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Dear Ascension friends,
Our faith grows throughout our life, and worship is the most important requirement of the Christian (all else, love
and ministry, flow from worship of God known in Jesus Christ). I admire and am moved by the
writings of Evelyn Underhill (1875-1941), an Anglican retreat director and writer who has influenced many Christians. Her books, including Mysticism, Worship, and The School of Charity are
widely read classics. They attune our minds and hearts to the love of God who knows us more
deeply than we know ourselves, and on whom we seek to center our lives.
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Here are two selections from Daily Readings with a Modern Mystic: Selections from the Writings
of Evelyn Underhill, (Delroy Oberg, ed., 1992, pp. 59, 118):
Homeliness and the Humble-Minded

Pr. Nancy Wright

Look at the story of the Magi: those scholars of the ancient world, turning from their abstruse calculations and
searching of the heavens because they saw a new star, and driven to seek along fresh paths for a clue to the mystery of life. What they found does not seem at first sight what we should not call “intellectually satisfying.” It was
not a revelation of the Cosmic Mind, but a poor little family party; yet there they were brought to their knees—
because, like the truly wise, they were really humble-minded—before a little, living, growing thing. The utmost we
can achieve on our own here capitulates before the unspeakable and mysterious simplicity of the method of God:
His stooping down to us, His self-disclosure at the very heart of life. After all, the shepherds got there long before
the Magi; and even so, the animals were already in position when the shepherds arrived. He comes to His own; the
God of our natural life makes of that natural life the very material of His self-revelation. His smile kindles the
whole universe; His hallowing touch lies upon all life. The animal world and the natural world have their own
rights and their own place within the Thought of God. There never was a religion more deeply in touch with natural things than Christianity, although it is infinite in its scope. (The School of Charity, pp. 42-43).
The Profound Mysteries of God
We are so busy rushing about, so immersed in what we call practical things, that we seldom pause to realize the
mysterious truth of our situation; how little we know that really matters, how completely our modern knowledge
leaves the deeps of our existence unexplored. We are inclined to leave all that out. But the Creed will not let us
leave the mystery out. Christ never left it out. His teaching has a deep recurrent note of awe, a solemn sense of God
and the profound mysteries of God; His abrupt creative entrance into every human life, coming to us, touching us,
changing us in every crisis, grief, shock, sacrifice, flashing up on life’s horizon like lightning just when we had
settled down on the natural level, and casting over the landscape a light we had never dreamed of before. The
whole teaching of Christ hinges on the deep mystery and awful significance of our existence; and God, as the supreme and ever-present factor in every situation, from the tiniest to the most universal. The span of His understanding goes from the lilies of the field to the most terrible movements of history. He takes in all the darkness and anxiety of our situation, whether social or personal; and within and beyond all, He finds the creative action of God, the
one Reality, the one Life, working with a steadfast and unalterable love, sometimes by the direct action of circumstance and sometimes secretly within each soul in prayer. And this creative action, so hidden and so penetrating, is
the one thing that matters in human life. (The School of Charity, pp. 18-19)
Faithfully in Christ,

Pr. Nancy
Ascension’s Vision
Ascension Lutheran
Church celebrates faith
and trusts in God’s grace
and salvation through
Jesus Christ.
Our Mission
We worship in word and
sacrament, care for
God’s creation, serve
people in need, and
respect differences.

All-Parish Lenten Read
We will read Richard Rohr’s Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life (2011). Richard
Rohr, a Franciscan priest, heads the Center for Action and Contemplation and founded Men as
Learners and Elders (M.A.L.E.s). His focus is on both spirituality and social justice and he is a widely
known speaker and writer.
I recommend that you read the book through Lent; we will have opportunity to discuss it on Wednesdays during Lent (from 6:00 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. following the soup supper and devotions from 5:30 p.m.
to 6:00 p.m.) and during the adult Sunday School Class, and I will refer to it in my sermons.
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Letter from Council President, Steve Snook
Dear Folks,

fund.

The budget to actuals exercise led by the Treasurer revealed a surplus
of $8,635, and a current stock gift of $11,787 (as of January 11).

Council passed the “Pastor-led Process for Claiming our ministry” (See Mouse, p. 6).

A motion was made to initiate a capital reserve fund, that is not part of A vote of thanks by acclamation was tendered to France LeBlanc,
the operating fund, for future development of ALC. Second by Pr.
Treasurer, and Gene Heyerdahl, Financial Secretary, for
Nancy. Unanimously approved.
their unstinting efforts to help council understand and manage our
A motion was made to transfer $15,000 from the current stock gift and finances.
budget surplus from 2012 to a low-risk instrument to be determined by Sincerely,
the Finance Committee. Tom seconded. Unanimously approved.
The balance of surplus and stock gift will be used to purchase a new
computer with the remainder to be moved to the deferred maintenance Stephen Snook

Mission note
The Mission Committee bulletin board was recently updated to
echo the New England Synod’s purpose and guiding principles,
to highlight Ascension’s ongoing and upcoming social ministries, and to update the calendars to reflect 2013. Currently, the
calendars show all the Meals on Wheels dates for the year.
Other events that happen on certain days each year, such as
the COTS Walk or the Jiggety Jog, will be added soon. If you
have an event you want added to the calendar, please let me
know.

Upcoming ministries are the ELCA Malaria Campaign and the
ELCA Hunger Appeal. Kay Antos is the Mission Committee
point person who coordinates these important efforts. Please
stay alert for more information to help you learn about these
global missions and explain how you can support them.

Marcia

Parishioners in Worship and Giving in January
Date

Service

6-Jan Epiphany
Baptism of Our
13-Jan Lord
2nd Sun after
20-Jan Epiphany
3rd Sun after
27-Jan Epiphany

Adults

Children

Totals

Weekly Giving Amounts

76

10

86

$2436.07

60

5

65

$2590.15

51

6

57

$3308.75

48

10

58

$1660.00

Summary Statement of Operations—month ended December 31, 2012

Financial report submitted by France Leblanc
Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org
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Care for Creation Committee Update
On January 17 the Care for Creation Committee co-hosted with Vermont Interfaith Power & Light (VTIPL) a
community showing of the movie: Tipping Point: The Age of Oil Sands. This 90 minute movie was produced
by the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) and presented as a part of their regular series The Nature of
Things. None of us on the Committee had seen the movie, but we took an interest in seeing the movie with others in our congregation and surrounding communities, because this documentary addresses the huge Tar Sands
Oil Production program in Alberta, Canada. The controversial Keystone pipeline is designed to carry tar sands
oil from Canada to refineries in Texas, and there is the possibility of utilizing an existing oil pipeline that traverses Vermont to carry tar sands oil to East Coast destinations.
The documentary, produced and narrated by David Suzuki for the CBC, provides an eye opening picture of the
scale, human impacts, deadly global warming force of the mammoth oil sands excavation and processing in central Alberta. Many of us observed we had heard of the tar sands production and were aware of the controversy, but none us understood the scale of the threat this documentary reveals in such graphic terms. Tar sands offers a huge potential supply of oil to feed our appetite for oil but the environmental, human and global impacts are huge and not widely understood. Twenty-two people from our congregation and the surrounding community
watched the movie, and almost all stayed to talk about this. After seeing the movie, Bill McKibben’s plea to wake up and speak out takes on
new meaning and urgency
We urge others in the congregation who may be interested in knowing more about tar sands oil to see this movie. VTIPL will show Tipping
Point – next at Burlington United Methodist Church on Sunday, February 3rd at First United Methodist Church, Burlington (21 Buell Street),
11:30 a.m., with light lunch included, and then on Tuesday, February 5th at Ilsley Public Library in Middlebury (75 Main Street), 7:00 p.m.
Information on and copies of the Tipping Point documentary can be acquired on the Internet at: http://www.cbc.ca/documentaries/
natureofthings/2011/tippingpoint/
February 10 Worship Service will address Caring for Creation
On February 10th, Ascension will join churches across the nation in speaking out on the need to address the threat that global warming poses
to the poor, to our communities, and to the complex web of life we inhabit live within and depend upon. Pastor Nancy’s sermon will observe
how Jesus' call to love God and to love our neighbor requires that we accept responsibility for caring for Creation. The Care for Creation committee will report on the progress our Congregation is making and describe plans for the year ahead. The Committee will provide Valentines
for each of us to send to President Obama asking him to love the Earth and lead our nation to address the challenge of global warming.
At his recent Inauguration the President observed:
We, the people, still believe that our obligations as Americans are not just to ourselves, but to all posterity. We will respond
to the threat of climate change, knowing that the failure to do so would betray our children and future generations. Some
may still deny the overwhelming judgment of science, but none can avoid the devastating impact of raging fires and crippling drought and more powerful storms.
The path towards sustainable energy sources will be long and sometimes difficult. But America cannot resist this transition,
we must lead it. We cannot cede to other nations the technology that will power new jobs and new industries, we must claim
its promise. That’s how we will maintain our economic vitality and our national treasure -- our forests and waterways, our
crop lands and snow-capped peaks. That is how we will preserve our planet, commanded to our care by God. That’s what
will lend meaning to the creed our fathers once declared.
Our Valentine cards ask the President to love the Earth and urging him on to take meaningful steps to walk this talk.
There is mounting evidence and abundant scientific analysis showing that the growing impact of climate change is severe and that the burden
falls most heavily on the poorest people around the world. In our own backyard Hurricane Sandy hit hardest low income individuals and low
income communities in New York City and New Jersey because these people lived in places with the least protection and little capacity to
escape the swift flooding and resulting breakdown in energy service, communications, and public transportation. This was the case when Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf region; it is a universal phenomenon. The United Nations reports that over 96 percent of disaster-related
deaths in recent years have taken place in developing countries.
People across the globe are realizing that their survival may depend on taking steps to adapt to powerful forces nature is unleashing with
global warming. We believe we must both take steps to slow the pace of global warming and also help the poor avoid the worst impacts of
climate change. This service will confront this new reality with prayer and prayerful action.
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RIPPLE Events, Topics for Discussion, and Potlucks—Go to Ripple website www.makeitripple.org for upcoming events.
1st and 3rdTuesdays
Ripple at Ascension

FEBRUARY 2013 SCHEDULE
Youth can choose the group they feel most comfortable with.
Some of our younger youth enjoy participating with our older
youth and vise versa. Everyone grows up at their own rate!
5

Israel/Palestine Conversation with Kids4Peace with
speaker Leah Berger, a Rippler and K4P participant.

12 Leadership teams meet
19 Healthy Dating Practices

5:00 Ripple Current (5th—8th graders
6:30 Shared Meal
7:00—9:00 Ripple Immersion (8th 12th graders)

24, 26 and March 3 Winter Break—No Ripple

Rachel Stampul,
Pastor for Youth and
Young Adults

Open Conversation Hours—Food Court at Church Street Mall
Thursday afternoons office hours are held at the food court in the Church Street mall from 3:30 - 5:30
p.m. - drop in or drop me a line to let me know you're coming down! 802-881-3768 Text me at rachelstampul@gmail.com if you're wondering where I am or if my time is available!! 802-881-3768
Peace,
Rachel
A Message from Sunday School Superintendent, Kathe Bruno

Kathe Bruno
Sunday School
Superintendent

Continue on page 5
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Continued Message from Sunday School Superintendent, Kathe Bruno, and Annual Carbon Fast
Continued Message from Sunday School Superintendent, Kathe Bruno

Submitted by Kathe Bruno
Annual Ecumenical Lenten Carbon Fast

Join us for Year 3!
A year ago you participated in the Ecumenical Lenten Carbon Fast... Thank you
In 2013, Creation continues to echo Jesus' cry: Repent and believe the Good News!
As Ash Wednesday approaches, we invite you AND to your congregation
To participate in the Ecumenical Lenten Carbon Fast
And make this Carbon Fast both a sign of your repentance and a sign of Christ's Good News!
Click on the link below to receive a day-by-day opportunity
to fast from carbon as your Lenten discipline.

Click here to register for this year's daily emails
For people who do receive electronically, please go to this web site:
www.macuss.org/carbonfast
Click here to LIKE US ON FACEBOOK where each day's activity will be cumulatively posted.
God is calling us to be the change we long to see. Let us engage this spiritual discipline, grateful
for all God has entrusted to us, and trusting that with God all things are possible.
Click here to register for this year's daily emails
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Summary of Pastor-led process of “Claiming Our Ministry”
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Calumet News
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Worship Participants for the Month of February
February 3
10:00 a.m.
Contemporary/Family Worship
Holy Communion
New Members Reception

February 10
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion
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February 13
7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday

February 17
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

February 24
10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Celebrant

Pr. Nancy Wright

Pr. Nancy Wright

Pr. Nancy Wright

Pr. Nancy Wright

Rachel Stampul preaches

Altar Guild

Julie Valliere

Lydia Wisloski

Jo White

Jean Fahrenbach

Antje Mann

Communion
Assistant

Marcia Gustafson

Bob Furst

Rob Hondal

Matt Hensen

Julie Valliere

Lectors

Amy Harrison

Lydia Wisloski

Rob Hondal

Matt Hensen

Denise Puisto

Liturgical Assistants

Kathe Bruno

Bill Valliere

Leah Burke

Bill Valliere

Organist

Denise Puisto

Charles Child

Charles Child

Charles Child

Coffee Hosts

The Hansens

Greeters

Karen and Red Martin

Ushers:

Team 3: Sharon Sturm, Laura Sturm, Doug Dreibelbis

Charles Child

Kay and John Antos
Marilyn Johnson

Greta Krag/Harriet Richards Harriet Richards
Jake Hansen
Jake Hansen

NEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMS—Welcome to new members Gail and Richard Butz, Alison, Mark, Philip and Andrew Hampson,
Amy, Bill and Ben Harrison, and Beth and Tim Hoehn, Feel free to meet with them during fellowship hour to welcome them to Ascension.
Cheryl Couillard, although very active at ALC, will also be welcomed as a new member.
Congratulations to Beth Hoehn for adult baptism. We welcome her to a baptized life in Christ.
Three boys are in the school yard bragging about their fathers.
The first boy says, 'My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem, they give him $50.'
The second boy says, 'That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a song, they give him
$100.'
The third boy says, 'I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it
takes eight people to collect all the money!'
Thanks to Jake Hansen

February Celebrations
Birthdays
John Ishaq
Cathy Gottschalk
3
Rob Hondal
Jane Heyerdahl
4
Derek Hanson
5
Kate Peake
9
Valerie Rittershausen
Bob Hanson
11 Gene Heyerdahl
12 Sam Schroeter
Kay Vascik
14 Verna Wittman
15 Jim Wilhite
16 Rebekka Bruno
18 Bill Valliere
19 Rob Wilhite
20 Michael Johnson
Jackson Tylenda
Benjamin Tylenda
21 Ron Uttecht
22 Stephen Franklin Wisloski
Jody Wuensch
23 Meghan Kimball
23 Karen Martin
24 Margaret Madden
25 John Menzel
1

1
2
7
9
10
14
15

20
20
24

Baptismal Anniversaries
Molly Burke
Ellen Wilhite
Aaron Bergdahl
Holly Heppner
Eva Williford
Kris Peterson-Ishaq
Leah Burke
Douglas Dreibelbis
Elizabeth Dreibelbis
Jamie Wilhite
Natalie Tylenda
Audrey Brevik
Paul Farrar, Jr.
Paul Farrar, III

Send your Church Mouse submissions to Church.Office@alcvt.org

10
14

Wedding Anniversaries
Fred & Lil Schleede
John & Margaret Madden

Visit our website at http://www.alcvt.org

19

18

5:00 p.m. Mutual
Ministry
5:30 p.m. Children,
Youth, and Family
7:00 p.m. Council

25

9:00—11:00 a.m.
Energy Audit

17

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion—and
Caldwell NJ group performs

24

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Worship Team

7:00 p.m. Care for
Creation
7:00 p.m. Neighborhood
meeting—dessert at
Antje Mann's

26

5:00 Ripple Current
6:30 p.m. Shared
Dinner
7:00 p.m. Immersion

6:00 p.m. Property
committee
6:30 p.m. Ripple
Leaders

9:00—10:00 a.m. Task Team Two
Meeting
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion and
Care for Creation

12

11

Pr. Nancy at

10

5

Tuesday

5:30 p.m. Ripple
Current
6:30 p.m. Shared
Dinner
7:00 p.m. Immersion

4

Monday

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for children
and adults.
10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship with
Holy Communion, \Welcome to new
members, adult baptism, council
induction

3

Sunday

5:30—600 p.m. Soup and
Supper and devotions
6:00—6:45 p.m. Book
discussion
6:30 p.m. Contemporary
7:30 p.m. Bell Choir

27

5:30—600 p.m. Soup and
Supper and devotions
6:00—6:45 p.m. Book
discussion
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice
7:30 p.m. Bells

20

6:00 p.m. Short
Contemporary Practice
7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Service

13 Ash Wednesday

6:30 p.m. Choir
7:30 p.m. Bell Choir

Bishop’s Convocation

Wednesday

28

21

6:30 p.m. Worship and
Music

14

Thursday

2013 February 2013

22

15

23

7:30 p.m. Caldwell, NJ
group present
“Urintown”

16

9:00—2:00 p.m. Doing
What Matters workshop—
Rutland

9

Penguin Plunge!

Meals on Wheels

8

2

Saturday

1

Friday

February Calendar
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Holy Communion is celebrated with Contemporary Praise.
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