The Church Mouse
Ascension Lutheran Church Newsletter

Spring and Summer 2015

Dear Ascension Parishioners:
I already feel that this late spring and summer will usher in a new wave of joy in worship
and ministry at Ascension! Spring and summer also offer times for renewal and reflection,
which hopefully we can take advantage of, individually and as a church. I offer here a few
suggestions for interesting summer reading:
Pr. Nancy Wright

Synod Bishop Jim Hazelwood recently talked with all the conferences in New England about
the challenges that the church faces and possible responses. To view the slides will only
take five or ten minutes. Go to: http://bishop.nesynod.org/NE2020NextChurch.pdf.
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“Evangelism is often understood as inviting people to church, rather than equipping
disciples to offer credible witness to Jesus within their relationships and spheres of
influence. Such witness assumes the capacity to articulate the Christian gospel in personal
and accessible terms…”
“What is required today is traditional innovation.”
“Innovation involves learning. Learning is not easy for any of us—it is risky. There is always
the possibility—indeed, the likelihood—of failure. It exposes our lack of competence,
mastery, and control…learning will involve change, and change will involve loss. Many
churches today are paralyzed or numbed by grief over the loss of their children,
grandchildren, vitality, and influence.”
“Expressive individualism has turned religion and spirituality into an inner, private search,
and churches are just one stop among many (if at all) for people on their journey.”
“The idea that one would surrender one’s self to God or be held accountable to tradition,
the Bible, or the practices and commitments of a particular faith community, is a foreign
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concept.”
“At the end of our journeys lies a promise—that we are claimed eternally in a community of healing and
mercy, sharing in a great feast at God’s table. This promise frees us to take the risk of dying to all that keeps
us from God and one another, trusting that new life will come forth.”
The Gospel According to Mark, by James R. Edwards. I will be using this book for sermons during the year.
Description from the flyleaf: “Having devoted three decades to the study of Mark, James R. Edwards here
illuminates this compact, fast-paced Gospel in light of cultural and religious conditions in first-century
Palestine as they are known…Above all, Edwards interprets the Gospel of Mark according to its theological
intentions and purposes, especially as they relate to the life and ministry of Jesus and the call to faith and
discipleship.”
I love that he dedicated the book “To my mother, Mary Eleanor Callison Edwards, who, in accordance with
Hebrews 13:7, first spoke to me the word of God, and who life has been an inspiration to my faith.”
The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History, by Elizabeth Kolbert. The author, who just won the Pulitzer Prize
for this researched and readable book, traces the loss of animal and plant species caused by humans. There
have been five extinctions over geological time on Earth, and we are in the midst of the sixth, as the
diversity of life is dramatically and suddenly contracting. Kolbert does not address what the Christian
response might be: grief, prayer, and action to steward the planet—working with a variety of groups
already doing so—seem to me important steps.
Poetry:
Mary Oliver evokes the landscape beautifully and reverently in her many published books. Try Thirst.
Novels:
J. D. Salinger’s Franny and Zooey and Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn are both deeply moral books, which of
course are great reading, as well.

Blessings,
Pr. Nancy

P.S. Marcia Gustafson also recommends: Tattoos on the
Heart :The Power of Boundless Compassion by
Gregory Boyle.

Treasurer’s Report
For the quarter ended March 31,
2015, the Congregation experienced a modest surplus of $740.
Actual giving and other income was
slightly over-budget, and expenses
were notably under-budget, resulting in the surplus.
Bill Harrison, April 23, 2015
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President’s Message
Spring has arrived finally! It genuinely surprises me every year how everything seems to turn green overnight.
Pollen is in the air, flowers are blooming, I’m thankful my new allergy medicine is working well…. Even if it
makes a few of us a little miserable, we’re all truly blessed to live in such a beautiful piece of this planet.
Speaking of beautiful… if you haven’t taken a moment to look around the grounds of Ascension, please do!
Our Property and Care for Creation committees have been fast at work on the grounds and out in the woods.
Thank you all for all of the work you’ve put in and all of the time it takes to plan that work! Everything looks
amazing, and I think we’re all really looking forward to seeing all of the work on the Meditation Trail as those
plans move forward.
Just a few weeks ago, it dawned on us that 2016 will mark the 50th anniversary of Ascension. As we work to
complete the tasks laid out for us by our Long Range Planning Committee, update the Constitution, order new
chairs for the sanctuary, continue to watch our Sunday school grow, work on the Meditation Trail, revitalize
the building, and so, so much more…. think of how incredibly fitting it is that all of this coincides with such a
milestone anniversary. I urge you to remember this as we move into summer. Committees are working on
Long Range action plans along with budget requests for 2016 that are due in August. Everything we’re doing
now is laying the foundation for the next 50 years. Let’s make it good and solid.
~Kelli Tylenda, Council President

2015 Council Contacts
Name

Office

Committee Liaison

Email

Kelli Tylenda

President

Outreach

webmaster@alcvt.org

Steve Snook

Vice President

Long Range Planning

stephensnook1@yahoo.com

France Leblanc

Secretary

Gene Heyerdahl

Financial Secretary

Bill Harrison

Treasurer

france316@hotmail.com
Property

gjheyerdahl@comcast.net
billandamyh@gmail.com

Richard Butz

Care for Creation

butzra@yahoo.com

Alison Hampson

Mission

alison.hampson@sbcglobal.net

Jane A’Lee Heyerdahl

Mutual Ministry

gjheyerdahl@comcast.net

Vicki Lemley

Stewardship

v.lemley@yahoo.com

Johanna White

Worship and Music, Memorials
and Celebrations

jowhite@gmavt.net

Lydia Wisloski

Children, Youth and Family
Ministry

lwisloski@aol.com

Pr. Nancy Wright

pastornancy@alcvt.org
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The Many Ministries of Ascension
Have you noticed the giant list of Ascension’s social
ministries that’s posted in the Fellowship Hall? The
Mission Committee, along with coordinators of our
myriad ministries, is in the process of creating a visual
depiction of those ministries that we do together as a
congregation.
The idea of a “mission quilt” was hatched at the
November 2014 long range planning retreat. A group of
Mission Committee members and ministry coordinators
has held several meetings in 2015, and the quilt has
morphed into a flowing river of ministries. Gail Butz has
developed a prototype for a section of the river. Your
input, feedback and participation are most welcome
with the project!

JUMP NEWS

JUMP Shampoo Sunday is coming!

We have been very busy at JUMP for the last few
months. JUMP held its annual fundraising campaign
in March and April. Thank you for your gift. Unfortunately we did not make our goal of $30,000. We fell
short and hope to make it up this summer. If you forgot to mail your check…please do it now. Our lines are
long each morning and we turn people away each day.

Ascension is a shampoo church for JUMP. Last week I
brought 40 bottles from our church into JUMP’s
drop in center and was greeted by cheers! JUMP was
completely out of shampoo and was more than happy to get the new supply. Thank you! … We are beginning a new process for shampoo….the first Sunday of each month will be “JUMP Shampoo Sunday”.
Please bring shampoo to church each month on the
first Sunday. We will take it to JUMP the next week.
If you forget, don’t worry you can bring it anytime.
Shampoo is already needed.

On another note, we are always looking for committee
members, board members, and daily volunteers.
JUMP is a fun place to volunteer and you will feel
good doing it. Ask Beth for details.
JULY is FOOD BAG MONTH

The first JUMP Shampoo Sunday date is June 7.

July is Ascension’s month for food bags. The list is a bit different this year – a little shorter. Please check the
list and consider putting the food in a cloth bag so the clients can reuse the bag later. You can purchase a bag
for $1 usually at the grocery store. Grocery bags and lists will be available starting June1. A sample bag will be
in church for you to see as a sample. With summer vacations, etc. please feel free to bring food bags anytime
in June or July. We will deliver them as they come into church. Summer is often a particularly difficult time for
families with children home in the summer. See Beth with any questions.

FELLOWSHIP: LOCAL AND GLOBAL
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Ascension Quilters
In late October 2014 a group of about 8 women
started meeting twice a month to cut, sew, and tie
quilts for Lutheran World Relief. In early May we
were able to pack up 30 quilts and deliver them to
the LWR Ingathering in Waterbury, VT. From
there the quilts were taken to a central
distribution center in Maryland to be shipped to
developing countries throughout the world. Thank
you to all who donated fabric to make the quilts
possible. The group will commence to make more
quilts in the fall. All are welcome to join in the fun.

Meditation Trail
Lots of work has been done on the Mediation Trail in the
woods surrounding Ascension, including a determined
effort at poison ivy eradication by Gail Butz. Interested in
learning more? See the board in the Fellowship Hall outlining future plans and hopes, drawn up by landscape
architect and new ALC member, Peter Grant.

Book Discussion Group Proposed
Mousa Ishaq and Kristin Peterson-Ishaq are interested in reading and discussing the book Children of the
Stone: The Power of Music in a Hard Land (Bloomsbury, 2015) by Sandy Tolan, author of The Lemon Tree. The
book centers on the real-life story of Ramzi Aburedwan, founder of Al Kamandjati music conservatories in the
West Bank. The reader follows Ramzi’s life from his notoriety as a poster child of the First Intifada through his
introduction to the beauty and discipline of music, his studies in the U.S. and France, and his return to Palestine to bring music to children in refugee camps and villages. Tolan makes it possible for us to gain an in-depth
understanding of life in the West Bank today by becoming acquainted with people such as Ramzi who are using music and other forms of creative expression to resist the Israeli occupation nonviolently. (“In a world
where so much popular fiction depicts life in a dystopian world, it is refreshing to have this nonfiction account
that reflects one individual’s belief in the power of music and culture to transform lives. Congratulations to
Sandy Tolan for bringing us the story of Ramzi Hussein Aburedwan, his philosophy and his personal mission to
make a difference. His story is proof of the famous words of Margaret Mead---‘Never doubt that a small group
of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.’” Yo-Yo Ma)
Ascension members may recall the concert “The Palestinian Violin” by violinist Michael Dabroski that we sponsored in April 2015 in support of Al Kamandjati and its violin maker. If you would be interested in reading this
book as part of a group, please contact Mousa and Kris at mkishaq@comcast.net or 878-3695.

SPRING CLEANING
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MANY THANKS

Once again we had a fantastic crew of willing workers for the annual spring clean up day on May 9th. Thanks
to:
Johana White and Suzanne and Bob Furst, Richard & Gail Butz, Karen Martin, Bonnie Lombardi, Gary and Donna Pittman, Ellen Bardin, Charlie Cutting, Jane A'Lee and Gene Heyerdahl and Pastor Nancy, Mousa Ishak and
Kristine Peterson, Charlie Cutting and Jay Stewart.
Together we cleaned out the storage closet off the kitchen, worked on cleaning the roof and temporarily
patching a small hole in the roof, cleaned the basement stairs, sorted and culled the children's books in the
library, and "re-decorated" the walls of the library and the narthex, sorted the Sunday School equipment in
the basement, washed the windows in the sanctuary inside and out, painted the window trim in the office
entry and lots & lots of work on our grounds including poison ivy removal and a new sign indicating where
the office is located. Jay Stewart does our lawn care and was able to remove the stumps by the front door left
from deer damage over a year ago!
Also, Sam Swanson, Dale Bergdahl and Mark Schroeter were not able to be there on Saturday but have done
specific jobs when they could.
All of this work and we managed to have a good time doing it and still made it to France's surprise party!
Be sure to thank these folks for taking such good care of your church home!

Spring Cleanup
2015

CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
Planning is beginning for Summer Sunday School. The dates are 6/14, 6/21, 6/28, 7/12, 7/19 and
7/26. There is no Summer Sunday School on July 5th. There will be no Sunday School for the month of
August. The format will be similar to last year, with crafts built around that week's lesson, and all
children meeting together during church. Also there will be no Sunday School on May 24th, due to
Memorial Day Weekend.
If you have any ideas our would like to lend a hand (the kids LOVE guest teachers!), please contact
Lydia Wisloski at lwisloski@aol.com or Sarah Peake at SarahMDPeake@aol.com.

Easter Egg Hunt 2015

Noah’s First Communion

LONG RANGE PLANNING / RALLY FOR THE CHAIRS
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Rally for the Chairs!
The votes are in, the letters have gone out and you are responding! You voted 7:1 for
the chairs with the upholstered backs and the Worship and Music Committee has selected the Shire Red Rose upholstery. We have reached the threshold that will allow us to
order the chairs, but we have a way to go to be able to fully reimburse the Wagner Fund.
So keep your donation coming in and remember, this is only the first part of a plan to renew our worship space, and renewal of the worship space is only part of the long range
plan that is being put together for an exciting, sustainable future for Ascension Lutheran
Church.
Coming this summer:


Refinish and re-carpet the risers



Construct new, rolling, bell cabinets



Install a baseboard with electrical outlets along the north wall.



Begin thinking about relocating the entrance to the sanctuary?

If you have thoughts on any of this, please contact me or any member of Council or Long
Range Planning Committee. And, if you’d like to help working on the various projects, let
me know.
Richard Butz, Sanctuary Sub-Committee

Long-Range Planning
The Ascension committees are being invited
right now to take the long-range plans they
have developed and make their plans more
specific, by adding goals, measurements for
progress, and timelines. Committee chairs
and liaisons have received an email letter to
outline this process, to be concluded by the
committees by August 31. In the late fall the
congregation, at a special meeting, will have
the opportunity to discuss and adopt the
long-range plan, which will strengthen
Ascension’s ministries into the future.

Prayer/Suggestion Box
The Holy Spirit stirs in us, bringing
new ideas for the church and for ministry to the world. We want to reinvigorate the use of the small Prayer/
Suggestion box that is on the table in
the Fellowship Hall. Cards are there
for you to indicate Prayers/Concerns/
Suggestions. Please use the box
freely. The box is opened and the
cards read regularly by Pastor Nancy
and the Mutual Ministry Committee.

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
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Stewardship Update

To date, about a dozen written responses to What Stewardship Means to Me ... have been
returned from church members. As expected, those 12 faith- and life-directed comments have
been inspiring and will become part of a Stewardship Calendar, a simple one-page reminder of
the stewardship opportunities that Ascension presents year-round. The plan is to make that
calendar available as soon as possible, but there is time and room for more thought- and
action-provoking messages from all of you.
If you never received one or if you've misplaced the "reminder" bookmark that has an
attached blank page to add your thoughts about stewardship, there are more on a table just
outside the kitchen. Please prayerfully consider your response, and, as soon as you can, return
those thoughts to the church office or in the offering plate.

Borrowing Church Property for Personal Use
From time to time folks borrow items like the tables, chairs, etc. for a personal use.
Most of the time they are returned in a timely fashion and with no major wear and tear
to the item. Most of the time… Some items have gone missing… If you have borrowed
something in the past and it is still lingering at your home, please return it.
Because of our various rentals it is more important than ever to be sure we have all of
the necessary items available for the people who are paying for the use of our space.
Because of this need, we are establishing a "borrowing agreement" to be approved by
the office manager (Elizabeth Wirls). All items removed from ALC will be coordinated
and signed out and in by Elizabeth.
-Property Committee
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