedestal nor a chopping block.
A church where the music is as diverse as the humans who make it and the creation it celebrates.
A church where we earn our tax-exempt status by giving space back to the communities we serve in ways that
create community and bring people into true fellowship with one another.
A church where learning is not subversive and science is not the enemy of faith.
A church where fear is never an instrument of religious conversion or conversation.
A church where the enemy is not death but rather our failure to truly live.
A church where the waters of baptism, no matter how they are administered, trap us all in the irreversible
claim of God upon our lives….
A church where we tend the small garden we have been given and do not participate in the murder of creation.
A church where everyone encourages one another, never assuming that when someone says she is ‘just fine,’
she means it. …
A church where being rich means having everything you need instead of everything you want….

This is the Underground Church.
Are you ready to join?

How about this Sunday?

Come as you are.”

(From Robin Meyers, The Underground Church: Reclaiming the Subversive Way of Jesus
[Jossey-Bass, 2012] pp. 254-6, passim.)
Faithfully yours,

Pr. Nancy Wright
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Report from Council President, Steve Snook

Steve Snook wishes everyone a Happy Easter and a spring season blooming with peace and God’s blessings through
Jesus Christ. He will submit a more complete report, including Council actions, in the next Church Mouse.

Mission note
Thanks to Kay Antos, Ascension raised awareness and funds
for the ELCA Malaria Campaign! Kay’s children’s sermons engaged us all and led to on-the-spot donations on Sunday,
March 17. As this article is being written, the campaign is not
yet over but a substantial amount of money already has been
raised and more will have been received by the time you read
this.
What’s ahead for mission activities this Spring? Walk, walk,
and walk.


Sunday, May 5, brings the COTS Walk to support tempo-

rary shelter in Chittenden County.
Saturday, May 11, gives the opportunity to join the Jiggety
Jog in which you can walk, bike, run, roller skate…whatever
to support Vermont Respite House.
 Friday/Saturday, June 21-22, offers a wonderful overnight
experience as a member of Team Ascension in the Relay
for Life.


You can take part in all three—great exercise!!

Marcia

Parishioners in Worship and Giving in March
Date
3-Mar
10-Mar
17-Mar
24-Mar
28-Mar
29-Mar
31-Mar

Service
3rd Sun in Lent
4th Sun in Lent
5th Sun in Lent
Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Sunday

Adults

Children

Totals

Giving Amounts

70
51
44
67

10
12
10
14

80
63
54
81

$ 6826.50
$ 6870.90
$ 1269.00
$ 3340.88
$
$
$

Summary Statement of Operations Ending February 2013

Financial report submitted by France Leblanc
Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

A Brief History of the Recent American Church

Page 3

A Brief History of the Recent American Church
Rachel Stampul
What we know as church today mostly comes from recent movements in human intellectual advances. The Enlightenment in the 17th and 18th
centuries and the trajectory since changed how humans saw the world. Modernity was founded. For the first time, western scholars believed
that everything could be known, medicine could fix all ailments, wars would cease, peace would prevail with or without divine intervention.
The modern thought process impacted the church in three distinct ways: It created two strands of church theology, fundamentalism and liberal
theology; and it also created a strong anti-religion movement which has ultimately led to the new atheists.
Both liberal theology and fundamentalist theology rely on the modern concept that all things can be known. For the liberal theologian, it
meant exegesis that tore open the biblical texts and searched for empirical truths by looking at the scriptures through historical and literary
lenses. Myths and miracles could be explained away by understanding the context of the ancients writing styles and storytelling. Jesus could
be better understood by listening through ears attuned to a cultural context that we attempted to understand. Most mainline seminaries continue to teach in the liberal theological tradition.
Meanwhile, the fundamentalists felt this liberal theological trend was getting away from the fundamentals of Christian faith. Also believing
that all things could be known, the fundamentalists prescribed basic concepts that they required affirmation of in order for a Christian to truly
be Christian. These included biblical literalism, a direct slap in the face to liberal theologians exegetical work; biblical inerrancy, which presupposes that God had a hand in all biblical scholarship; the virgin birth, a story that many liberal theologians had decided was essentially a
“myth” that was meant to explain deeper truths; the bodily resurrection of Christ; and substitutionary atonement, the belief that Jesus died for
our sins to appease God and the need for humans to petition Jesus for salvation in order to escape hell in the afterlife.
The 20th century was a period of separation between these two theological lines of thought while the growing atheist movement, which drew
plenty of agnostics along with it, went from being a cultural abnormality to a cultural expectation among intellectual elites. This new movement would begin the work of intellectually driving a wedge between science and religion and ultimately create great unease among the
Christian faithful. Where the liberal theologians had little difficulty keeping science and religion comfortably combined, their fundamentalist
brethren had to disavow much of current scientific thought in order to maintain a hold on their purported fundamentals.
But in the early 20th century several things happened that began to bring about the collapse of the modern time period. The advent of World
War I shook even the firmest foundational modernists, a war that not only unhinged the enlightened belief that peace would prevail but indeed
escalated to include much of the world’s population. Further wars added to this failure and the Vietnam war of the mid-20th century put the
nail in the proverbial coffin of modernity’s expectation for peace. In science, Quantum Theory undermined the notion of a predictable universe. If there is the potential for the quantum, now long since proven, then there is simply no way that all things could be known. The universe is not deterministic. The 1918 flu pandemic threw to the wind this idea that all disease could be abolished and a series of new viruses,
including the AIDS virus, would challenge our medical theories. We were no longer living in a quantifiable, predictable world where all
things could be known. Thus Post modernity was born.
Post modernity or no post modernity, the church has a tendency to take a little while to catch up to the current intellectual mindset. The
church that most of today’s society is familiar with was birthed from the modern movement. Our 1950’s white pillared protestant church with
its committees and 10am Sunday morning hymn laden, sermon focused worship services is a product of the modern response that we can be
enlightened and educated through hymnology and good preaching. This classic traditional worship could and can still be seen in congregations that value both fundamentalist as well as liberal theologians. Both were word heavy. Linguistic and musical learners have always been
the mainstay of the modern church, which relies on a passive congregation receiving edification from the worship leaders.
In the 1970’s the contemporary church sprang up in order to respond to the growing atheist and unchurched movement. It was no longer culturally conditioned across America that people attend worship on Sundays or even go to church at all. Christendom was beginning to die in
the western world and several church leaders responded by trying to “change the package without changing the message” in order to try to
draw the unchurched back into the fold. Gone were the stain glass windows, the high pulpits (or indeed any pulpits). Gone were the pews and
the visual symbolism. Gone were the hymns and the organ.
In auditoriums with new technology at their fingertips, the contemporary church began bringing the sounds of the current culture: rock and
roll, punk, hip hop, rap, and alternative indie rock. A whole new music industry even developed around this new church movement. Liturgy
was replaced by skits and music sets. The sermon still took center stage, but it would be accompanied by power point presentations and video
clips. Churches grew at exponential rates as the contemporary church learned how to use modern marketing practices to bring in the crowds.
In order to maintain some personal connection to individual congregants, small group ministries began to emerge. Discipleship classes became the mainstay of contemporary pastor types who promoted new programs. Starbucks and McDonalds could be found in the lobby of
mega churches as they sought to cater to contemporary tastes.
To be continued….
(next month look for the advent of the emerging church and the continuation of the story…)

Children, Youth, and Family Ministry at Ascension
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RIPPLE Events, Topics for Discussion, and Potlucks—Go to Ripple website www.makeitripple.org for upcoming events.

April 2013 SCHEDULE
Youth can choose the group they feel most comfortable with.
Some of our younger youth enjoy participating with our older
youth and vise versa. Everyone grows up at their own rate!
2

Topic: Learning to be how you are without apology

9

Ripple Leader Teams Meet

12-13

30 Hour Fast for the Hungry!

16

Topic: Making the USA a More Peaceful Country

23

NO LEADERSHIP TEAMS—Spring Break

30

Ripple Game Night

1st and 3rdTuesdays
Ripple at Ascension
5:00 p.m. Ripple Current
(5th—8th graders)
6:30 p.m. Shared Meal
7:00—9:00 p.m. Ripple Immersion
(8th - 12th graders)
Rachel Stampul,
Pastor for Youth and
Young Adults

Open Conversation Hours—Food Court at Church Street Mall
Thursday afternoons office hours are held at the food court in the Church
Street mall from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. - drop in or drop me a line to let me know
you're coming down! 802-881-3768 Text me at rachelstampul@gmail.com if
you're wondering where I am or if my time is available!! 802-881-3768
Peace,
Rachel
A Message from Kathe Bruno, Sunday School Superintendent
Hi all,

like? What are they wearing?

We've begun meeting in ACC so that we can have our own
space and not get as distracted by all the busy-ness going on
before worship.

Mousa and Kris helped by arriving in traditional garb and bringing herbed dipping oil
for tasting. The kids picked Mousa's brain
about growing up in the Holy Land

To keep the kids from being bored, I structure class differently
every week.
Kate
kathe75@aol.com
My challenge is to make God real to them. I try to get them to
place themselves in the Gospel. What did it look like? Smell

Kris and Mousa showing
the alphabet.
Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Kathe Bruno
Sunday School
Superintendent

Traditional food from Kris and Mousa

Kris and Mousa in traditional clothing

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

ALC Events
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Pretzel Making at Ascension

The perfect “roll”

The perfect outcome—now where’s the mustard?
Mud Season Morning Event—Long Range Planning Presentation

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

Palm Sunday Procession and Service, March 24, 2013

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org
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Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org
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FAIR TRADE PRODUCTS
News from “The Coffee Lady”
For the last several years, I’ve been ordering Fair Trade
products by the case, for sale here at church. In addition
to coffee we offer tea, cocoa, chocolate and now, olive
oil from Palestine for $11 a bottle.
I order about once a month, and there is no mark-up from
the bulk price, so you not only support the small independent farmers in third world countries, but you also
save money. A local supermarket charges over $2.00
more for the same size bag of Fair Trade coffee.
Sunday coffee hour uses this same coffee and is financed
by donations. I suggest that those of us who enjoy our
after-church snacks and coffee, add 50c a week to keep
our supplies available.
Payment for purchases from the Fair Trade basket, is made by check
made out to the church, with COFFEE PROJECT notated on the check.
There is now an envelope in the basket to make it easier to pay for your
purchases. A check left in my mail box is also fine.

THE SENILITY PRAYER
Grant me the senility to forget the people
I never liked anyway,
the good fortune to run into the ones I do,
and
the eyesight to tell the difference.

Donna Pittman dpittman@gmavt.net
Submitted by Lynne Dapice

Dance lessons at ACC with Jazzaminda, the famous
disco personality.
Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

Worship Participants for the Month of April
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April 7
10:00 a.m.
Contemporary/
Family Worship
Holy Communion

April 14
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

April 21
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

April 28
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Celebrant

Pr. Ann Larson

Pr. Nancy Wright

Pr. Nancy Wright

Pr. Nancy Wright

Altar Guild

Cathy Gottschalk

Barbara Sponem

Lydia Wisloski

Jo White

Communion
Assistant

Marcia Gustafson

Bob Furst

Julie Valliere

Barbara Sponem

Lectors

Mousa Ishaq

Jo White

Jim Wilhite

Paul Lombardi

Denise Puisto

Charles Child

Charles Child

Charles Child

Liturgical
Assistants
Organist
Coffee Hosts

Swanson

Greeters

Karen and Red Martin

Kay and John Antos
Marilyn Johnson

Ushers:

Team 2: Bob Furst, Charlie Cutting, Jake Hansen, France LeBlanc

Greta Krag/Harriet Richards/
Jake Hansen

Suzanne Furst and
Marcia Gustafson

The following statement about the Bible was written by children in a Bible class (NOT ALC)

“MOSES LED THE JEWS TO THE RED SEA WHERE
THEY MADE UNLEAVENED BREAD—WHICH IS
BREAD WITHOUT ANY INGREDIENTS”
Submitted by Pr. Nancy
April Celebrations

Birthdays
Apr 3
Apr 4
Apr 5
Apr 6
Apr 7
Apr 11
Apr 15
Apr 17
Apr 18
Apr 22
Apr 25

Apr 28
Apr 30

Mark Schroeter
Penelope Johnson
Joyce Gallimore
Joe Oppenlander
Lydia Wisloski
Suzanne Furst
Noah Brackett
Mark Hampson
Sherry Norton
Serena Vascik
Molly Fry
Tim Hoehn
Cheryl Couillard
Catherine Norton Krueger
Jessica Snook
Julie Bergdahl
France Leblanc
Paul Rittershausen

Baptismal Anniversaries
Apr 1
Apr 5
Apr 6
Apr 7
Apr 10
Apr 11
Apr 15
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 28

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Catherine Wisloski
Emily Kiernan
Red Martin
Lynne Dapice
John Ishaq
Samuel Schroeter
Karen Martin
Stephen Wisloski
Jane Madden
Serena Vascik
Pat Bardshar
Penelope Williams

Wedding Anniversaries
Apr 12
Apr 15
Apr 18
Apr 20
Apr 23

Paul & Suzanne Farrar
Russ & Susan Agne
Bob & Suzanne Furst
Kelli and John Magnier
Bob & Jean Bergesen

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

29

28

10:00 a.m. Holy Communion

5:30 p.m. Children,
Youth, and Family
7:00 p.m. Council

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion

30

6:30 p.m. Ripple
Leaders
7:00 p.m. Care for
Creation

23

22

16

21

15

14

6:00 p.m. Property
committee
6:30 p.m. Ripple
Leaders

9

5:00 Ripple Current
5:30 p.m. Confirmation
Bible Class
6:30 p.m. Shared Meal
7:00 p.m. Immersion

5:00 p.m. Mutual
Ministry

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion with
Contemporary Praise

3

Wednesday

6:00 p.m. Choir
7:00 p.m. Bells

24

6:00 p.m. Choir Practice
7:00 p.m. Contemporary

17

6:00 p.m. Choir
7:00 p.m. Bells

10

5:00 p.m. Ripple Current 6:00 p.m. Contemporary
5:30 p.m. Confirmation 7:00 p.m. Bell Choir
Bible Class
6:30 p.m. Shared Meal
7:00 p.m. Immersion

2

Tuesday

Women’s Retreat
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion

8

1

Monday

7

Sunday

Thursday

25

18

6:30 p.m. Worship and
Music

11

4

2013 April 2013

26

19

Women’s Retreat

12

Meals on Wheels

5

Friday

27

20

13

6

Saturday

April Calendar
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WORSHIP SCHDEULE
WINTER WORSHIP
9:00 a.m. Sunday School (youth and adult)
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On the first Sunday of each month
Holy Communion is celebrated with Contemporary Praise.
Subscribe to our Weekly E-News Here: http://eepurl.com/t3-qz
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