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Rev. Dr. Nancy Wright 

Dear Ascension parishioners, 
 
The photographs in this issue of the Mouse give a sense of the joy and liveliness at many 
recent gatherings. These include the worship service at the beach on September 8, the 
September 22 meal packaging--made all the more enjoyable with the presence of 
our friends from the Islamic Center of Vermont--and the start of our lively Sunday school. 
Our fostering of children's activities continues through our rentals for several groups, 
including Prevent Child Abuse Vermont, and TimberNook. Please enjoy the report about 
TimberNook from its director, Colleen Christman. For all to enjoy (and at the suggestion 
of our consultant from the ELCA  Mission Investment Fund, who suggested we beautify 
the front entrance) we also have new landscaping in the front of the church, made 
possible by a church council decision and a parishioner's donation. Thanks to Roger 
Watters and his team, and Elizabeth Wirls, new contracts have also been negotiated with 
long-term renters, St. Timothy’s Anglican Mission and Prevent Child Abuse VT.  
 
There is much in our world that deserves Christian commitment and effort to foster 
peace and justice. To balance such work in ministry, we need and deserve beauty and 
fellowship. 
 
Thanks to one and all for your contributions. I am always delighted by Ascension's 
parishioners' generosity, vision, creativity, welcome, and love. 
 
Blessings, Pr. Nancy  
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Ascension’s New 

Memorial Garden 

Cross 
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Gail Butz talking to Mt. Abram 

Middle School Students about 

pollinators at her milkweed patch on 

September 9, 2019. (Below) 

Ascension Climate Strikers line 

up on September 23, 2019 

(above) 

Meal Packing September 22, 2019! 
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Happy Fall!  

TimberNook of Greater Burlington celebrated our one year anniversary this 
month and we have the community and space at Ascension Church to thank. Over 
the past year we have seen over 75 children and their families come through our 
programs. Last school year we held 3 different monthly programs for ages 
spanning from toddler to 13 years. The summer saw 5 weeks of summer camps. 
Some of our highlights include epic fort building, cooking over the camp fire and 
playing and creating for hours in the woods. 

Over the year, our magical little "nook" in the woods has been transformed into 
imaginary hot chocolate shops, 3 ring circus, village with trading posts, royal castles 
and battle ground for dragons, a bakery and even an archaeology site with 
dinosaurs. The woods has enabled children the freedom to explore new heights 
(both literally and figuratively!).  

In a world where children spend an alarming amount of time indoors, TimberNook 
encourages children and families can get out into nature and slow down from their 

overly scheduled days. At TimberNook, children have the 
space and time to explore, create and communicate, 
where the role of the adult is to "step back and tune in." 
Through this strategy, the adults are present and aware, 
but far enough away where children are empowered to manage their own play. This 
combination of child-led play and nature creates a sensational experience that helps children 
develop healthy habits and skills-- we see gains in sensory and balance systems, attention and 
motor/physical skills, as well as communication and conflict management. The best moments 
for us are seeing kids gain confidence in themselves as they try new things. Imagine a world 
where all people have the skills to communicate effectively, the 
imagination and problem solving skills to think through different 

situations, or the self-awareness and teamwork needed to build communities. We hope that by 
participating in our programs, children can help make this kind of world a reality.  

This school year we are excited to be offering expanded program options at the Ascension 
Church Woods. On Mondays 9-3 pm we offer Wild Ones-- a weekly drop-off program for ages 7-
13 years. Children will have the opportunity to create a village in the woods, cook over the fire 
and get creative with some fun seasonal design challenges. As the weather gets cooler, we'll be 
talking about survival skills and basic first aid. For our younger children, we offer a caregiver-
child group on Wednesdays 9:30-11:30 am for ages 1.5 - 5 years. Our fall and spring sessions 
each have 6 meeting dates (approximately 2x/month). Our Tiny Ones will use story books as a 

spring board into sensory-rich invitations to experiences such as large 
scale painting, pumpkin exploration, mud kitchens, treasure hunts 
and more. 

We are also excited to share that we have added a location in Hinesburg on Texas Hill Rd. 
where we currently have a weekly Tuesday afterschool program (2:30-5pm). Our 3.5 acre 
site in Hinesburg offers a small stream, chickens, and plenty of woods to explore and create. 

For more information about our programs, please visit: bit.ly/timbernookbtv 

You can also follow us on Facebook or Instagram @ timbernookbtv  

Colleen Christman, owner/director of TimberNook of Greater Burlington 

http://bit.ly/timbernookbtv


This publication can be viewed on our website at www.alcvt.org.   If 

you wish to receive a hard copy please contact us via phone at (802)

862-8866 or email at church.office@alcvt.org. 

Worship Schedule 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages  

10:00 a.m.  Worship Service with Holy Communion  

church.office@alcvt.org 
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